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Holidays

DISCUSS THE TOPIC

* Where do you usually spend your holidays?
¢ How do you usually get there?
* What do you usually do when you are on holiday?

FOCUS ON PICTURES A AND B

The two pictures show different types of holidays. Find the similarities and differences using the ideas
given below, your ideas and the vocabulary on the next page. Make notes in the space provided.

activities
clothes
surroundings

| reason for holiday

cost
accommodation
facilities
2 TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTCTTLTTLTTTTUUT
" Similarities . (A) Differences (B)

NOW SPEAK

Compare and contrast these pictures, saying what each type of holiday offers. Use the notes you have
made, some of the expressions suggested below and the vocabulary on the next page.

A holiday... offers...whereas/while... On the contrary, a... holiday...

To enjoy a holiday..., you would... A holiday... would be....

During a holiday..., you may...
Now say which of these holidays you would prefer and why, using expressions like:

I like .... so | would choose ... | would prefer ... as ...



Unit 1
FOCUS ON PICTURES C AND D

The two pictures show different means of transport. Find the similarities and differences using the ideas
given below, your ideas and the vocabulary on this page. Make notes in the space provided.

places you can visit
time of journey
cost
safety
level of comfort

sleeping facilities

view

—(111111'L11111111111111111111111‘
Similarities Q Differences 0

NOW SPEAK

Compare and contrast these pictures, saying what you think the advantages and disadvantages of each
means of transport are. Use the notes you have made, some of the expressions suggested below and
the vocabulary on this page.

... is more...than... The advantages of...compared to...are...

A journey by...would...whereas...
Now say which of these means of transport you would prefer to use and why, using expressions like:

If I had to choose between the two, | would probably...

I'd rather travel by...because... I'd like to travel by...as... I'd prefer the...because...
VOCABULARY

e Pictures Aand B -——e————__ 7 peseoem—— Pictures C and D \——————————— q

]
| adventurous rucksacks/backpacks | | buffet car oxygen masks |
| camping equipment seaside resort | | departure lounge platform !
i challenging suntan i E duty free railway carriage E
| crystal clear waters swimwear i 1 flight attendants reclining seats i
P fit tents/sleeping bags | | food prepared in advance  sleeping car i
i hiking boots water-skiing i 1 in-flight movies smooth ride i
I isolation windsurfing I | jetengines take-off/landing |
E jet-skiing 11 jetlag ticket inspector i
I mountainous country i i life jackets tracks i
i relaxing i 1 overhead cables turbulence i
i e e e S I R d



. Listening

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1-8, choose the best answer A, B

or C.

1 You will hear a woman enquiring about accommodation. What form of accommodation is it?
A a hotel
B a campsite 1
Cc a holiday house

2 Listen to a couple making holiday arrangements. What do they eventually decide to do?
A Take their own bicycles to France.
B Hire bicycles in France. 2
Cc Buy bicycles in France.

3 Listen to this woman talking to a friend. Where is she calling from?
A an airport
B a hotel 3
Cc a car hire company

4 You overhear a man talking on the phone. Who was responsible for the misunderstanding?
A the man
B the travel agent 4
C the hotel receptionist

5 Listen to this advertisement on the radio. What is being offered?
A a cruise
B a touring holiday by coach 5
(o a holiday at a world-class resort

6 Listen to this conversation. Who is the man talking to?
A his neighbour
B his colleague 6
(o his girl friend

7 You overhear a man talking to a friend in a travel agency. What is the speaker’s opinion about
being scared of flying?
A It's silly.
B It's logical. 7
Cc It's embarrassing.

8 You overhear this conversation. Why did the man take a bus to the airport?
A The taxi drivers were on strike.
B He didn’t want to inconvenience anyone. 8

Cc Nobody could take him.
10



Unit 1

& Writing

PRE-READING

* What sort of holidays do you prefer?
* Who do you prefer to go on holiday with?
* If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you like to go? Why?

ACTIVITY 1
Read the rubric and the letter below. What is the topic of each paragraph?

You are on holiday abroad, staying with a family
on a farm. Write a letter to a friend telling
him/her what your holiday has been like so far.
i Do not write any addresses. (120-180 words)

Dear Jemny,

I can't believe I've been in Denmark for two weeks already! Im
having such a great time that I thought I'd write to you and fill you in on what
I've been up to.

Well. I'm staying on a farm, in a town north of Copenhagen called
Humblebaek. The Jorgens - the family Im staying with - are very friendly
and do their best to make me feel at home. Im sharing a room with their
eighteen-year-old daughter, who is a university student. :

Everybody here seems to be crazy about physical activities.
The Jorgens convinced me to go horse-riding with them. It was fantastic,
although I was a bit scared We've also been on long bike rides along the
coast.

I've also been to Copenhagen, which is an exciting change. You
can never run out of museums in this city/ There are also lots of restaurants,
bars and cafés, and there’s always a concert on somewhere. You just can’t

get bored!
I'm looking forward to seeing you and telling you all about it
Love,
Sarah
ACTIVITY 2

Answer these questions.

a. What is the purpose of this letter?

b. Is this letter formal or informal? How do you know?
c. Who might you write a personal letter to?

d. Can you think of any reasons why you would write a personal letter?
1"



Unit 1

12

 WRITING PLAN

There are many reasons for writing an informal letter (also known as a personal letter): to
thank/invite/congratulate someone, to accept/refuse an invitation, to apologise, to give news
etc. Below is a general plan of an informal letter, with questions to help you when planning one.
Read the plan and compare it to the reading passage.

Greeting ¢ use first names
. * use set phrases (refer to Guide to Writing) Why are you writing this letter?
2?:"',':% to begin your letter Do you want to thank, invite,
paragrap * say why you are writing congratulate etc. the reader?
Mai pr ’ s;vjr ?g::::m iniaation aid dévelop What information do you want the
Al part: iy : ' reader to know?
(-3 paragraphs) e ra::dtrrtzné/i \l/r;fc;:)rzatlon you want the What questions do you want to ask?
Closing 4, - * state anything you want to emphasise . 0
paragraph " e use set phrases to end your letter Is there anything you want to repeat’
Sigor#ng * use a signature ending and your first name below that

- GUIDE TO WRITING

* Refer to the reader in a friendly way and use informal language.

* Start a new paragraph for every major point. This will make it easier for the reader to follow
your letter.

* Use linking words/phrases (e.g. well, by the way, anyway, what's more) to make your writing
flow better.

* Use contractions (e.g. I'd, can't).
* Include exclamation marks to make your letter more exciting (e.g. It was an amazing trip!).

* Make sure you follow the layout of informal letters explained in the Introductory Unit. Don’t
forget to use a greeting, set phrases to begin and end your letter and a signature ending. Look
at the table below for ideas.

Greetings Set phrases for opening Set phrases for closing Signature
paragraph paragraph endings
Dear Tom How are you (keeping)? Well, | think that’s about it. Yours
Dearest Jane | hope you are fine. Well, that's all for now. Love
Dear Mum What have you been up to? Well, I'd better finish off here. All my love
Dear Aunt Sue | haven't heard from you for ages. | must go now. Best wishes
Hi Karen! It was nice to hear from you. Write soon. All the best
Hello Bill! Thank you/Thanks for your letter. Waiting for your letter. Lots of kisses
NOT Sorry | haven't written for so long. I look forward to hearing from you.  Take care
Dear brother It's taken me ages to reply but... See you soon. Bye for now
Dear friend I've been meaning to write back but... Keep in touch.
Dear cousin Just thought I'd drop you a line. Give my love/regards to everyone.



Unit 1

~ACTIVITY 1

Read the rubric and the letter of invitation. Then, divide the letter into paragraphs.

You are on holiday and have decided to
invite one of your friends to join you.
Write a letter of between 120 and 180
words. Do not write any addresses.

___sightseeing here in Crete. There are so many things to see and do

that I've decided to stay longer. Actually, that's why I'm writing —

__to invite you to come. I'm staying in a twin room in a nice hotel so
you won't have to worry about finding a place to stay. You just have

___to pack some summer clothes and catch a plane. Doesn't it sound

around to different places or just take it easy. The weather is

great and the beaches are fantastic, so don't forget to bring your

swimsuit. By the way, they're really into windsurfing here. You
____never know, we may even give it a try! What's more, the place is
_packed with restaurants and clubs that we can go to in_ the

___evenings — never a dull moment. So what do you think? I hope I've

___convinced you. Let me know as soon as you decide. Well, that's all
__ for now. I'm off for a swim. Love, Fay

In the letter above there are quite a few informal expressions. Find the expression which
means:

inform me

attempt

relax

they’re keen on

fun all the time

in addition

accommodation
full of

S@ ™0 o0 0O
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Unit 1
- ACTHVITY-3
Write a greeting and a few sentences to introduce each of the following letters.

a. A friend of yours who lives abroad has invited you to spend a
week with him/her at his/her holiday house in the mountains. Write
a letter accepting the invitation.

b. You borrowed your best friend’s bike for the holidays but it has
been stolen. Write a letter to your friend, apologising, explaining
what happened and telling him/her what you intend to do.

¢. You are in Rome and have decided to write a letter to your
grandparents. You want to thank them for sending you on this tour
of ltaly and tell them how you're getting on.

d. You are on a camping holiday with friends. Write a letter to your
parents to let them know what your holiday has been like so far.

Task for homework.

Choose one of the topics given above and write a letter of between 120 and 180 words in an
appropriate style. Do not write any addresses.

14



Education

DISCUSS THE TOPIC

Think of a school that you know.

» What does it look like?

» What facilities are available to teachers and students?
* In your opinion, is the school well-organised?

SPECULATE AND MAKE A DECISION

Imagine that the school shown in the plan below is going to have a library and a gym built. There are
two areas, marked A and B, available.

Talk in pairs and decide which of the two areas would be more suitable for a library and which for a gym.
Give your reasons.

You can use some of the expressions suggested on the next page.

| |
A Ak CLASSROOMS
Al
4 Lfl
— oW — []1”
<;\—"“"-:'$?‘o :
! nZE L hed
L Vo STAFFROOM ﬂﬁ%?mﬁ
CLASSROOMS
’ 4 CANTEEN
o CHANGING ROOMS K .




Unit2| -
Suggested expressions

| think it would be better to build... If the...

| believe...should be...as... It might/might not...

It would be more convenient... | suggest area...for...as...
It wouldn’t be a good idea... Don't you think... ?

| don't think.... If we put the..., then.. .

FURTHER DISCUSSION
Discuss the following questions. You can use some of the expressions and the vocabulary given below.
1 How important is it for schools to have libraries and gyms?
2 What other facilities should be available to students?
3 Do you think that all subjects taught at school are of equal importance?
4 Why should everybody have to go to school?
5 What would be your ideal school?

Useful expressions

1 |'suppose that libraries/gyms are... because... 4 First of all...

| believe that firstly a...is essential as...
Secondly, a......would also be useful because...

I would like my school to have...
| think teachers should...

3 In my opinion, ...because...

VOCABULARY

essential “assembly hall : "Tes:?'parch
 flexible assessment science

fully-equipped career sports heids

motivated chemistry lab theary

necessary ‘equipment ‘

practical illiteracy

well-organised

‘ opportunities



