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Preface

This book springs from my twenty-plus years of writing, editing, and
teaching writing, in both China Taiwan and the US. My students have
ranged from third graders to Ph.D. candidates in nuclear engineering
at Tsing Hua University. Now, for your convenience, this experience is
compiled into one place: this book. My chief goal is to demystify the writing
process and help us all become better writers and communicators.

How this book finally came together is a funny story. Shortly before
midnight, on Saturday, June 30, 2007, | was both online and on the phone
ordering books for the Dreyer Academy Summer Enrichment Writing Class
to be held in Hsinchu, Taiwan. One particular writing book | wanted to use
was not in stock and could not be delivered until after we left the States.
Pondering my options for what teaching material to use, an epiphany came
to me about 1:00 a.m.: “Write a book yourself!” And how this book came to
be bilingual, and into your hands, is yet another great story. | was teaching
with this book in Taiwan in its smaller, original form, when Dr. Posen Liao
and his wife Liwen Tan approached me about creating an expanded
book, with Chinese translation. | am grateful for Liao’s co-authorship and
guidance. He brings a wealth of knowledge to this project, considering his
years of teaching at Taipei University. His involvement truly makes this book
an excellent product, bringing you the minds of East and West, those who
learned English as a foreign language and those who speak it natively.

You can call this book “The ABC's of better writing” because it is organized
around three key sections. Part A includes some key elements of better
writing and common writing styles (cause and effect, persuasion, etc.). Part
B looks at some common grammar and mechanics issues that can be tricky.
Part C is the actual “12 Steps” designed to help you write more clearly.
Thank you for joining the journey!

And so here it is. Enjoy.

S.G.D.
Roanoke, Virginia
February 2008
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What Is Better Writing ?
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The “Magical Seven” Elements

BIRLER

Writing is not like math...maybe that’s why I like
writing so much. Math is clear cut: for example, 15% of
4,000 is always 600, and even though zero is nothing,
try telling that to your math teacher if you answer “6”
or “60” to the above question. In contrast, writing is
much more fluid, more forgiving. It leaves more room
for personal style and quirks.

Better Writing Is an Extension of You

A A B FE

So first, better writing is an extension of you. When
a writer of English sits down with a blank paper (or
computer screen) and just 26 letters, he or she tries
to create something that has never existed before.
You put your own stamp on your writing, just as you
have unique fingerprints. Think of what you want
to say. Why are you writing? What do you want to
communicate? What do you personally have to add to
the conversation? If you are only going to parrot what
others have said on a particular topic, why write it? Be
original; your readers will love you for it. Of course we
can learn from other writers’ styles and examples, but
we should never try to exactly copy another writer. You

are unique; let it show in your writing.

SERBFETRE, XBFHE2RA
EEENER. BFENKBEH, B
40 4000 &Y 15% KIZEBR 600. FHE
RIAA LA 0 8HAKERT, BIR
EEEROBFEM ERAFENE
K26 360, MIRFRAT. MAxt
i, SERAGRMYE, FEERME.
SEARXMEETURHDNAN
RARFEELT .

B HEEMNE—SR2HRTA
R, RXBIEEEMZE B KK
(BT ENER), LU 26 NF &
SRECEHATMRBRRE. B
SERTLLE TR ABIEDIE, wRER
M—FKRIEN. BEMREIRMIE,
RAfMmE? RELETFARER?
HEXERAMABLEMNABER? B
MRMGARBERMASHEANE
BRFTR T 9IS, AR AR B AERR?
R—EEZEFUR, HEXERIME
B BT ERAREER. HARM
A REEF, FIHBEEHR
BINME, BHETRETSERBA
e, REM—T -8, iLiRey
HeERAESIEL.



Better Writing Is Clear

AR FE

So, while writing is more flexible than math, there
are rules and guidelines of good practice. Most of all,
writing must be clear, which is point two. If no one
can understand you, you have failed in your purpose.
And before you can write clearly, you must think
clearly. This is one reason why good writing is so hard,
because good thinking is so hard. I saw this in an email
the other day:

Writing causes thinking.

Likewise, Francis Bacon (1561-1626) once said,
“Reading makes a full man [...], but writing makes an

exact man.”

So, since writing requires clear thinking and hard
work, and since writing in a foreign language is a big
challenge, no wonder examples of poor written English
are everywhere. The other day I saw this on a box of

tissues:

Part A: What Is Better Writing? 3

BB EE?

BERAGELBFER®M, BRE
S NEHEEMEMES. REE
HRRME—EEFE, XRWHS
EMEZR. MREABSE B
FRHEABBRIXT. MEAESHAR
BEHXF, ReAEREFW
BE. XMERAMFHIERRES,
BARENTERES. ATLXR
R TP BERXAIE:

ElaEHs, BEATENT - B4R (1561-1626)
WiRit. R A e,
EEEERNR™ENA.”

AABEEREMOIBEMSZ A
B2, MAMIEEXR—KBkEK,
RO EILRFEUNEBHEX
5. BILXBERRE LRI
TXAE:

Magic in joy life, free in place, no anything the super speed.

Huh?

And one of my favorites came from a cake box given
to the teachers once at an end-of-year celebration at
school. The box was beautiful, with attractive pictures

of cakes and goodies, with this written in elegant script:

XERMtAEBH?

FIREBREBHOITFR, F—
REFREARFE EEERLE
i, EFEEER, LEOAEEN
ERERNER, TEREBMTFE
5% “The smell you’ll never forget.”.



