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This SERIES OF BOOKS ON GREAT MAST
ERST OF STUDIES OF THE QUINTESSENN CE
OF CHINESE CULTURE is chlefly inspired by the
idea that“each generation has its own learning”,and
the here of this biography, Guo Mo — ruo ( Ding
Tang) ,is just such a“Favored one of the time” who
can best incarnate this saying. Despite the “rough-
ness and carelessness” in some of his writings, and
the“frequent changes ”of his points, to exclude him,
or to write off this influence will leave an evident
missing link and a blank in the history of contempo-
rary Chinese learning. It is on the basis of this objec-
tive reality that this book tries to iilustrate the me-
andering progress and the pros and cons, the gains
and losses of the studies of the quinteésence_of Chi-
nese culture reflected in Guo Mo —ruo’s academic

activities and attainments during the whole length
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of his life time when china advanced from one endeavour to e-
mancipaté the mind to another.

Ever since Guo Mo —ruo stepped into the literary world and
the world of historians,he had been disputedly commented on by
the academic world while favoured by the political world. No
wonder that an overseas Chinese lady, Su Xue — Lin once said:
“The whole thing is incomprehensible to me. Either Guo is a real
genius as he boats to be, or, the literary circle, like the political
circle,actually fosters lucky fellows and Guo is just one of them.”
In his early years,Guo had called Confucius of China and Goethe
of Germany“spherical geniuses” which was later applied to Guo
himself by Zhou Yang. This label may serve as a convincing expla-
nation of Guo. The political circle favoured him because he was
exceptionally gifted. The academic world had disputed opinions of
him,because people may have looked at the“spherical body”from
different perspectives.

Being unable to delineate a complete gigantic spherical body
in this small booklet, the author has to study the giant by parts
centering around the studies of the quintessence of Chinese culture
while bearing in mind and keeping reminding the readers that
here are commentaries on a“spherical”figure. Reality reflected in
every aspect of the sphere is to be taken into consideration. Be-
sides an overview of the studies of the quintessence of Chinese
culture in 1920s,the commentaries are organized into eight units.
The first unit discusses Guo’s basic attitude towards studies of
Chinese culture, freeing himself from the traditional attitude to-
wards it,and his attitude towards both Chinese and Western cul-
tures,the two different concepts about studies of Chinese culture,
and his new approaches to“ancient reality”. Beginning with stud-
ies of inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells of the Shang Dynas-

ty,which Guo held to be the origin of Chinese culture,he went on

.2.
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tracing ancient Chinese society with the help of oracle inscriptions

on tortoise shells and animal bones. Yet, this is only one aspect of

his brilliant academic achievements. Another of his important
contributions to the studies of Chinese culture is his new approath
to doing textual research of inscriptions on sacrificial vessels, ar-
ranging inscriptions on ancient bronze objects into a grand system
He never ceased in his effort to check and explain documents of
ancient times,and to resurrect old books,and in so doing,he dem-
onstrated his own idea about the studies of the quintessence of
Chinese culture,and his approach to the studies by standing out-
side and above it. He was original in his studies of the Zhou and
the Qin dynasties, his commentaries on the various ancient Chi-
nese scholars. In his textual research of Qu Yuan’s verses,in his a-
nalysis of Cai Yan’s long poem“Hujia Shiba Pai”, his commentar-
ies on Li Bai and Du Fu,his praise of“Zai Sheng Yuan” (“Predes-
tined Marriage of New lives”), his critical comments on characters
depicted in classic poetry,ci,qu and fu,he was also unique among
the multitude of Chinese masters. Through the monographic stud-
ies we’ve made in these five units, the readers, we hope, are pro-
vided with a clear view of the lasting influence or “sensational
effect”of Guo’s works on confucian classics, history, philosophy
and Belles—Letters—the four traditional categories of Chinese
writings. The last two units try to illustrate Guo’s“spherical”char-
acteristics. One is his reproduction of histrical reality in forms of
art, thereby extended the studies of Chinese culture into the
sphere of literature. The other is his combination of politics and
learning,and scholar and poet into one,and the gains and losses of

this characteristic in his studies of the Chinese culture.
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