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China has attracted a lot of Chinese learners all over the world for her long history, old civilization
and rich culture. At present, there are more and more Chinese learners in the world, and their Chinese
level is improving. Many Chinese learners go through Chinese cultural situations by studying Chinese
calligraphy, painting, taijiquan, touring historic sites and scenic spots, buying Chinese craftworks, having
Chinese dish, drinking Chinese tea, etc. Their experience of the Chinese culture will further enrich their
knowledge of Chinese language and culture. In fact, Chinese learning and culture experiencing can be
regarded as a whole. Therefore, the writing of textbooks of language and culture should be based on
the concrete cultural context so as to further meet the needs of Chinese language learners. Panorama
of Chinese Culture — Intermediate Chinese Course is intended to meet such needs of Chinese language
learners all over the world.

The authors have rich teaching experience, who have taught or are presently teaching Chinese
abroad. Shi Ji, Shang Tuo, and Wang Xiaoyan have taught Chinese in countries like Italy, America, South
Africa, Myanmar, etc. Through teaching practice and communicating with foreigners, the authors clearly
know the learning interests of foreigners, Chinese language difficulties and the needs of foreign students
on Chinese culture, on basis of which the textbooks select the typical, fine and positive cultural materials
and situations as the learning contents. Cultural subjects are chosen from the International Curriculum
for Chinese Education. The purpose of the textbooks is that foreign Chinese learners can experience rich
and profound Chinese culture and contemporary Chinese life in their Chinese learning, and at the same
time, they can communicate on certain cultural topics.

The principle of these textbooks is that cultural learning and Chinese language learning run together
through the whole course, and lay much emphasis on both language learning and culture experiencing.
The features of the textbooks lies in the combination of language learning and culture learning in
the given daily life settings, so that foreigners can experience the unique charm of Chinese culture in
the process of their language learning. In selecting materials, the textbooks do not involve the overall
systematic knowledge of Chinese culture. The principle of material selecting is to select the typical
cultural knowledge and daily situations, closely combining the old Chinese culture with the contemporary
Chinese life which can lead foreign learners to the study of Chinese culture from miniature to its rich
and profound culture, leaving them more space to further explore the cultural knowledge. The selected
materials are rich in Chinese cultural appeal and taste, and embody rich Chinese cultural connotatien.
Besides, the language difficulty is reduced in order to make it as easy as possible to understand, so that
learners can learn Chinese culture through their limited Chinese word knowledge and be immersed in
Chinese cultural atmosphere directly. Foreign students Jack, Paul, Linda and their Chinese friends Zhang
Ming, Wang Shu, Li Li, Li Long, etc. are the main characters throughout the dialogues in the books. Their
dialogues show the life and experiences of the foreign students in China.

The target learners of this course are those students in intermediate Chinese level or lower, those
who are second year students of Chinese majors, students of Confucius institutes who have basic
Chinese knowledge, and Chinese self-learners all over the world, whose Chinese level is like the above.



The learners are required to have a vocabulary of about 1,100 most frequently used Chinese words. The
vocabularies in the books are mainly based on the 1,033 Chinese words in Level A (FAZRIRL), some
words of Level B (Z.Z&3A)i[) of Chinese Proficiency Test ( { BUEKF#iR) , HSK), and the common
1,500 most frequently used Chinese words of the International Curriculum for Chinese Language
Education (2008). The total vocabulary in Book One is limited to about 1,500 words, and the vocabulary
in Book Two is limited to about 1,800 words. Therefore these textbooks can either be used in class or
outside class as self-study materials.

Objectives

It introduces the main language learning contents and cultural knowledge.

Part 1 Pre-class Guide

There are some questions and pictures prepared before learning.

Part 2 Cultural Context

1. Two dialogues: including cultural customs, cultural situations, classical stories, etc. Some
questions asked from the point of the foreigners make the dialogue interesting and humorous. The
introduction of cultural background, the proper nouns, new words and grammatical points are given as
notes in English. New words and grammatical points in the notes along with the dialogues are required
to grasp and learn the usage.

2. Learning and Practice: 1) Fill in the blanks according to the dialogue to highlight the main points.
Key to the exercises is put at the end of each unit. 2) Make sentences with the new words and patterns.
Students can learn how to use some new words and sentence patterns. 3) Answer questions according to
the dialogues in order to improve students’ spoken English.

Part 3 Culture Study

In this part, there are two short passages based on the dialogues to introduce more cultural
situations and cultural knowledge. The cultural background information, proper nouns and new words
are given in notes. In the passages, there are a few new words which will not influence the understanding
of the main ideas. After each passage, there is an exercise of Filling in the Blanks, to highlight the main
points and to improve the memory and the key is put at the end of each unit.

Part 4 Activity

In this part, two or three activities are designed, such as Discussion, Story Telling, Learning Famous
Chinese Songs, Listening to Classical Music, etc. This helps students to enjoy and appreciate the essence
of Chinese culture.

Small Cultural Festival

In the whole course, four “Small Cultural Festival” are arranged after Lesson 8 and Lesson 15 of
Book One, after Lesson 23 and Lesson 30 of Book Two. Students can choose items of the program they

like and to prepare the performances. It can make students further experience Chinese culture by giving
the performances.



Panorama of Chinese Culture — Intermediate Chinese Course consists of two books, Book One
and Book Two. Each lesson needs four hours when each book contains 15 lessons and 2 Small Cultural
Festivals for a semester of 17 weeks, and 30 lessons in all for two semesters, one academic year. In
Book One, the contents are about the cultural situations and cultural symbols that can be seen and
experienced in daily life. In Book Two, the contents are about the modes of thinking and traditional
ideas of Chinese culture. The purpose is to let Chinese learners appreciate the origin and the philosophy
of Chinese culture from a profound point of view. The contents of the two books are closely related
in many aspects. Foreign learners can appreciate Chinese culture from both a microscopic and a
macroscopic view point.

New words and language points require students to learn the usage, while the cultural background
information, proper nouns, and uncommon words in the footnotes only help learners to comprehend
the dialogues and passages. The exercises are concise, arranged after each dialogue and each passage,
s0 as to strengthen what they have learned. Because of different levels of learners, instructors can make
a flexible teaching plan. For example, for students with higher Chinese level, they can finish all the
contents of the textbooks within two semesters; while for lower level learners, the teaching task can
focus on the dialogues, and the short passages can be left for self-study.

Culture learning will certainly meet some obstacles because of language difficulty and strange
cultural background information. However, if instructors interact with students, culture teaching will
arouse students’ interest. In order to promote the interaction between instructors and students, the
teaching mode of the textbooks is designed to connect class teaching with culture experience. First of
all, each lesson has some inspiring questions, beautiful pictures and illustrations, and class activities.
Instructors can also flexibly adopt various means in their teaching, using videos, slides, pictures, PPT, and
real objects. Instructors can even give practical teaching in the real sites, such as teahouse outside the
class to make students immersed in the cultural circumstances, to heighten the effect of culture teaching
in a direct way.

A Vocabulary List of new words, common words, and language points of each lesson is attached at
the end of each book, and new words and language points are marked with number of lessons. With this
vocabulary students can save much time from looking up dictionaries. CDs in mp3 are also attached to
each book for students to practice listening comprehension of the dialogues and short passages.

The authors cooperated with each other, as well as they have their own divisions. Shi Ji, as chief
editor, is in charge of program management, organize the whole work of writing, revise and proofread
the drafts. Shang Tuo and Wang Xiaoyan, as vice editors in chief, are also in charge of program making,
writing, and revising. Chen Siben, Wang Lixin, Chen Yue, and Quan Caiyi, as authors in chief, are in
charge of writing, revising, and making English notes, etc. The whole process of writing cost nearly two
years. Chen Siben wrote the draft of Lesson 2 to Lesson 7. Chen Yue wrote Lesson 8 to Lesson 13.
Quan Caiyi wrote Lesson 16 to Lesson 21. Wang Lixin wrote Lesson 22 to Lesson 27. Shi Ji, Shang Tuo,
and Wang Xiaoyan wrote Lesson 1, Lesson 14, Lesson 15, Lesson 28, Lesson 29, and Lesson 30. Shi Ji



and Chen Yue (the editor of Book One) are in charge of the work of finalizing the draft and making the
vocabulary of Book One. Shi Ji and Quan Caiyi (the editor of Book Two) are in charge of the work of
finalizing the draft and the vocabulary of Book Two.

All the authors would like to thank the following: the College of Foreign Languages of Southwest
Jiaotong University and Higher Education Press for their valuable support; the Chinese experts of Beijing
Language and Cultural University, Yang Huiyuan and Lu Jianji for their serious proofreading the drafts
and their precious ideas; the foreign teacher, Janie Go for her kind help in serious proofreading the
English part of the textbooks; Senior Editor Liang Yu of Higher Education Press for her constructive
suggestions and her sincere help, and to everyone who helped us directly or indirectly in the
development of the books.

In the writing process, the authors have met a lot of challenges. On one hand, they try to explain
the profound cultural things in simple ways, to limit the vocabulary, and to simplify some cultural terms
and expressions. On the other hand, they also try to describe the cultural background and cultural
knowledge accurately and clearly. There are many contradictions in such aspects. Once in a while,
translation or simplifying of a sentence or a word will weigh for a long time, for it is difficult to find
proper modern and simple words to explain some archaic words and old concepts. However, it is
much more helpful for foreign learners to learn Chinese culture in simple Chinese words than that in
English translation. Therefore, it is a significant work to write and compile such books. The authors made
every effort to overcome all kinds of difficulties. It is with their arduous efforts that the course can be
finished smoothly. But it is hard to avoid some careless omissions. Constructive suggestions from experts,
scholars, instructors and Chinese learners, are therefore welcomed. Please contact the authors at:
hanyuwenhua@ 126. com.

Shi Ji
August, 2009
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Jack 78 (Jiék&): Foreign student who is studying Chinese in China. He
is Linda’s boyfriend.

Linda 3% (Lindd): Foreign student who is studying Chinese in China.
She is Jack’s girlfriend.

Paul %% (BAOolud): Foreign student who is studying Chinese in China.

Zhang Ming §KBA (ZhGng Ming): A Chinese college lecturer and good
friend of Jack, Linda and Paul.

Wang Shu £ (WAng Shi): A Chinese college student and good
friend of Jack, Linda and Paul.

Li Long FE (LT LONQ): A Chinese college student and good friend of
Jack, Linda and Paul.

LiLi ZERF (LT LT): A Chinese college student and good friend of Jack,
Linda and Paul.
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To learn words and expressions of Chinese
traditional festivals.

) To know about Chinese traditional festivals
of Spring Festival ( &% Chun Jié) , Lantern
Festival ( /T ¥ Yuanxido Jié ) , Dragon Boat
Festival ( 3423 Dudnwii Jié ) , Mid-Autumn
Festival ( #4x3¥ zZhongqia Jié ) .
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go through (space or
time), spend holiday
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gﬁi 1-1

(RPAFET R APHRERAKRF=ZTREE AT, )

¥; 48F AfFodkik. THEHF) RNSHRMNEEAET!

fcghappmess REAFeEF . THEEF! kiR, kiR, BeiFst!

P P Ai: REARE, BAR', Huiri’, SATLRT
R4 fongsd “&" Fo

o K. AVEHT, AMBEBENLS 8" F. ZLF
BRT AR BASE AR 6. AFA—A G AR R
— HFE, FOAZLER, AHAZILER, K
ooy, yoeth seleboning EEERE. RNOEART, FFRAKNRAIER
BF; ERth94 41150&?%133@]0

HIE] tudnyun Ak M) RARERE-REPEHIAT,

xeAm; %R0 RIAEEIL: R, FTHRAF

T AA: R MEKIUE) KR K AR LR — Bl
conetant e REIMAIL: WM BRRFEAE! AVHRA

Py RO, MR AV T, BINEEFHAR, &
RORTIOAT Wt TR E RAAIL RS K, TR

5] —ARE A,

'fg‘g /\ﬁg")“f?m, #E_%)Léqkl’—%o

' %% . Spring Festival, the first day of the first month of the Chinese calendar; the first few days of the first lunar month.
2k i K4 =+ The lunar New Year’s Eve, which is also called “f& % ”. &5 : Chinese calendar.

‘. Pay a New Year call to express good wishes to each other.

*#3% . Spring Festival couplets.

S4147% . Red lantern.
¢ EA: Chinese.

7% & Relative; kin.
8% . Firecracker.

°J& % 4%: Money given to children as a gift of the lunar New Year.
5% . Staying up late or all night on the lunar New Year’s Eve to welcome New Year (in a custom of Spring Festival).
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Chun Jié

(Zhang Ming hé qizi yaoqing Jiéké hé Linda z&i nongli danian sanshi 1Gi jia IT gud Chan Jié. )

Jieké hé Lindd: Gud nian h&o! Wdmen g&i nimen quan jia bdi nian le!
Zhang Ming hé gizi: Gud nidn hdo! Hudnying, huanying, kudi qing jin!
Jiéké: NI jia zhén pidoliang, tieé chanlian, gud hdng dénglong, hadi z&i mén shdng tie
le “fa" zi.
Zhang Ming: Chdn Jié ddo le, rénmen dou ydo z4di mén shang tié “fa” zi. Zhé shi
' Zhdngguérén gud Chin Jié de féngs. Chan Jié shi yT ge xiging hé jiating
tudnyuan de jiéri, ydude rén qu fumdu jia, ydude rén qu érnt jia, hudzhé& qu
gTngi jia. Nimen de jia tai yudn le, sudyi wdmen jid ging nimen ddo wd jia Iai
tuanyuan.
Jieké: Xiéxie! WS hé Linda shi di yT ci zdi Zhonggud gud Chun Jié.
Zhang Mingde nt‘ér: Shdshu, ayi hdo!
Jiéké: Zhé shi nin nd'ér bal Zhé shi wdmen sdng géi ta de yT jian ITwa.
Zhang Ming de nti‘ér: Xiéxie! G&i shdshu dyi bdinian! Chdn Jié kudilé!
Zhang Ming: Xiéxie nimen! Gud Chun Jié le, haizi men dou ydo chudn x1n yifu, fang
biGnpdo, hdi néng déddo darén men géi de yasuiqian. Gud nian de shihou
h&n dud rén hai ydo shdu sul, yizhi wanr ddo tian lidng.
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' % 248 ;. Dinner on lunar New Year’s Eve.

2 & ¥ Bk kA . Spring Festival Gala Evening.

Y518 % @ #7 4 Ring out the Old Year and ring in the New Year!

*4%F . Dumpling (crescent-shaped wheat dough wrapper with meat and vegetable filling).

9 & . Carp.

¢4 %A 4. May there be surpluses every year. It is often said on the occasion of Spring Festival.

TZBIIET & (Of living standards, etc. ) rise steadily like sesame flowers growing notch by notch on the stalk. This is a proverb to
express the happy and prosperous days and life.

¥ 7 %4o% . Everything goes the way as one wishes.
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Chun Jié

Jieké: J1ntian wdmen fang bianpdo ma?

Zhang Ming: J1ntian shi danién sanshi, dangran ydo fang. Bigud wdmen xian chi nianyé
fan, rdnhdu kan Chan Jié lianhudn wanhui, yéli shi’ér didn de shihou fang
bidnpdo,“ci jid sui ying xTn chdn”. J1ntian wdnshang zanmen rérénaonao de
wanr ge tongkudi!

Lind&: T&i bang le! Nianyé fan ch1 shénme?
Zhang Ming de qizi: ChT jidozi. WS hai zud le yT tido hdngshao IT yT, zhé shi gud nidn bixd chide.

Zhang Ming: YTnwéi ya hé “yi” de fayTn yTydng, shi xieyin. “YQ” shi flyQ de yisi. Women
gud nidn chT yd, xTwang zdi xTn de yT1 nidn IT shénghud de flyd, nidnnidn
yduyd. Gud nidn rénmen hai changchang shud “gongxi fa cai”, xiwang ddjia
z&i xTn de yT nian IT zhéng hén dud de gian.

Zhang Ming de qTzi: Zh ddijid de shénghud yT nian b yT nidn hdo, zhima kai hud jigjié gdo mal

Zhang Ming: Zhé shi wdmen de yuanwang. Lai, zanmen gan bél, zh ddjid xTnchdn kudilg,
wanshi ray1!

dgjia: XTnchdn kudilé, wanshi rayi!
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