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William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26,1564, in Stratford-on-
Avon, England, the third child of John Shakespeare, a well-to-do merchant, and
Mary Arden, his wife. Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar
school, where he learned English, Greek, and Latin. Historians aren’t sure of
the exact date of Shakespeare’s birth.

In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583 the couple
had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the twins, Hamnet and Judith.
Somewhere between 1585 and 1592 Shakespeare went to London, where he
became first an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The King’s
Men, appeared most often in the Globe theatre, a part of which Shakespeare
himself owned.

In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven plays, several
nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. In 1611 when he left the active
life of the theatre, he returned to Stratford and became a country gentleman,
living in the second-largest house in town. For five years he lived a quiet
life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare died and was buried in
Trinity Church in Stratford. From his own time to the present, Shakespeare is
considered one of the greatest writers of the English-speaking world.
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It was a holiday in the city of Rome. Crowds of people cheered
the return of Julius Caesar who had won a battle in Spain.
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cheer [t[1a(r)] v. # kg
battle [beetl] n. ¥k, k%
Spain [spern] n. &3z F
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government ['gavenmaent] n. Hi
official [a'fifI] n. H /B R}
celebrate ['selibrert] v. &KL
shame [ferm] n. £, #ri%
foreign [foren] a. s~ & #%

enemy ['enimi] n. #A

ruler [ruzla(r)] n. 4ié#

pass by it

dress up ¥ _EHFRIR

shed [[ed] v. i@, AT

But not everyone
was happy. Two
government offi-
cials*, Flavius and
Marullus, tried to
send away some of
the crowds.

Go home
you lazy
men!

For shame! He did
not fight a foreign**
enemy, but the sons
of a great Roman—

Why are you
in holiday
clothes
instead of
working in
your shops?

| With him.

g himself ruler

Why, sir. ..

| am a good
shoemaker!
But today |
came out to
see Caesar
and celebrate

Pompey,
who fought
to keep
Caesar from
making

of Rome!
Pompey,
whom you
have often
cheered for
in these very
streets!

How many times have you waited all day just to cheer
Pompey as he passed by? Now you dress up to cheer the

#l man who shed Pompey’s blood!

* those whose jobs involve the running of a city, state, or country
** from another country




§ We must remove |
these decorations. |
They are an insult
to the memory of
Pompey!

i

That day hap-
pened to be a
yearly holiday to
honor the God
Lupercus*. There
was to be a foot
race, and people
had decorated all
the statues in the
city.
g

| that? After all it /sthe
| feast of Lupercal!

You go that way. .. |" Il go this
way. Remove any of Caesar’ s
decorations that you see.

We don’t need such things
to remind us of what Caesar

I” 1l do it!

* a god who would bless the fields with good crops
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WOTES

honor ['pna(r)] v. ¥ 4, #4vA%k#%
God Lupercus / i &4
decorate ['dekarert]
v. B4R, 45
statue ['steetju:]n. Bff%
decoration [.deka're1f an]
n. ¥4
insult [1n'salt] n. 454
after all 5%
feast [first]n. F# 7 B
remind [r'maind] v. {& 2842
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meanwhile [mi:nwail] ad. F] &

spot [spot] n. #.&, % FT
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Meanwhile, near the spot where Then he spoke to Mark Antony.

the young Roman men would race,
Caesar spoke to his wife, Calpurnia. || Be sure to touch

Calpurnia as you

Stand right in Mark | willl 1”1l

run. They say this

Antony’s way when will grant a woman [remember!
he runs. many children.
TN
Suddenly someone called | y N
out from the crowd. i - 4
\ jed \
y ¢
¥/,

Who calls Caesar?
Speak! | am listening!

Caesar!
Beware
the ides of
March*!

* The Roman month was divided into the kalends, the ides, and the nones; in March the ides fell on
the 15th.




A soothsayer* who | | "is#. “B2H4A?”
| tells you to beware HeE. “—AWM=E, EE
the ides of March! ER=ALEE]"

PSR IR EXILE! bR
EEM.”

1. “REBRTA?”
mEE. “BBH=B+HA!"
M. CERERBIE, A28
fi, FHAIE."

Bring him here! Let
me see his face.

What do you
| say now?

Beware the
i |
ides of March! NOTES
soothsayer ['su:Bsera(r)]
The man is a anieboy

d beware [br'wea(r)] v. #Fr, %
reamer. Let us dreamer ['dri:ma(r)] n. 3 a5 A
go on our way. predict [pridikt] v. #1 %

sign [sain] n. 4E9k, F %

omen ['auman] n. ATk, 4Ek

* someone who predicts the future from signs and omens
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follower [foloua(r)] n. & K4,
AN

noble [naubl] a. &%), Xy

| My dear friend, have |
| done something to anger |
you? You don’ t seem °
very friendly lately.

No, no!
It is not

As Caesar and his
followers went off
to the race, Cas-
sius and Brutus,
two noble Romans,
stayed behind.

| have some prob- |You will
lems | must deal |do the Just then a great_shout went up from
with: that is all. right thing, the crowd watching the games.

I m sure.

o,

I”m afraid the people are
choosing Caesar to be
their king!



If you fear it. . .
then you don’t
want it to happen!

Caesar is my friend. But

Caesar has grown
too great! He is a
human being, and

not a god!

[|Are you asking me to
[ |help you stop Caesar
{from becoming king?

¥

‘-51:.,

frii

Rome must be a republic¥,

not Caesar’ s kingdom.

| will think of
what you’ ve
said, and answer
you later.

a government ruled by the people

And if | am?

The games are over. Pull Casca
aside when he passes by. He
will tell us what happened.
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republic [r1'pablik] n. HA=sfk




IR, MM EST | | Meanwhile, Caesar and | don’t like| | Don’t fear him, Caesar. _U
e ET Y E Tk iE i | | his followers arrived at the looks He’s not dangerous.
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As Caesar left, Casca came by in the crowd.

You pulled at my | Yes, tell us what
cloak. You want to] happened. Why
speak to me? all the cheering?

| don't fear him,
for | am Caesar!
But what do you
think of him?

WOTES

fear [fia(r)] v. &4

come by Atk

crowd [kraud] n. A%
cloak [klsuk] n. “F &, shK
cheering ['tf1orig] n. *5%;




You were there,
weren’ t you?

i

'&

If so, | wouldn't
ask you what had
happened!

|was offered |

crown!

He refused it. . .
pushed it away,
like this. . .

and the crowd
cheered!

What about
the second
shout?

And the
third?

Three times, Antony
tried to place a crown on
Caesar’s head. . . and
each time Caesar looked
more sad. But the crowd
cheered when he turned it
down!
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WOTES

crown [kraun] n. £
refuse [ri'fju:z] v. 1£4
push away 47

turn down 4 %
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The people love him as
a dictator*, but they

are not yet ready to ac-
cept him as a king.

By the way, Casca,
will you dine with
me tomorrow?

If | still live. .. And your dinner is
worth eating! For now, farewell.

WOTES

dictator [dik'terta(r)] n.
K54H, BAHE

accept [ak'sept] v. 4%

by the way R4 2] —F

farewell [fea'wel] exclam. & 1L

toss [tos] v. 43, 4%, #o

leading [li:din] a. =&

citizen ['sttizn] n. 7 K., -F &

hint [hint] v. B

If you wish
to talk to me
privately,
come tomor-
row. |” Il wait
at home for
you.

* a leader given full power in times of trouble

| Good! I" 1l |
be there.

So Brutus left, and Cassius
stood alone.

Tonight. . . | will see that letters
are tossed through Brutus’
window.

They' Il seem to be from leading
citizens** hinting that Caesar
will make himself king. I” Il have
Brutus on my side yet!

** members of a city or country who have the right to vote



That night a terrible storm
raged, but casca was out
in it.

Never till tonight have |
seen a storm dropping
such fire on us!

g

A lion. .. but he is |
too frightened to
attack me!

It is a sign from
the gods! They
are angry with the
men of Rome!
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WOTES

terrible ['terabl] a. 2 &)

rage [reid3] v. X XM 4

drop [drop] v. (1£)%F, 4&°F

fire [fata(r)] n. H#%

frighten [frartn] v. (f&)1% %,
7 F

sign [samn] n. 49k, iF %




