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Chinese Landscape
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PREFACE

Rooted in profound traditional Chinese culture, the Chinese gardens belong to a great and profound garden system and originated from Xia,

\/

Shang and Zhou dynasties. In the Pre-Qin Period, the gardening concept that man was an integral part of nature firstly appeared” and in the

period of Wei,Jin, Southern and Northern dynasties, the integration of culture and religion stimulated the further development of garden art
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/~\

and contributed to the prosperity of Tang and Song gardens. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Chinese gardens finally became mature and

developed into an outstanding and diversified system.

With more than 3,000 years of boom and slump, the Chinese gardens have been improving themselves in relatively closed social environment
and eventually form the garden system integrating natural interest and cultural spirit, art and technology. The difference between local » 4
condition and humanistic environment and the influence of politics, economy and culture prompt the evolution within the garden system and 3

D

create diverse types. Magnificent northern royal gardens, elegant Jiangnan private gardens and beautiful Lingnan gardens feature distinctive

I

charms. Classical Chinese gardens emphasize the gardening concept originating from nature but exceeding nature, show the marvelous
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natural landscape by the gardening technique of "wide views in a small confined space", seek for poetic atmosphere and follow the principle
of painting. They seem subtle, concise and meaningful, featuring mood and rhythm of poem, composition and interest of painting. Landscape

architecture, rockery piling, water plan and plant arrangement are four basic elements of gardening. Architecture can be used and appreciated,
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XA\

which is the main part of a garden. Chinese garden architectures feature diverse forms, open and transparent spaces, people-oriented design
and multiple functions. Rockery placing and rockery piling are unique gardening techniques of Chinese gardens, adhering to the principle of
nature and painting’ while the participation of literators and craftsmen enables the exquisite skills to feature profound cultural connotations.
Water plan emphasizes natural, winding and varied design so as to create a profound artistic conception. Although plants are planted

manually, they are also natural with fewer traces of artificial modification, which is different from the regular western plant arrange ment
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technique.

AN

Research carefully, grasp the main types, basic features and gardening techniques of Chinese gardens accurately, learn and inherit the essence

of Chinese gardens so as to contribute to the development of Chinese garden industry. This book not only shows diverse garden types to

\

readers, but also analyzes traditional gardening technique in the view of design.
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Greatest Garden Systems
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China features vast territory, diversified climates, terrains and vegetations, and residents” understandings
of natural beauty are distinctive.

o B M T R, ARV REL AU M. MR, ARSI R RO T BRI ER R, AP

=

@ 010 Northern Garden Architecture:---.-- A6 bd AR 3

> 020 Jiangnan Garden Architecture:-..... NNk SE i

@ 024 Lingnan Garden Architecture---.--.. 04 B [l AR 2 4
028 Southwest Garden Architecture---.-- VU b bR A AR

A N
)

\~/ /) I\,
Sl

Chapter 1 Part 2 Hall
Garden et CEE U

Al_’C] iteCt re Halls in a garden always face south, featuring regular shapes and magnificent decorations; interiors are
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divided by partition boards, down-to-ground openwork screens and antique shelves.
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The Chinese Garden Systems Part 3 Room
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Garden System, Jiangnan Garden

System, Lingnan Garden System

’=§ and Southwest Garden System by Rooms are all situated in quiet places and hidden behind rockeries and plants. The appropriate dimension
\ ﬂ) different geographical styles. China and simple structure create a tranquil environment.
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and residents’ understandings of
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natural beauty are distinctive.

Part 4 House
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Garden houses are buildings for entertaining and lodging guests.
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Part 5 Windowed Veranda ()& D
SEN 5

Windowed Veranda is usually an exposed building located on high ground or at waterside with good
views usually seen in classical Chinese gardens.
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Part 6 Podium
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Early podium was a kind of towering rammed earth construction, and it transforms into open terrace in
front of hall later.
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Part 7 Waterside Pavilion O 9 4
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Waterside pavilions are mostly built on shore, featuring delicate structures and open spaces.
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Part 8 Multistoried Pavilion 1 02
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Multistoried Pavilion is a common and important building type for ancient gardens. For large garden, it is

—

AN
=\

always placed in the main location, featuring advantageous location and marvelous scenery.
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1 14 Part9 Boatlike Pavilion
BILT Wi

As an important waterside building, the boatlike pavilion is built with not only appropriate proportion
and form, but also exquisite decoration.
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1 ].6 Part 10 Colonnade
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The open and natural colonnade is an important architectural form for dividing spaces and creating

L
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scenic spots, and it is also the charming scenery itself.
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Part 11 Bridge
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Bridge is an important element for landscape organization and it helps to connect the both sides and

A

garden paths and appreciate scenery.
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1 7 Part 12 Pavilion
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Pavilion is not only a place for staying and appreciating scenery, but also an important ornament for a
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@ garden.
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Part 14 Memorial Archway & Decorated Archway 1 9 8 : ‘«
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Memorial archway and decorated archway symbolize and function as doors, and they are subsidiary

Part13 Pagoda ] Q5
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Pagoda is usually found in temple and garden, and it is built in royal garden for religious needs, implying
the auspicious meaning of keeping safe.
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buildings of the architectural complex.
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Part 15 Altar
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Altar is both the main part of the sacrifice building and the general term of the architectural complex. Its
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shape is determined by the theory of Yin-Yang and Five Elements.
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Part 16 Sculptured Decoration 2 O 8
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Sculptured decorations with ornamental values are always arranged to animate the scene and embellish
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the space.
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Part 17 Courtyard Architecture 2 1 8
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Most Chinese courtyard architectures feature higher walls and emphasize the unity of human and nature.
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Chapter 1 Garden Architecture
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Northern Garden Architecture
B EWER

Northern Garden Architecture features sophisticated architectural style,

splendid carved beams and railings and strong color contrast, showing
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the magnificence and supremacy of royal gardens.
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The Chinese Garden Systems can be divided into Northern Garden System, Jiangnan Garden System, Lingnan Garden
System and Southwest Garden System by different geographical styles. China features vast territory, diversified climates,

terrains and vegetations and residents’ understandings of natural beauty are distinctive.
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Lingnan Garden Architecture
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Lingnan Garden Architecture features courtyard-style layout,

while garden is usually beside the house.
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Jiangnan Garden Architecture
STREEIAMER S

Jiangnan Garden Architecture features
exquisite layout, changeable form, tranquil
landscape and compact dimension, open

and transparent.
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Southwest Garden Architecture features
distinctive styles; its architectural form
coordinates with local terrain: its color
scheme and material selection highlight
strong local feature. The simple and elegant

style enhances the rustic interest.
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Southwest Garden Architecture

[ife] bz sc a8

Y/A)

778

=
77\



] i ‘ o

LA L{ l}J_r‘¢*LJ*“\J~(LI{1%F““pL{LJ}J.E_¢Liﬁ4_H_Lf*Jid_fLJLJ_ﬂ_'«L{LJKJ_fLJEI_

i o = 2 :r-tEL:rt : il o s 0 <0 e gy 50 z"v—r ! ‘W‘F“J_J_FT’L
L,.. et j‘:‘ o Imates 5 = L =i 3 S g e g T_,,., ;""'

‘Mlﬁﬁhﬂﬁéiéih@JAkLUﬂ‘44#“ 7 LB
T%ﬁ%#ﬂm?-JW#Tﬁﬂ%JﬂMI%ﬂuJﬂWdeJMﬁﬂﬂjﬁﬂw’ i
AaLﬁ%Lll*QJL*Wij‘“' iy iy Bt et oy

170 '"! =

T Dt WA D (AT T (R e e e

4 { S
.- -'- -I- 1

LT

Northern Garden Architecture
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Northern Garden Architecture is represented by royal gardens and temples
of Ming and Qing dynasties in Beijing and imperial palaces for short stays
around Beijing. The northern area features cold climate, sandy weather,

pine and cypress, traditional cultures and customs different from the south,
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so Northern Garden Architecture is more rigid in layout. Although it takes
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natural landscape as the backbone, the symmetrical layout is highlighted. The

solid and heavy architectural style, splendid carved beams and railings and
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strong color contrast show the magnificence and supremacy of royal gardens.
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