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@onstellations;

So just what are these consicllations you keep hearing about? You
may go outside some night and see all kinds of stars, and maybe
you have even spotted the yipper (northern hemisphere) or the

' Crose (southern hemisphere), but what about Leo the
Lion or Pisces the Fish? What are they?

Looking at the Constellations, the first thing you need to know is

that constellations are not real !

The constellations are totally 110210y things that poets, farmers
and o+ have made up over the past 6,000 years (and pro-
bably even more! ). The real purpose for the constellations is to
help us tell which stars are which, nothing more. On a really dark
night, you can see about 1000 to 1500 stars. Trying to tell which is
which is hard. The constellations help by breaking up the sky into
more managable bits. They are used as imncmonics, or memory aids.
For example, if you spot three bright stars in a row in the winter
evening, you might realize, “Oh! That’s part of Orion! ” Sud-

denly, the rest of the constellation falls into place and you can de-
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clare: “There’s Betelgeuse in Orion’s left shoulder and Rigel is
his foot.” And once you recognize Orion, you can remember that
Orion’ s Hunting Dogs are always nearby. Then you might recognize
the two bright stars in the upper and lower left of the photograph as
Procyon 1n Canis Minor and Sirius in Canis Major, respectively.

The constellations have been called humanity’s oldest picture book.
For 5,000 and more years, people have looked into a clear night
sky and seen the same stars we see today. They isolated groups of
stars and connected them to each other with imaginary lines, much

as we play connect-the-dots.

In the past, people had an excellent knowledge of the night sky.
They were able to tell when to plant and when to harvest, and later
they navigated the seas with the stars’ help. Characters of myth and
legend were used to name and tell the stories of the stars. Here are

a few.

The group of stars that looked like a man with a sword was named
Orion, for the famous hunter in Greek mythology. The pattern that
looked like twin boys they called Gemini, the Twins. The large,
bright group of stars in the shape of a lion is known as Leo. According
to Greek mythology, Leo was the fierce lion killed by Hercules,

There are millions of stars, but only 5, 780 are visible to the naked
eye. The largest constellation is Hydra, the Sea Serpent. The smallest
constellation is Crux, the Southern Cross.
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Aries

In Greek mythology, Aries was a winged ram with golden wool.
Birth: Mar. 21 ~ Apr. 20

Key Words : independence, pioneering, acting, leading
Personality : Aries is the first sign of the twelve zodiacs. It represents
the beginning of all things and usually displays a strong desire to
lead. Arians are adventurous, energetic, pioneering, and courageous.
Arians always want to be on top. They tend to be frank and open
but also self-centered and willful. Arians love adventure and almost
have no fear. All is done with great enthusiasm which affects the
people around them. Arians are loyal to family and friends. Aries
is ruled by the forceful Mars. Arians are good athletes, doctors,
explorers, soldiers, and leaders. Sometimes they like physical,
emotional and mental extremes but Arians should be careful not to
go too far with their extremism. % ‘ $ a
Birthstone : diamond, ruby, emerald, amethyst

Attracting Signs : Gemini, Leo, Libra, Scorpio

Celebrities : Celine Dion, Leonardo Da Vinci, Jackie Chan
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Taurus ( The Bull)

Jupiter, the supreme Roman god, turned himself into a bull when
he swam from Phoenicia to Crete.

Birth: April 21 ~ May 21

Keywords: diligent, savings, comfortable

Personality: Taurus is the second sign of the zodiac, representing
growth and development. Taurus is patient, reliable, warmhearted,
loving, persistent, and determined. It likes few changes which de-
termines its rescerved and practical nature. Taureans show a great in-
terest in all physical matters. Taurus is faithful to friends and lovers.
However, when insulted Taureans remember it forever. No other
sign in the zodiac is closer to earth than Taurus. Taurus is ruled by
Venus and seeks harmony with its surroundings. Taureans like being
part of a team. However, they have a reputation for stubbornness,
Taureans are good teachers, scientists, designers, and chefs.
Birthstone : rose quartz, emerald

Attracting Signs : Libra, Scorpio, Capricorn E, a “
Celebrities : Barbra Streisand, Audrey Hepburn, William Shake-

speare
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Geni

This constellation reminded the Greeks of Castor and Pollux, the
mythological twin sons of Zeus. It was thought to bring good luck
to sailors since it appeared at the end of the winter storm season.
Birth: May 22 ~ Jun. 21

Key Words : thinking, communicating, amusing

Personality:

Gemini is the third sign of the zodiac, representing quickness of
thought. Geminis are good communicators. They are active and
clever. Geminis are adaptable, versatile, communicative, witty,
intellectual, and eloquent. Sometime they can be pessimistic which
is caused by their dual nature. Geminis like being part of a group.
They always follow the rules of the game. Understanding and tol-
erant, they can be helpful in any situation. They usually liven up
any social gathering with their ideas and verbal facility. Gemini is
ruled by Mercury. Geminis can adapt to any situation, however they
still try to keep their independence. Geminis like to travel and so-
cialize. Geminis are good lawyers, politicians and public speakers.
Birthstone : citrine, amber, tourmaline A

Attracting Signs : Virgo, Libra, Sagittarius “ m ﬁ

Celebrities : John Kennedy, Walt Whitman, Nicole Kidman
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Cancer represents the crab that Juno, queen of the gods, sent to
rescue Hydra. But Hercules stepped on the crab, crushing it to death.
To reward the crab for its heroic attempt, Juno chose it to represent
this constellation.

Birth: Jun. 22 ~ Jul. 22

Key Words: protecting, feeling, dreaming, securing

Personality:

Cancers are protective, traditional, and emotional. Sometimes Can-
cers can be 1voressive in getting what they want. They like extremes:
they can be joyful and miclancholic in a short period of time. The

heart of their personality is sensitivity. They take everything very
personally. Cancers give high value to their homes. Cancers do not
like to be criticized or insulted. Cancers like to give away things.
They are good lawyers, architects, designers, and painters.

Birthstone: moonstone, pearl, pcridol

Attracting Signs: Pisces, Scorpio, Aquarius
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