= e

Ty’




2 ERLEC T SRR

€6 5815 R 155X S
(TF)

HIGHLIGHTS OF
ENGLISH READING COURSE BOOKS

RUEE KIFH BUF HwE

ERARF LB



EREREE (CIP) MiE

haEFEREEE (T) /7RRE, &&E9, BHRPRE .
—I M. BRKEEKR, 1998.3

(HBS B ET]D

ISBN 7 - 81029 - 479 - 2

1.t
T.OR DK@~
M. $BE—iETHE

IV .H315

T R R R AL
FATE T AT A ED R R
eI
WA 5500 1188 1732 G180 17,626 9REL 2e0 T

Lot 3 12 J) 1 1968 42 3 143 1 R0k

s 1—5000 B
A b THESE 25,00 72



- AR B R

RE=ERS
= B mAR MR

B OB (RBRENIA)

WPHr WP K
¥ ¥ BER
KEH @ BXE
FEE  KFR
wmAkg R

ZItiE



A At W A

ABEHBHEERERFL-_FUARFRIFHETERA,
My LTFTEE, 245 18A4A%A, FEA GRS HER: —,
L, FlEERAS 4068, KB EEEP Ml iwgid
e, — HaEE, TEFIEREKESHNHTHA R
#h; =, RX, SHEEMEH LTS WE; w, Bl KMHH,
BAE RN EXEAYH R EPERRESRA,

EH 1~ LA DBARTPRESUAY, T~ 1280 H
R EERTHMAL, B~ 18 2AGTEIMEASERE .
g



B E

19944 9 A 176, ELHWHHASEFR TS A4 WHRR
RECLEHEERRS. BRSO UNBRFHTLHIFEAES
BRWARRN, FASNIFEER., RILFEFERE. N+,
PAMEER., FHKTER, WAETEE., L ARTER.
ANHAER, BB A¥, FHA¥. VP RARE¥BE I HR
RNRE, SeRREFFSH TRAFERREARBHEN
FERAR, AREDDERFLLREAHETHLEY, B
URATAREFTHANTS., SERE—AHY, HERE
BREFANERAELEXFHBHHAL, HONBERBR
ABRSEROERE, YTEARERANEERE -S4
WHFREINREAN, LAAREEBNBRNKEANE. BEF
%, RRBBH RS, EPEREERAN (FEERAF
FWERBBEBEEAR) HHABH, SHAEX TR
FEANETTAEEZNATRNSHIE, TRITED; 2L
RERFENXALKERI, WEFLAMILERAESSE, &£
WEAFEREY S, THXAED, EARELH ZHAER
$RE, EHARBFPETRAEEBENER. B, RAD
BEHE - EBAANESE., AANAMNR ERENEEH
B, URTREMERRE T LU ERERN LA, ElEHE
RERADFTHNERTHANEALE, ERBLRAL RS
EHL, SARRARRYL ‘T ALHEBREESSLERNE

-1.



EESHRTERL", ARALALRRATRG R ERH .
AEEAEZREFENNIEXNEEREERASAXREN T
RURATGRARLEXRFHTINS R, RERHEHE,

{(XEFFEBRuEE)

{(EFHor s

(K 8 W M)

(EERA W EXL)

(ZKFF%RNE)

(XFR¥EEA)

(EBEAAR%ERR) |

ERTLBY, BARLH "KBFN - SENKEH A,
EXEM—-HEY, BETEREXTEREN, KA, $HTH
AHHEE . R, Bk, HRBPERUETF P, M5
BUMKAREARTUANER,

RERHLHURRHSBELE, BERBARSETN
FhHN, EREWALRBRESTHM L XH. TURREKRNS
B, RAXUMBMS . REAURRUIEARWEF OB,
RERHNURESTTRIE —FLOR, BRANACEHE
WAEHE RS RAE S BRER — ﬁi%#é&ﬁﬁ&&#ﬁﬂ
T R B e A B

ﬁm&ﬁﬂkﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁk#%ﬁﬁ%iﬁ%#%&&,
HARNZERNAREREEHATUR AN I HAoxE, &
HTHSERRAARN. 54, FUASHIRRBRPS K
REATAKEOHFRREARNN IR TFRAN LR, #
BTIHSHEUNEL, 2k, RNAE, BELKEEF AR
oW, -



CONTENTS

Ut FOUE v ovevorrmresnsesssssestsssusssuosmsastessstasmmmnsnsssssiiss (53)
Uit Eight «oooreceremesiam sttt (128)
Unif Twelve +ooreerrenecacermmnrmnmsoesmocnccsssons seccamsssannsee (227)



UNIT ONE

1 .VOCABULARY

unforgivable a . AR
sheriff n. BRTEKE
complexion n. BRES

bun n. RFEHE

boot . fRIPER

dike n. 22

skid vt . T18

wrench n. ¥

ebbn. B¥:RE

lidn. &F

pidgin n. RAEREIE B

RBS

consul n. WH
demurefyad.fmﬁﬁi‘lﬂ
deride vt . [R3R

legitimate n. &50); &8
5

engender vt. [

prize a. E—EY

sow n. X'@%

litter n. — &

aboriginal n. TERBR
forthright o . L8, 3 2460
whiskers n.. |\EB% ; R
locution n. R HIBNRIKD
L. R

case n. 18

gender n. (B

jettison vt . YUFF

nonplus vt . (KR FE RN

dodger n. TX 8

strapping a. BB AMEAE
Y

sunbonnet n . FEEA OIS
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calico n. ETEH Ionian n. BRBTA(GH
suffice v. 208 BHMERZ—)
untenable a . UG BY whet ot . 1858

Il .READING SKILLS:
Guessing Unknown Words(1)

In any comprehension text you will find words that you don't know,
You can look them up in a dictionary, of course, but it's a good idea to get
into the habit of doing without a dictionary as much as possible, panicu-
larly if you are preparing for an examination, In fact, if you read the text
carefully and think,it's usually possible to guess the meaning of most of
the words that you don't know. Look at the context of each word -
the sentence that it's in, and the sentences that come before and after.
Look to see if the word is repeated later in the text;the more often it's
used, the easier it is to understand.

Unless your English is very good, you probably don't know the words
“fret’ or ‘bawl’ . As long as they are alone, there’s no way of guessing
what they mean,but see what happens when they are put into a context:
1. The strings of the guitar should be pressed down just behind , not on the

fret. By deing this , the string is brought firmly into contact with the
metal of the fret. '

Notice that each time you move vour finger up a fret, the pitch of the
string goes up a semitone,

2. The woman next door kept -me awake bawling at her hushand half the
night. '

It's not very difficult to guess that a “fret’is one of the thin pieces of
metal that separate the notes on a guitar, or that ’bawling’ must mean
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talking aggressively or shouting.

3. The car was making a funny noise,so 1 got out, opened the bonnet, and
took out the dipstick to.check the cil level. .

4. [ heard a noise like a rabbit being killed by a stoat.

It is net very difficult to guess that a dipstick is the metal rod that is
used for measuring the oil level in a car engine, or that a stoat is probably
some kind of aggressive animal(even if you cannot tell exactly what) .

Do not expect to be able to guess all the new words in a text. There
will be some that you can cnly get a vague idea of ,and others will be im-
possible . Do not waste time worrying about these :the most important thing
is to understand the text as a whole as well as possible, and one or two
difficult words will not make much difference.

Exercise A

You probably do not know many of these words: ungainly, boorish,
knoll, tacky,shamble,undercoat, glum, noteh , washer, gullible .

Look at the way they are used in the following sentences and then
say , or write, what you think they might mean. (Do not lock in your dictio-
nary , of course. )

1. She’s a big ungainly girl - always breaking things and falling over.

2. I've never met anybody as boorish as you are — what you said to me
yesterday was absolutely unforgivable .

3. Napoleon rode up on to a little knoll to see the battle more clearly.

4. Put the glue on the broken pieces,wait until it is tacky and then stick
them together ., .

5. He must be tired:look at the way he's shambling along.

. 1 can’t get on with painting the bathroom until the undercoat’s dry.

7. You're looking 2 bit glum — what's the matier?



8. California Pete had thirty-four notches on his gun:one for each sheriff
he had killed,
9. I think we need a new washer. The tap keeps dripping.
10. She’s amazingly gullible .1 told her yesterday that Switzerland had de-
clared war on China and she believed every word,

Exercise B

You probably don't know many of these words: famished, flipper,
shred , trudge , lintel , gaudy , sallow , surreptitiously , goggle , pillion.

Look at the way they are used in the following sentences and then
84y ,or write, what you think they might mean.(Don't use a dictionary, of
course., )

. Have you got a piece of bread or something? I'm absolutely famished..

. "My God, he's swimming fast.” ‘ Yes,he's got flippers on. '

. She read my letter slowly to the end and then tore it to shreds.

. On the way, we drove past a column of depressed-locking soldiers,
trudging along wearily through the mud and rain.

. The door was so low 1 hit my head on the lintel.

P W R e

L= ]

. Schastian hates fairs. The loud, vulgar music, the cheap gaudy colours,
the noise, the whole atmoaphere — everythmg makes him fee] ill.
7. Twenty years in an unhealthy tropical climate had given his face a per-
manently sallow complexion .
8. I looked round the church :two of the children were playing cards under
the seat,and another was surreptitiously eating a cream bun.
9. What are you all goggling at me like that for? Have I got two heads or
something?
10. Mike got on the motorhike, I sat behind him on the pillion, and we
roared off into the night.
4



I . TEXTS

Read each text carefully, without a dictionary, and then answer the
questions that follow. While reading, pay special attention to the words
that you don’t know :look camfull-y at the context and see if you can get an
idea of what they mean.

Text A
Driver Escapes Through Car Boot

Mr Peter Johnson, aged twenty-three, battled for half an hour to es-
cape from his trapped car yesterday when it landed upside down in three
feet of water. Mr Johson took the only escape route — through the boot.

Mr Johson's car had finished up in a dike at Romney Marsh, Kent,
after skidding on ice and hitting a bank . ‘ Fortunately the water began to
come in .only slowly,’'Mr Johson said. ‘] couldn’t force the doors because
they were jammed against the banks of the dike, and daren't open the
windows because I knew water would come flooding in.’

Mr Johnson, a sweets salesman, of Holly Bank Hill, London Road,
Sittingbourne , Kent , first tried to atiract the attention of other motorists by
sounding the hom and hammering on the roof and the boot. Then he began
his struggle o escape. :

Later he caid: ‘It was really a halfpenny which saved my life. It was
the only coin I had in my pocket and I used it to unscrew the back seat to
get into the boot. As I worked on the screws I could feel the water collect-
ing underneath me on the roof . | hammed desperately with a wrench trying
to make someone hear,but no help came.’

It took minutes to unscrew the seat — and a further five minutes to
clear the sweet samples from the boot. Then, Mr Johnson found & wrench
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and began to work on the boot lock. Fifteen desperate minutes ehbed
away. ‘It was the only chance I had. Finally it gave but as soon as I
moved the boot lid the water and mud gushed-in. I forced the lid down in-
to the nmud and scrambled clear as the car filled up.’

His hands and arms cut and bruised , Mr Johnson got to Beckett Farm
nearby where he was looked after by the farmer’s wife, Mrs Lucy Bates.
Huddled in s rug, he said, * That thirty minutes seemed like hours. ' Only
the tips of the car wheels were visible, police said last night. The vehicle
had sunk into two feet of mud at the bottom of the dike.

Exercise
Here are nine words and expressions from the text. Each is followed

by four explanations of its meaning: only one is correct. Do this exercise
without a dictionary.
1. boot{line 3)

a.back window

b.space for luggage at the back of the car

¢.space for luggage at the front of the car

d.engine compartment
2. dike(line 4)

a.lake b.small farm road

¢.channel full of water at the side of the road

d.canal
3. wrench(line 16)

a.a kind of tool b.a kind of box

¢.a bunch of keys d. one of the controls of the car
4. samlples(line 19)

a.boxes b. catalogues
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¢.examples of what a salesman is trying to sell
d.rubbish
5. ebbed away(lines 20 - 21)
a.were left b.were all he had c.went past very slowly d. were
used up
6. it gave(line 21)
a.it presented itself to me b.it came open
c.I got something from it = d.1 stopped trying
7. gushed(line 22)
a.poured b.came slowly c.made a loud noise d.felt cold
£. huddled(line 26) :
a.talking b.interviewed c¢.wrapped up warmly d.confused
9. tips(line 27)
a.outside parts b.mbber parts ¢.metal parts d.tops

Text B

There is a story of a British consul in China whe was asked to marry
a young Danish sailor and a Chinese girl - no one of the three knowing
the other languages . Accordingly , the official , said to the bride, ‘ This man
wantchee take you home-side makee wife-pidgin.Can do,no can do?” Said
she demurely, ‘Can do’ ,and the consul pronounced them man and wife,

Pidgin English, though sometimes ignored and derided as ‘ haby
talk’ ,is a legitimate, useful language that continues to gather converts.lt
is still the lingua franca of a large part of the Pacific Islands,and an esti-
mated 30 to 50 million people speak some form of it , either solely or as an
adjunct to their native tongues.



To be sure,its limited vocabulary can engender some laughable quo-
tations, such as the description of a piane by a New Guinea native ; * Him
fella big box, you fight him, he cry.’ Or the classic announcement by a
Chinese servant that his master’s prize sow had given binth to 2 litter:
‘Him cow pig have kittens.’

But pidgin's seemingly imprecise voeabulary can be almost poetic at
times .

There could hardly be, in any langnage, & friendlier definition of a
friend than the Australian sborigine’s ‘him brother belong me’ . Or con-
sider his description of the sun: ‘lamp belong Jesus’. Pidgin can be
forthright, too. An Aussie policeman is‘ gubmint catchum-fella’ . An elbow
is‘ screw belong arm’ . Whiskers are * grass belong face’ . When a man is
thirsty , ‘ him belly allatime bum’ . |

The English pidgin we know today was born on the China coast 300
years ago when the Western nations first began to trade there . The crews of
merchant vessels were disinclined to leam Chinese, and the Chinese saw
little sense in the involved grammatical locutions of the traders ' languages .
They compromised by adapting the Westerners’ words to Chinese syntax.
The resultant goulash became known as ‘ business’ language, or because
the closest a Chinese could come to pronouncing business was ‘ bishin’ or
“bijin’ ~ eventually pidgin. (It has nothing to do with & pigeon though its
sometimes spelt thay way. )

Might pidgin some day become the one intemational ‘earth lan-
gnage’?

Professor William Marquardt of New York University’s linguistics de-
partment disabused me of that rosy notion. ‘ Although all the verieties of
pidgin are alike in that they lack case, gender, tense and number, * he
said, “each form of pidgin must rely on the structural pattem of the native
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language to make sense.’

In the latter-day compulsion to” civilize’ every‘ backward’ nation in
sight,pidgin is invariably considered by Weatern-world policy makers one
of the first backwardnesses to be jettisoned . This could prove to be a mis-
take . Robert Hall, professor of linguistics at Comell University, points out
in his book, Hands Off Pidgin English ! ,that the New Guinea native can
learn Melanesian pidgin well enough in six months to begin instruction as
a medical assistant.To achieve a command of English sufficient to under-
take the same instruction would require five or six years.

In 1953, a U. N. Trusteeship Council recommended — among other
improvements — that the pidgin used in New Guinea’s trust territory be
abolished and gradually replaced by English . But the language appears to
be here to stay,beyond the powers of prohibition. In July 1962, when the
U.N. invited one of the native members of its Trusteeship Council - a
prospercus copra planter named Somu Sigob ~ to address a meeting at the
New York headquarters, he nonplussed the delegates by addressing them

in pidgin.

Exercise
Choose the correct answer to each question (without using a dictio-
nary )
1. What do you think the British consul's sentence(lines 3 - 4) means?
a.This man wants to marry you = do you want to marry him?
b.This man wants to know if you are married.
¢.This man wants you to live with him in Denmark .
d.This man wants to many you and take you to his country. Do you a-
gree to that?
2. “Derided’ (line 6)means



