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Editor's Notes

According to Chinese historical convention, the name of an emperor

goes right after his posthumous title. Thus in the biographies of this pamphlet
the posthumous title of an emperor is followed by his family and other names.

1.
2.

10.

11.

Dynasties arranged in this book follow the chronological order.

Owing to the shortage of preservation, the photos are onty founding

kings of the Dynasties.

The Photos are taken from:

a. The National Museum of the Chinese Republic;

b. “Portraits of Former Great men,” wood-carvings, made in the
eleventh year of Wan Chi, of the Ming Dynasty;

c. The rest are taken from portraits found in popular anthologies
and San Ts'ai T'u Hui

We draw behind the short introduction of each protrait a tree-diagram

of the emperor’s family, to show the family position of the lacking

portraits of other rulers.

We pay our attention mainly to the founding emperors in every Dynasty,

while their successors are excluded, with only a few exceptions. '

The introductions are based on official historical records, and we referred

to other authoritative history books also.

The dates of the dynasties and emperors are given according to the

Gregorian calendar.

Concerning the ancient history, the views are different, we choose those

that bear strong evidence.

Starting from the Hsia Dynasty, the lengths of the Dynasties are based

on to National Museum’s” Chinese Dynasties and Reigns, Pofessor Tung

Cho-pin’s” Time Table of Former Ages,” and “’Concise Annual Record

of Chinese History,"” and we further referred to Mr. Chan Hing Lin's

"Time Table of Chinese Great Happenings,” Wan Kwo Ting's,” Yearly

Records of Chinese History, Mr. Chin Po Chan’s” Timetable of Chinese

and Foreign History, Mr. Ka Fu Son’s “’Collection Pedigrees of Chinese

Emperors and their Family Members’’. Mr. Ch’ai Chiu Nam’s “Time

Table of Past Emperors and Chiu Chu Wu's" Diagram of the successive

Dynasties.”’

For what we have recorded in our book, namely generations, names and

places, we have referred to the most authoritative works and we have

selected the most credible works for further referance.

As to those details about which we are not sure, we put beside them a

question mark “?”, pending further proof.
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THE FIVE EMPERORS (2591 — 2184 B.C. ?)
Huang Ti (Yellow Emperor) Kung-sun Hsiian-yiian (2591—2491 B.C.)

Huang Ti the first of them built his capital at Yu Hsiung, therefore,
historians name him Yu Hsiung Si. (historians also ‘name his country as Yu
Hsiung) At that time the emperor of China (restricted only to the lower valley
of the Yellow River), Yen-Ti, named Yii-Wang, was so tyrannical and unjust
that he was unable to prevent his tribal chiefs from attacking each other.
Huang Ti resolved to cultivate morality and he built up a just army. He then
defeated Yi-wang at Pan Ch’'iian and captured znd rightious executed Ch’ih
Yu (The crafty chief of Southern barbarians which are first known in our
historical records.) at Cho Lu. With all these merits, he was respectfully made
Emperor by all the tribal chiefs. He rebuilt his capital near Cho Lu. Having
driven the barbarians (Fun Yok, a type of barbarians first known in our
northern border}, he established an administrative Government, set up ranks
of officials, introduced grammar of our language, proclaimed the use of a
calendar, fixed the calculation of the lunar movement in the field of astronomy,
created music and systems of weights and measures, invented boats and carts,
taught his people the knowledge of agriculature to sow crops and raise
silkworms. The foundation of Chinese civilization was thus laid. After one
hundred years of significant ruling, he died in glory. For all ages, he has been
hououred as the highest ancestor of the people of China.
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Emperor Chuan Yuk (2490 — 2413 B.C.)

Born with high morality, he was the son of Ch'ang | and succeeded
his grandfather, Huang Ti as Emperor. Before this, he was installed as ruler
~of Kau Yang with Ti Ch'iu {present Hua District, Honan) as capital. His
administration was based upon the concept of spirits and gods. Under him,
the caiendar was changed in such a way that March because the first month
of the year. The people were also taught to cultivate timely. The country
was divided into nine administrative districts. Yuk ruled the country for
78 vyears, having enjoyed the willing obedience of all border state, and was
succeeded by his nephew, Emperor K'u.



mi  FH Emperor Chuan Yuk




= 2 Wi -N--~2=N=%F)

HRER RTW-NNE MrMTEE  RESRHS
E~TZHEE) o RENEE 0 20 SRR ETIRE » BEs
HAZE  BYEEHELTE b BEHEH o TR L4 -
R o RELRHHERNTE £—FORRME o FRAY -

FHNE  BEBRBRT % A% (RIEH_-SNH_%F
) MR EE o FEMBR » MW ~" == WAKET » &
B R % MRz A B BEE o

4

Emperor K'u (2412 — 2343 B.C.)

v

He was the. great grandson of Huang Ti. Despite the fact that his
grandfather, Hsuen Hsiaoc and his father, Ch’iao Chih were unable to succeed
the throne, he was, because of his intelligence, highly regarded by Emperor
Chuan Yuk who later on passed the throne to him. Before he became
emperor, he was made ruler of Hsiu. Capable in learning the difficulties of
the mass and clever at making reasonable use of natural wealth, he was able
to relieve, educate and encourage the people successfully. Kind and honest,
benevolent yet dignified, he consequently gained the respect of the people
and merits for his reign. After Heing emperor for 70 years, he died at the age
of 105 and was succeeded by. his less able son, Chih, who died 9 years
later. The emperor followed was then one of the sage kings, Emperor Yao.
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