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PRECIS

(FELREZ)

A CRITICAL BIOGRAPHY OF
LUO ZHENYU (SUMMARY)

Luo Zhenyu,a noted epgrapher and archaeologist.
His ancestral home is Shangyu of the Zhejiang province.
But he was born at Huian,Jiangsu,in 1866 (on the twel-
veth date of the sixth month). He was dead at Lushun
(Port arthur)in 1940.

He had not left his native place—Huian until thirty
years old. Devoting to his life to study,he completed the
Thirteen Classics in fifteen years of age,and then began
to study the Huangqing Jingjie(Annotations to the clas-
sics by the Qing Scholars)in seventeen,laying a founda-
tion for his further research work. By collating the nota-
ble book of Jinshi Cuibian (Collection of Inscriptions on
Ancient Bronzes and Stone Tablets),in nineteen he fin-

ished his works Dubei xiaojian(Notes on Reading Tab-
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lets)and Cunzhuo—zhai Zhaji(Note of Cunzhuo Study), winning high
opinion from Yu Yue—the great master of the study of the Confucian
Classics as he could expound and prove the classical and historical lit-
erature by various inscriptions, While he was a private school master
from twenty five to thirty,he read hard many books of Confucian Clas-
sics, histories and explanations of their words,especially the Ri Zhi Lu
(Notes on Knowledge Accumulated from Day to Day)of Gu Yanwu,
and many other works of the military strategists and those of flood
prevention work done on the Huanghe River for the purpose of laying
selid foundation for advanced studies. In the meanwhile, he extended
his studies of palaeography, textual criticism, family surnames., etc. ,
completing some papers per year. Though his efforts were only compli-
mentary and compiling, being confined within the limits of textual crit-
icism during the Qing times.

In 1896, in coporation with his {friend Jiang Bofu he went to
Shanghai to run an agricultural journalism and its association,transla-
ting the Europing and Japanese modern agricultural papers and works,
studying agriculture and publishing Agricultural Journal in order to
spread the knowledge concerning agriculture, For more than ten years
hereafter, he dedicated himself to agriculture and its teaching, going
twice to Japan to make related investigation. Moreover, he published a
magazine Jiaoyu Shijie (Educational World) With its related articles,
regulations and infromations. He became editor of Nongxue Congshu
(Series of Agriculture)and Jiaoyu Congshu(Series of Education),suc-
cessively setting up or participating in setting up Dongfang Xueshe(O-
riental Society), the Jiangsu Normal School, and being appointed as
diretor of Hubet Agricultural School and of the department of the
Jingshi Daxuetang(predecessor of the Beiijing University). Giving im-
petus to experimental agricultural development, he was one of the
founders of the Chinese modern agriculture. He gave advices to how to

run the modern school system after abolishment of the imperial ex-



