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darect hus attention to Carpatinan Castle? Wouldn't that frighten
him and make lum anxious to leave the village? And then what
future travellers would come by the Vulkan road into Transyl-
vama?

The shepherd had certainly shown no more mtelligence than
one of his own sheep.

‘Shut up, you blockhead! ' Master Koltz told hum mn a
whisper.

But the young count’s cunosity had been aroused Turning
to Frik, he asked um what he meant by his ‘Oh' ah!’

The shepherd was not a man to take back his words, and
perhaps he really thought that Franz de Télek would be able to
give them some advice which the village might adopt with
profit

‘I'sad, “Oh, ah!”’ rephed the shepherd, ‘and I won' take
1t back. ’

‘Is there some marvel, then, to visit in the neighbourhood of
Werst?’

‘Some marvel?’ repeated Master Koltz

‘No! no!’ exclmimed the bystanders. And they were already
scared at the thought that a fresh attempt to enter the castle
mught bring fresh misfortunes upon them.

Franz de Télek, mot without some surprise, realized that the
faces of these people expressed alarm in all sorts of ways, but
all equally signif-icant.

‘What's all this about?” he asked.

‘What 1s it, sir?’ replied Rotzko. ‘Well, it seems there’s
Carpathian Castle. ’

‘Carpathian Castle?’

‘Yes! That’s the name this shepherd has just whispered mn

my ear. ’



BREH&ZE 191
BRMBEM ERENES, ERREFHERAHE, X
ARSFHRM, BiLEFHFE? DE, FEABTKE
BEERRBLUOKRENFZHRBERRE -

EMEAHALMERENERAS D,

HEL AR TRREESRERRE

HESANFAF LR TER, MEERBER,
RIA“m! R "RAAEE

WEARRANBEBRE N, so5 b REERFHEIZEL
- BREBERTUBMIIENET

“MBRELE.RE BB T, REBFA, 7

“BRAFHEHWEERE LT WEBNE THE? " &
BAIGEM

—BEHW? TRRERRBERE.

‘BH! BA! "HAELRWALRRORAFREER, —
BRI ARHEE, WLREFRFHKAE, BITH
IR KRR

HEnE - BEERAACEBBEEXEEFA, ]
BERELEFHERBAEE, BRSBTS N MHER L
—fERo

“‘BRAf A "hRE.

“Bita, EA? "FERNEE, T RA EE R E R
3

‘BREFEEY 7

‘BRI BABCEARI M ERRA, 7




192  Carpathian Castle

And as he spoke Rotzko pointed to Frik, who nodded his
head without darmg to look at the bit6.

But a breach was now made m the wall of the private hife of
the superstitious village, and all its history was not slow m
rushing through the breach.

In fact, Master Koltz had now made up his mind to explain
matters to the count himself, and he told lhim all he knew about
the Carpathian Castle.

It goes without saying that Franz de Télek could not hide the
astonishment the story caused him, nor the feelings it aroused
m lim. Although he knew little of scientific matters, like other
young people of his class who live in their castles in these
Watlachian byways, he was a sensible man, He believed but
little 1n ap-pantions and laughed at legends. A castle haunted
by spirits merely aroused his incredulity. In his opinion, in all
that Master Koltz had told hum there was nothing marvellous,
but only a few facts, more or tess demonstrated, to which the
people of Werst attributed a supernatural ongin. The smoke
from the donjon, the bell nnging violently, could be very
easily explained. As far as the lightnings and roarings from
within the wall, they might be sheer hallucination.

Franz de Télek did not hesitate to say so, and to joke about
it, to the great scandal of his lisa tenets,

‘But count, there’s something else, * said Master Koltz.

‘Something else?’

*Yes, 1t’s quite impossible to get nto this Carpathian Castle. '

‘Indeed?’

‘Our forester and our doctor tried to get in a few days ago,
for the benefit of the village, and they paid dearly for it. ’

‘What happened to them? ‘Franz de Télek asked somewhat
iromcally.
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Master Koltz related in detail the adventure of Nic Deck and
Doctor Patak .

«And so, ' said the count, ‘when the doctorwanted to get
out of the ditch his feet were soclamped to the ground that he
couldn't take a step forward?’

‘Not a step forward or a step back! " addedMagister Her-
mod

‘Your doctor thought so, * rephed Franz deTélek. ‘But 1t
was fear which nailed him-byhs toe-nails '’

‘Maybe, > replied Master Koltz. ‘But Nic Deck got a
frightful shock when he put his hand on the wronwork of the
drawbridge ’

‘A ternible shock-’

‘So terrible, ' rephed the master, ‘that he’s been in bed ever
since. ’

‘Not in danger of hs life, 1 hope?’ asked the count.

‘No, fortunately. ’

Here was a fact, an undemable fact, and Master Koltz
waited for the explanation Franz de Télek would give. It was
quite explicit.

“In all I've just heard there is nothing, 1 repeat, which can’t
be explained. I don't doubt that somebody 1s living 1n the cas-
tle-who, I dont know Anyhow, they aren’t spints, but people
who want to lie mdden there after taking refuge there-criminals
probably. ’

‘Crimumals!* exclaimed Master Koltz.

‘Quute likely; and as they dont want any one to hunt them
out, they wish it to be believed that the castle 1s haunted by
supernatural beings. ’

‘What !’ said Magister Hermod. ‘You think-’

‘I think this country very superstitious 1n these parts, that the
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people m the castle know it, and they’re trying to keep off
visitors in this way. ’

That this was the true explanation was not unlikely, but 1t 18
not astorushing that nobody at Werst wanted to beleve it.

The young count saw that he had in no way convinced an
audience who did not wish to be convinced, and so he con-
tented himself with adding, ‘If you don't care to agree with
me, gentlemen, you can go on thinking what you like about
Carpathian Castle. ’

‘We behieve what we have seen, ’ rephed Master Koltz.

‘ And what really is-, * said the magister.

‘Well. Really, I am somry I havent a day to spare, or
Rotzko and I would have paid a visit to your famous castle, and
I assure you that we’d soon have found out’

“Visit the castle ! exclaimed Master Koltz.

‘Without hesitating, and the devil himself wouldn’t have
stopped us from getting 1n. ’

On hearing Franz de Télek express himself so positively, so
ironically even, the villagers were seized with terror. In treat-
ing the spirits of the castle so famiharly, mmghtnt he bring
some disaster on the village? Didn't the spirits hear all that
passed in the inn of the King Mathias? Would the voice be
heard in this room for a second time?

Thereupon Master Koltz told the young count of the cir-
cumstances under which the forester had been personally
threatened when he decided to enter Carpathian Castle.

Franz de Télek simply shrugged his shoulders: then he rose,
saying that no voice had even been heard in the room as they
imagined. Whereupon some of the company made for the door,
not caring to remain any longer in a place where a young
sceptic dared say such things.
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But Franz de Télek stopped them with a gesture.

‘ Assuredly, gentlemen, ’ he said, ‘I see that the village of
Werst 15 under the rule of fear ’

‘And not without some reasom, count,” Master Koltz
rephed

‘Well, there’s a very simple way of putting a stop to the
performances which you say are going on at Carpathian Castle.
The day after tomorrow I shall be at Karlsburg, and if you like
Tl tell the town authorities, They’ll send you a few police, and
I'll answer for 1t that these good fellows will know how to get
into the castle and clear out the jokers who are practising on
your credulity, or arrest the scoundrels, who may be making
plans for some crime. ’

Nothing could be more acceptable than this suggestion, yet
it was not to the taste of the notables of Werst. In their opimon
neither the police nor the army 1tself would succeed against
these superhuman beings, who would know how to defend
themselves by supernatural means.

‘But1I think, ’ the young count continued, 'that you haven't yet
told me who this Carpathian Castle belongs or belonged to?’

‘It’ s an old country family, the famly of the Barons of
Gortz, ’ said Master Koltz.

‘The Cortz family!’ exclaimed Franz de Télek.

‘The same. ’

‘Is that Baron Rodolphe’s family?’

‘Yes, sir.’

‘And you know what’s become of um?’

*No; it’s many a year since he’s been seen at the castle. ’

Franz de Télek had turned very pale, and in a changed voice
he repeated mechanically:

‘Rodolphe de Gortz!’
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Chapter 9

The Family of the Counts of Télek, one of the most ancient
and illustrious in Roumania, had been of considerable impor-
tance before the country had regamned its independence in the
beginning of the sixteenth century. With all the political
movements which form the history of these provinces the name
of the family is gloriously connected.

Less favoured than the famous beech of the Carpathians
Castle, which still possessed its three branches, the house of
Télek was now reduced to one, that of Télek of Krajowa Its
last offspring was the gentleman who had just arrived at Werst.

During his infancy Franz had never left the famuily castle
where the Count and Countess of Télek had hived. The de-
scendants of the family were held in great esteem 1n the coun-
try, where they spent their wealth henerously Living the lib-
eral, easy life of the country nobility, they scarcely left their
estate at Krajowa more than once a year, when business took
them to the town of the same name, only a few miles away

This kind of life had necessanly influenced the education of
their only son, and Franz long felt the effects of the surround-
ings in which he spent his childhood. His sole tutor was an old
Italian priest, who could teach hum only what he knew, and he
did not know over-much. So when the boy became a young
man he had a very inadequate knowledge of science or art or
contemporary literature. To be an enthusiastic sportsman,
roaming night and day through the forests and on the plains,
hunting the stag and the wild boar, and attacking the fierce
beasts of the mountains, knife 1n hand, such were the ordinary
pastimes of the young count, who, being very brave and res-
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olute, accomplished wonders 1n these strenuous exercises

The Countess of Télek died when her son was scarcely fif-
teen, and he was only one-andtwenty when his father was killed
1n a hunting accident.

The gnef of young Franz was great. As he had mourned for
his mother, ‘so he mourned for his father. They had both been
taken from him, one after the other, within so few years. All
his tender feelings, all the affectionate impulses of his heart,
had until then been centred in this filial love which had sufficed
him during his childhood and youth. But when this love failed
him, having no friends and his tutor being dead, he found
himself alone in the world.

For three years the young count had stayed in the Castle of
Krajowa, which he had no wish to leave He lived there
without seeking to make any further acquaintances. He had
gone to Bucharest only when busmess took him there; and
these were but short absences, for he was always anxious to get
back to lus domain.

But this life could not last for ever, and Franz began to feel
the need for enlarging an horizon so restricted by the Rouma-
nian mountains. He wanted to go further afield.

The young count was about twenty-three years old when he
made up his mind to travel. His wealth enabled him to gratify
his wishes. One day he left the Castle of Krajowa to his old
servants and left the Wallachian country. He took with him
Rotzko, a former Roumanian soldier, who had been for the
years in the fam ily, and who had been the young count’s
companion in all his hunting expeditions. He was a man of
courage and resolution, whole-heartedly devoted to his master.

The young count meant to visit Europe and to stay a few
months 1n the capitals and important towns of the Continent.
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He considered, not without reason, that s education, which
had only begun at the Castle of Krajowa, mught be completed
by what he mught learn on a carefully-planned tour.

Is was Italy that Franz wished first to visit, for he could
speak Itahan fairty well, the old priest having taught im. The
attraction of this country, so nich in memories and poetry, to
which he felt strongly drawn, was such that he stayed there
four years He left Venice only to go to Florence, and Rome
only for Naples, continually returming to these artistic centres,
from which he could not tear himself away. France, Germany,
Span, Russia, England, he would see them later; he could
even study them to better advantage-or so it seemed to
him-when age had matured his 1deas. On the other hand, he
must have all the effervescence of youth to enjoy the charms of
the great Itahan cities.

Franz de Télek was twenty-seven when he went to Naples
for the last tme He intended to spend only a few hours there
before leaving for Sicily By the exploration of this, the former
Trinacria, he purposed to end hus tour, then he would return to
his Castle of Krajowa for a year’s rest.

An unexpected circumstance not only modified his plans,
but decided lus life and changed its whole course.

During the few years he had lived in Italy the young count
had not learned much of the sciences, for which he felt no
aptitude, but the sense of the beautiful had been revealed to
him like light to a blind man With his mind widely opened to
the splendours of pictonal art, his visits to the art-galleries of
Naples, Rome, and Florence had made him enthusiastic for the
masterpieces of painting At the same time the theatres had
made him acquainted with the lyrical works of the time, and he
had acquired a passion for their interpretation by the great



