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PREFACE

Yang Weize, mayor of

uzhou

Suzhou, known as "Heaven on Earth", has had an abundance of talented people ever since ancient times

"Be the first to become concerned with the world's troubles and the last to rejoice in its happiness.” this
famous motto was written by Fan Zhongyan. from Suzhou: "Every man has a duty to his country" was
written by Gu Yanwu, from Kunshan, Suzhou. Other eminent celebrities from Suzhou include: Yan Yan,
one of Confucius' ten top pupils: Zhang Xu, the greatest master of cursive script of Tang Dynasty
calligraphy field: Yang Huizhi. "No.1 Sculptor on the Earth": Lu Guimeng, a famous poet; Fan Chengda,
one of the "Four Great Writers" of the Southern Song Dynasty; Zhang Sengyao, Huang Gongwang, Shen
Zhou, Tang Bohu, Wen Zhengming and Qiu Ying, famous painters: Kuai Xiang. the supervisory officer of
the Tian'anmen construction project; Wang Xichan, astronomer; Feng Menglong, great writer: Ye Gui and

Xue Xue. famous physicians: Weng Tonghe. instructor to both King Tongzhi and King Guangxu, and also

many other figures worth mentioning in China's modern & contemporary history of literature and politics,

such as Liu Yazi. Chen Qubing, Jin Songcen and Ye Shengtao. They were all born and brought up in
Suzhou

Many others, though not of Suzhou origin. had an indissoluble bond with her. Some of them made great

achievements here: Taibo & Zhongyong. having fled to Suzhou, laid the foundation of Wu State of the
Spring and Autumn Period: Wu Zixu, according to the astronomical and geographical conditions, built
"the City of Helu", which was the old city proper of present Suzhou: Sun Wu, helped Wu State sack Chu
Stste and wrote The Art of War, which is acclaimed as "the greatest works on military art." Others, as
government officials appointed to Suzhou, were loved and respected by Suzhou people for their integrity
and contributions: Bai Juyi, during his service as governor of Suzhou, ordered the 7-1i (3.5 km) dyke
constructed, which is called Dyke of Bai today: Kuang Zhong, an upright governor, spared no efforts to
cut taxes, to exterminate the evil and to foster the good, which earned him the reputation "A Peerless
Governor in Suzhou History". Finally. still some others, moved to Suzhou and spent many years here, and
their tracks can be traced within and outside this city: Su Shunqin, afier having moved to Suzhou, bought
materials to have Canglang Pavilion built; Yu Yue, an influential scholar, had Zigzag Garden built and
presided Ziyang Academy: Zhang Taiyan, spent his last years in Suzhou. studying and writing. All these
people made great contributions to the economy prosperity and culture development of Suzhou.

The galaxy of talent has produced the cultural wealth of Suzhou, which, in turn is famous all over the
world because of them. People of Suzhou take great pride in them.

Suzhou Association of Philosophy & Social Science and Suzhou Institution of Journalism Study have

invited experts in this field to select, from the countless figures, 67 most eminent ones to be introduced in

this book, by means of pictures and words, stress on the former. It is a meaningful thing to do. Both local

people and visitors will benefit. to a certain degree, after having read this book.
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Portrait of Taibo.
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TAIBO & ZHONGYONG

Taibo, with the surname of Ji, was the eldest son of
King Zhou Tai of late Shang Dynasty. The King
planned to set up his youngest son Jili as king, so Tai-
bo had to flee to Suzhou with his younger brother
Zhongvong, who came to power after Taibo. Here they
lived together with local people, farming and intro-
ducing Shang and Zhou civilization. They made great
contributions to the development of economy and cul-
ture in this area, and Gouwu they established was to
be the foundation of Wu State of the Spring and Au-
tumn Period. Zhongyong, also named Yu Zhong, is
buried at Yu Hill in Changshu, for which reason Yu

Hill is named.
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Temple of Taibo (Meicun Township, Wuxi).



8 L 48 Tomb of Zhongyong (Yushan Township,Changshu)




gshut (To Commemorate Zhongyong)




Portrait of Helu.
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HELU
Helu (? -496 B.C), named Guang, became King of Wu
after Zhuanzhu assassinated King Liao at his request. Helu
ordered Wu Zixu and Sun Wu to have Dacheng (old city of
Suzhou) built. With its strong economy and military force,
Wu State became one of the most powerful states during

the Spring and Autumn Period.
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Portrait of Wu Zixu.
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Wu Zixu (? -484B.C), named Yun, was a native of Chu State of late Spring and Autumn Period.

Having come to Wu State, he was appointed commander in chief of Wu's military force, defeating

Wu's strong rival Chu in the west and Yue, south. However, King Fuchai listened to Bo's slanders

and ordered Wu to commit suicide.




R R : 2 X Shrine of Prime Minister Wu (inside Panmen Scenic Area)



Statue of Sun Wu
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SUN WU
Sun Wu, stvled Changqing, was a native of Qi
State of late Spring and Autumn Period. Hav-
ing come to Wu State with his thirteen-volume
books on art of wars dedicated to King Helu,
Sun Wu was appointed commander in chief,
leading Wu troops to defeat Chu and occupy
its capital, city of Ying .His works, The Art of
War, is the world’s first of its kind, so influen-
tial as to be acclaimed as "the greatest works

on military art."



