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PREFACE

The Chinese sculpture forms an important part of Chinese national arts
and world arts. Having begun from the ancient time, it has developed into an
extensive and profound art with a unique style.

Modern sculptural art began in China at the beginning of the 20th century.
Introduced from France, it was influenced by the sculptural tradition of the
former Soviet Union Chinese sculptors, unsatisfied with just learning from
Europe, seeked to combine the European style with the national art. The
older generation of Chinese sculptors followed the principles of the Realism,
but in terms of personal styles, they presented their own arts.

Since the 1980s, modern sculpture has grown strongly in China as a result
of China's opening up and reform which improved the national economic
strength and changed people's thinking. Now it has entered a prosperous
stage where the mainstream coexists with colorful branches, the abstract art
growing with the concrete, the traditional being blended with the original.
So the old, middle-aged and young sculptors all find their field of
development. Today, the old generation of sculptors like us has formed mature
personal styles after more than 50 years of practice and exploration of the
European and national arts, though their ways are different. They can be
said to be a steady art force. The middle-aged group, as the backbone of the
national art world, have experienced strict shaping trainings and proved open
in thinking and bold in creation. They showed their development in both the
abstract and the concrete arts which highlighted their leading position despite
presenting some immaturities. The young artists, led by the middle-aged,
have proved freer and further in art pursuits, admiring current European

fashions while having little knowledge of national arts. Generally, they are a




growing art group at the stage of tempering. It is surprising and delightful,
however, that some "black horses" have emerged among them. Another
noticeable thing is that the artistic decoration sculputre gained big progress
in jade, wood, stone, root and pottery sculptures, not only enriching the
sculptural art in artistic language and scope,but also making the art closer
to common people's life.

With such a prosperous situation comes the exciting news that the
Selected Works of Chinese Contemporary Sculptors will be published by
the Sculpture Commiittee of China National Crafts and Fine Arts Academy,
who have picked up a group of contemporary sculpture works and planned
to publish them in form of special serial books. This will help develop
China's sculptural art in both realistic and historical senses.

First, publishing the books will make great contributions to the art
treasure-house in China. Contemporary sculptors have showed their works
at exihibitions or in newspapers and magazines,but the impact is limited.
The books will have their works immortalized in history and passed down
to later generations.

Secondly, the publications will show to communities at home and abroad
the artistic achievements of sculpture in China since the reform and opening
up, thus increasing exchanges between home and foreign artists and
improving the national art level by the exchanges.

In addition, the books will provide home and foreign sculpture lovers

colorful and high-level editions of sculpture book.
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EXPRESSING HER FEELINGS AND IDEALS FOR BRILLANT AND SURE ACHIEVEMENTS
——PREFACE TO A COLLECTION OF WANG XIAOHUI'S WORKS

by Yuan Yun Fu

Wang Xiaohui was born in Shanghai forty years ago. She was luckily among the first group of students admitted
to our academy at the end of the Cultural Revolution when the college just resumed its admission work, and
graduated from the industrial art carving class in 1978. The top students at that time like Peng Xiaojia, Wang
Xiaohui and Sun Shen have all become well-known carving artists who achieved remarkable success and artistic
excellence. | still remember that in the early 80s when Professor Zhu Ex and I led a group of students to go
sketching in east Zhejiang puovince from Shanghai. On the way, we visited the Shanghai Industrial Art Plant
where by chance we met Xiaohui. She was chiselling a huge wooden sculpture, dripping with sweat. Then she
showed us many of her wood carving works which impressed us extraordinarily. Frankly speaking, it is not easy
to create extraordinary works under the particular condition of the time.

In 1986,we managed to transfer her to our academy and make an exception of appointing her the lecturer of the
wood carving art. In the same year, she won the Japanese Dragon Fuji International Art Award by her work of
Love. Her strenuous efforts both in artistic creation and teaching have rewarded her with many successes. In
1989.her department held a"Wang Xiaohui's Wood Carving Work Exhibition"and the nearly 100 piece Creative
works displayed were well acknowledged by the spectators. Many teachers and students heartily praised her
cordial attitude towards academic study and persistent pursuit of art. She once wrote with deep passion;"For
years my life was accompanied with sweat, blood and even tears , However, when finally pieces of works,whether
good or bad, were completed by hands, I really tasted the happiness and pride of an persistent conqueror, woke
up on all the meanings of life embodied in the whole process of carving and appreciated the waves of feeling, the
impulse of artistic creation, the courage and strength aroused in my mind. And it was since then that I have
become fascinated with soil, wood and carving knife."

We can comprehend more vividly from her works and personal narration the honest mind of an artist.

Woman is the main subject of Xiaohui's wood carving works. This is closely associated with her family history,
her pursuit in life and her painful experience from her hard work. Her mother passed away when she was a child.
And the Cultural Revolution had the teenage Xiaohui experience the sense of loss and melancholy. These account
for the fact that she particularly treasures the aesthetic spirit of peace and elegance and the fact that she expects
to bring delight and condolence to people, They are not only her insight into the world but also the need of her
soul. In addition she began to cry out with deep feelings, for women creating serial works such as Woman's
Burden, Woman's Pain, Woman's Anticipation . She also made it clear that she would embody her works with
"more social significance" and not"just make them the articles for people to appreciate”.As an artist of perseverance
and talent,Wang Xiaohui has improved her works and thinking to a higher cultural level. What makes it more
estimable, encouraging and respectful is that she was promoted to set new goals of artistic creation. The sea of art
is boundless and art comes from an artist's feelings. Those artists who keep up their artistic feelings and ambitions

will create great arts. I believe that Wang Xiaohui's art will yield more and more rich fruits.
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