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Thomas decided not to speak to his dad
ever again. Not one more word.

“I’11 pick you up at four,” said Dad.

Thomas said nothing.

“I’m sorry I can’t come with you, Son.
This meeting just came up.”

“On a Saturday afternoon ?
thought, but he kept his lips closed.

“I’1l come next time,” said his father.

Thomas got out of the car.
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“I promise,” his dad called from the front
seat.

Thomas slammed the car door and walked
into the Bailey Beach Aquarium.

Thomas sat on a chair looking at the
vending machine. He had just enough money
for two packets of chips and one chocolate bar.
If he ate slowly, they would last until Dad came
to pick him up. He wasn’t interested in looking
at fish. It was no fun alone.

“I"1l just sit here and wait,” he decided.

A small girl skipped towards Thomas. She
turned to look behind her, as if someone was
following her.



She didn’t notice Thomas’s legs stretched
out. She tumbled over his shoes.

“Ouch!” said Thomas. “Watch where
you’re going.”

“Eeeeeee!” the girl laughed. “I’m sorry.”

She looked behind her. As she looked, a
man in a white coat came walking around the
corner.

“There he is!” she squealed. “Bye,” and
she ran away again. Her aqua stockings
sparkled.
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The man scratched his head and looked
around. He looked under the chairs. He even
looked into the large fish tanks on stands in the
middle of the room.

He scratched his head again. Then he
turned and walked back the way he had come.



Thomas was fascinated. Was this man the
girl’s father? Why was he wearing a white
coat? Were they playing a game? Thomas and
his dad had played games like that.

Sometimes — before Mum got sick.
Suddenly Thomas felt like crying. He closed his
eyes. He didn’t want to get sad all over again.
He decided to follow the man.

DoAY
*ERTHE, AANE
ARLHHRE
o At A FE
- HaesEr it
1112 2 % &g 7
KLY LA H
REX AT,

R A B I
T—% & £ 4
W, RHEL
LA -RREZR
Mg M LR
B AREAEN
ZR, fkERAE
MAE A,



16

£=%

BT &

WAEAEE
B Fa, A e
HNERES T
B -NMNEARFE
BENEHLAM
i,
“H T ER
2 RKXE,"FA
W,
“RREME
R, =8, "Bk
A—#d&E—#
THA-EBAEE L
T, T R
REMRTE, "
“REH,E
W, ke R
HFRILHANGRE.
“HEHAL? "
RLHRE i,
“TRXRZHML

%7 "

CNAPTER 2.
Follow That Girl

The man walked down the corridor. His
coat flapped behind him. He met a woman in a
white coat coming from the other direction.

“She was here again. | swear it,” the man
said.

’

“I] want to believe you, Jim,” said the
woman,opening a door on the side of the
corridor, “but it just sounds so crazy.”

“It’s true,” said Jim. “Somehow I’ll find
her and prove it.”

“Prove what? ” Thomas wondered. “And
why? 7




