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cditors Note

'| helieve furniture and home are interdependent components which
cannot be missed out. Adesigner hasn't really accomplished a residential
roject if he only focuges on interior space without selecting suitable

urniture and fixtures.’

Amongst the young interior design
professionals, Eric Fung (Design Director
of Tint International) is one of the
distinctive examples of rapid success.
Ever since he ‘rejuvenated’ a historical
pawnshop in Causeway Bay 8 years ago
and turned it into Tint Plus - a furniture
outlet, he drew much attention from the
media and design industry. Even today,
Eric’s exposure on television broadcast
and printed media, particularly on
residential design programs, is so high
that his exposure is possibly higher than
some of the program hosts.

My first encounter with Eric was on
a shop interview. | still recall how my
colleague and | continued to eagerly
talk about the person in charge after the
interview. Our conversation extended
from his outlook presentation to his
vision in career development; and we
were most impressed by his passion and
strikingly charismatic hospitality. When
sharing about how the interior designer
entered into furniture retail business,
Eric stated, ‘| worked in my brother’s
furniture company for over a year when |
was young. The working experience with
interior designers has not only impacted
my career development, but also aroused
an obsession within me surrounding home
furniture.’ It is natural for a person to want
to possess his favorite items; however, it
is quite a challenge to own every piece
of design furniture, big and small for a
personal collection. Eric thought it was a
great idea to turn his interest into a career
to take care of both. ‘“The design furniture
of the 60s is my favorite. In this decade
of astronauts and moon exploration,
many innovative bold designs emerged.
Accompanied by synthetic materials and
new manufacturing technology, dynamic
designs like Ball Chair and Paton Chair
came up and they embraced originality

never seen before in their color vibrancy
and display manifestation. Eric was so
obsessed with furniture that most of
the furniture for sale at Tint Plus was
his personal favorites, ‘Approximately
40% of the furniture sold in Tint Plus
was my personal collection in the early
days. Since a substantial number of
furniture was ordered from overseas
suppliers indirectly and was difficult to
get, those became display items not for
sale. However, occasionally | would give
it away free to a customer who really
shared the passion in furniture.’

Inthe past, people knew Eric for his furniture,
now more people know him for his interior
designs. Actually, Eric has established an
interior design company 18 years ago with
a partner. ‘Having engaged in the design
industry for so long, | know opportunities
don’t always come by, so | do treasure
and value them.’, Eric commented on his
early experiences ‘People did not know
what interior design was about at that
time; sometimes they would even confuse
interior design with residential renovation. It
was quite impossible to charge a client on
design drafts when undertaking a project at
that time.” Our contact 8 years ago was on
a small residential project of a few hundred
square foot at Lam Tin. Amazingly, less
than a year later our interview location has
moved to a 3,000 square foot independent
villa at Casa Marina, Tai Po. Eric said:
‘This project is definitely a turning point for
our company. We were approached by a
property agency to undertake the design
project of which the layout plan has been
widely criticized. With the living and dining
rooms segregated by the kitchen and the
swimming pool accessible fromthe outside,
the overall plan post some challenges
to the design. One of the designers in
our company suggested relocating the
living room and guest bathroom with the

kitchen so that there is visual continuity
and interaction between the living and
dining areas. We also revamped the
staircase to allow access to the swimming
pool from inside the house.” When the
villa was publicized through the media,
the response has been very encouraging;
and Eric admitted that the re-layout of
Casa Marina was a tremendous help. Our
design also helps 'the homeowners of the
property because the price soars after our
painstaking design. Even today, it is still the
top-notch property in Casa Marina.

Following the success of Casa Marina,
Eric’s forte has become known and
recognized. He managed to overcome the
challenges posted by personnel turnovers
and economic turbulence, and enjoyed
successes in both Tint International —
the interior design business, and Tint
Living — the furniture retailer. Within
just a few vyears, he accomplished
phenomenal design projects in High
Cliff Constellation Cove The Arch and
Mount Beacon. Eric focuses on the
complementary role of furniture and
fixtures, ‘I believe furniture and home
are interdependent components which
cannot be missed out. A designer hasn’t
really accomplished a residential project if
he only focuses on interior space without
selecting suitable furniture and fixtures.’
Due to this passion and persistence, Eric
always goes the extra miles in designing
unique furniture and light fixtures for the
clients to enhance visual exquisiteness;
the memories wall (featured wall of
photo frames) and Jelly Fish pendant
lamp are some examples of his recent
masterpieces. With interior design being
his top favorite, Eric hopes to step back
on renovation projects and focus on
interior design and furniture design in
his future career development in order to
make progressive accomplishments.
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Marshmallow by Irving Harper & George
Nelson, 1956

When Marshmallow was first introduced in
1956, Herman Miller's catalog described it
as 'The pioneer design that gives innovative
interpretation to soft seating. With exceptional
manifestation that undoubtedly allures
adoration, it is ideal for home and lobby setting
at public constructions.” The ground-breaking
design features 18 ‘floating” circular cushions
that can easily be detached for cleaning or
interchanged for versatile color presentations.
The linking components can connect several
sofas to reach an ideal length. One of the
pioneer home furniture in Pop Art, Marshmallow
was re-launched by Herman Miller in 1999, 34
years after its introduction.
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Highcliff

Inspired by “Tai Chi” ideology, the design c¢ s with

S parate se into
two sections alluring acce spatial
presentation. The contour divisio guides
focal attention from the foyer to the liv g areas
featuring distinctive personalities. Set ¢ d plane,
the living room is floored in black to con he white
floor tiles at the dining area. Furnished w ed white
sofa and a black dining table in the res reas, the
ideal equilibrium in “Tai Chi’ of ‘yang co n, and yin

acterized
t the clear
e framed
g with the
by trigger a
al touches

containing yang’ is achieved. The wall
with ornamental vertical stripes that co
and frosted mirrors at the dining rog
rectangular mirror at the entrance.
smooth curvilinear components at t
balanced and opulent visual sensati
of itinerant charm are expressed B less steel
curtain-that divides the living and d the solar
light tube at the external platform, andelier,
and the translucent pendant chair
bubble; they all carry their unique ct
high class elegant home.
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