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The two main aims in the design for the Urban Library of the Future and Centre for New
Media in Gent are to create a dynamic, flexible and open knowledge environment, whilst
simultaneously strengthening the character of the location with the introduction of a
building with a distinct architectural identity.

The building is both fluid in form and accommodating to its surroundings. This is
evidenced by its appearance - which varies according to the orientation - as well as

from the decision to lift the building volume above ground level, thereby creating

light, transparency and expansive sightlines. However the layered structure and low
construction volume ensure that the impact of the design on the urban profile is minimal
and that views to the characteristic towers of Gent are preserved. The structure also
makes it possible to introduce (green) roof terraces whilst also ensuring low levels of
direct sunlight penetration.
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