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Evolution of China’s Geo—strategic Position

Zhu Tingchang
Preface

Profound changes have taken place in the international political struc-
ture and situation ever since the end of the Cold War. Against this back-
ground, various powers have entered a new period of division and realign-
ment, and the various contradictions that were once covered up by the bi
—polar structure have come to the forefront, which, in the midst of in-
creasing globalization, are actually intertwined in an complicated man-
ner. How to formulate and implement national strategies and security poli-
cies in such a messy world is the subject explored by both government of-
ficials and scholars throughout the world. It is in this context that geo—
strategic theories have resumed new vitality. Scholars both at home and a-
broad attempt to analyze foreign and security strategies of various states in
the perspective of geo— strategy. As some scholars point out, in the con-
temporary age, theories of geo— politics and geo— strategy have become
“new weapons” with which states strive to compete in the international a-
rena. In fact, theories of geo— strategy can not only serve the interests of
hegemony and power politics but also contribute to peace, development,
national independence and reunification. China is located in the eastern part
of Euro— Asia continent, which is also center of the world geo— political
landscape. China. is a country with both land and sea territories. As far as

geographic position is concerned, it stands at the core of Asia. This out-
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standing geo— strategic location has attracted the attention of strategists of
various nations throughout history. The geographic position of a country is
not one that can be chosen at random. China is neighbor to more than
twenty countries, who can not be moved away from each other. As one
Chinese scholar put it, “Geo— factors serve as a permanent determinant of
a nation's security and foreign policy. ” Geo— factors exist “out there” and
can not be overlooked. The only thing we can do is to study them and
make use of them to our advantage. Therefore, it is imperative to do
some research work on the evolution of China’'s geo— strategic status, es-
pecially to explore her geo— strategic position in the twenty— first centu-
ry. This job is valuable not only in the academic sense but also for the
promotion of the study of the international environment of China's resur-
gence and the making of China's foreign and security strategies. Over the
past twenty years, a great many academic papers have been published on
China's strategic position and international strategic environment. A consid-
erable number of influential monographs has also been put out. These re-
search achievements provide adequate material for the further study of the
subject.

Whatever subject is involved, it is necessary to define its essential
concepts first since this is the pre—requisite and basis of deeper explo-
ration. The central concepts involved in this book are: geo— factors,
geo—strategies and geo— political position. The definitions of these con-
cepts are given below:

Geo—factors, as far as its basic meaning is concerned, refer to ge-
ographic relations in international politics. Every country is located in a
certain geographic space and forms complicated relations with one an-
other ranging from close—by to remoteness and from amity to aliena-
tion. Such relationship is an objective reality and is imposed by nature. A
nation may change its government and leadership. It may also change its
political system. It may even change economic policies. Nevertheless, no

nation is able to change its geographic position. Neither is it possible to
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move its territories away and settle down elsewhere in times of emer-
gency. From this we can see that geo—factors are a constant determi-
nant in the study of any strategic issue. As Theodore Rosevelt once put
it, World affairs are changing constantly, but geo—factors always re-
main the same.

The concept of geo—strategy is both related to and different from
that of geo— politics. According to Zbigniew Brzezinski, Geo— politics is
the combination of geographic elements and political elements. It high-
lights the effects of geography upon politics, while strategy means a-
doption of appropriate measures in a well—planned way so as to realize
a central objective, or it may refer to an important asset with military
significance. Geo— strategy is the integration of strategic considerations
with political ones. On the part of the Chinese academia, the commonly
accepted explanation goes like this: “Geo— strategy is the tactics em-
ployed to pursue and safeguard national interests through utilization of
geo—relationship and its operational rules.” The definition 1 give here
is of a refined sort: Geo—strategy is a state’s national strategy based
on geographic relations, whose subject of study is the strategic implica-
tions of geographic factors as well as the strategic applications of these
factors for the benefit of strategic interests. It is all—inclusive field of
human knowledge. It is also an aspect of human art.

Geo— strategic position means the kind of position determined by
geographic locations. For example, Singapore, which is located on the
eastern edge of the Malacca Strait, used to be a small fishing vil-
lage. But even if it remained its original status in today’s world, its geo
— strategic position is still not to be overlooked. Turkey is situated
across the strategic passage between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Black Sea, and for this reason, no matter how powerful and weak it
is, its strategic importance cannot be reduced. Former Soviet foreign
minister Vishinsky summed up the importance of geographic factors

when he was accused by the Western countries that his government
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