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No. 01

An Act of Kindness

President Abraham Lincoln often visited hospitals to talk with wounded sol-
diers during the Civil War. Once, doctors pointed out a young soldier who was
near death and Lincoln went over to his bedside.

“Is there anything I can do for you?” asked the President.

The soldier obviously didn’t recognize Lincoln, and with some effort he was
able to whisper, “Would you please write a letter to my mother?”

A pen and paper were provided and the President carefully began writing
down what the young man was able to say:

“My dearest mother, 1 was badly hurt while doing my duty. I'm afraid I'm
not going to recover. Don’t grieve too much for me, please. Kiss Mary and
John for me. May God bless you and father. ”

The soldier was too weak to continue, so Lincoln signed the letter for him
and added, “Written for your son by Abraham Lincoln. ”

The young man asked to see the note and was astonished when he discov-
ered who had written it. “Are you really the President?” he asked.

“Yes, I am,” Lincoln replied quietly. Then he asked if there was any-
thing else he could do.

“Would you please hold my hand?” the soldier asked. “It will help to see
me tlvm)ugh to the end.”

In the hushed room, the tall gaunt President took the boy’s hand in his

and spoke warm words of encouragement until death came.




[B#AR]
Ogrieve vi. (for, over) &%) A /4
Ohushed adj. #H #9185 8
Ogaunt adj. HEE K 4
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No. 02

Building Your House

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his boss of his plans to
leave the house-building business to live a free life with his wife and children.
He would miss the paycheck each week, but he wanted to retire. He believed
that they could get by.

The boss was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could build
just one more house as a personal favor. The carpenter said yes, but over time
it was easy to see that his heart was not in his work. He used poor materials and
built the house carelessly. It was a pity to end a dedicated career.

When the carpenter finished his work, his boss came to check the house.
Then he handed the front-door key to the carpenter and said, “This is your
house... my gift to you.”

The carpenter was shocked!

What a shame! If he had only known he was building his own house, he
would have done it all so differently.

So it is with us. We build our lives, a day at a time, often putting less
than our best into the building. Then, with a shock, we realize we have to live
in the house we have built. If we could do it over, we would do it much differ-
ently.

But, you cannot go back. You are the carpenter, and every day you
hammer a nail, place a board, or build a wall. Someone once said, “Life is a

do-it-yourself project. ” Your attitude, and the choices you make today, helps
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build the “house” you will live in tomorrow. Therefore, Build wisely!

(B#AR]
Ocarpenter n. K E
Oover time [ A B 8 69345, X AL
Odedicate adj. # % F-- 80,45 5 £
Oa day at a time {1t Bid  #— X Fo by 3k — K 4P
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No. 03

Heaven and Hell—the Real Difference

A man spoke with the Lord about heaven and hell. The Lord said to the
man, “Come, 1 will show you hell. ” They entered a room where a group of
people sat around a huge pot of stew. Everyone was skinny, desperate and
starving. Each held a spoon that could reach the pot, but each spoon had a
handle so much longer than their own arms that it could not be used to get the
stew into their own mouths. The suffering was terrible.

“Come, now I will show you heaven.” The Lord said after a while. They
entered another room, similar to the first—the pot of stew, the group of people,
the same long-handle spoons. But there everyone was happy, healthy and satis-
fied.

“I don’t understand, ” said the man. “Why are they happy here when they
were miserable in the other room and everything was the same?” The Lord
smiled. “Ah, it is simple,” he said. “Here they have learned to feed each

il

other.’

([BFRAR]
8 Ostew n. B (M E) v ke, 19
Odesperate adj. G B4 ;4878 4
Omiserable adj. 369 ; B Ky
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