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Beautiful Villages
(Foreword)

Village is a heart-touching word, a memory or a yearning.

It is the village that conceives and serves the city and the village becomes even more beautiful
with the nurture of the city in return.

The village unfolds its grace like a poem or a painting upon your arrival.

Along the way, green mountains are constantly passing by; strips of babbling creeks are
brimming with water; fish are jumping around and butterflies dancing about. Abundant
negative ion of oxygen is refreshing and relaxing. From time to time, birds will roar up to
the blue sky with a sudden chirping, which breaks the tranquility of the countryside. It keeps
people wondering if they are scared by the approaching footsteps of the clouds.

In villages, newly installed street lamps are standing on both sides of wide and clean asphalt
roads. Trails of villages are shaded with various vegetation and feature with different styles:
corridors of melons, strips of flowers and grass and neatly arranged residential houses,
including courtyards and villas are all integrated harmoniously with the environment.

In either the front yard or back yard garden, pick a cucumber and give it a good bite, then
a taste of sunlight is overwhelming all over your mouth. Sight of fresh and delicious fruit,
vegetables, meat, eggs and local food makes your mouth water. Various festivals such as
festivals of watermelon, cherry, peach flowers and agriculture parks and agri-tainment tourism
incur visitors” hatred to leave.

Sitting around in the old residence, appreciating the ancient Great Wall, canal relics, Ming and
Qing-style antique housing, listening to the culture of imperial examination system, famous
warfare, myth and legend and Beijing's glorious long history, it all brings you back to the past
in an unconscious way.

If you stay either in the villa surrounded by rivers and mountains or in the small cottage in the
field for a while, you will find that all living utilities are well available such as electricity, tap
water, gas, heating system and internet access. A supermarket is just around the corner. Local
people either run their own agri-tainment tourism business or live on a monthly salary with a
complete set of retirement program and medical insurance. Have rednecks’ lives been changed
so dramatically? Do you even start to envy them now?

If you stay in villages for a little bit longer, you will notice that the most beautiful is the
residents--farmers. With their diligence and wisdom, they created a miracle of “ecological
economy”, “recyclable economy” and even “economy of mountainous region” on the infertile
land. They are on their way to the middle class rank and are also building tasteful gardens for
people living in Beijing.

Beijing's villages are both antique and modern. They hold infinite memory, imagination and
beauty for visitors.

Auguste Rodin once said that our eyes are blind to beauty, because we are unable to discover
it. The 53 most beautiful villages in Beijing are just a fraction of twinkling stars in Beijing
outskirts, there are much more waiting for us to find out.

Let's go appreciating the beauty of those villages and enjoying happiness they bring us with
our eyes and hearts.

The Editor
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Gaobeidian Village—an Attractive Village With
Architectures of Ming and Qing Dynasties

reputation of "A History of a Millennium", "No. 1 Village at the

Source of Jinghang Canal", "the Nearest Village to Tian'anmen
Square", and "International Folk-custom Tourism Village". With a history
of as long as over a thousand years, the village of Gaobeidian has not been
influenced by the decline in land areas, instead it has been leaping forward
to become the most famous village in suburban Beijing by taking the special
road of classical furniture industry. With a population of 5822, Gaobeidian
Village has created a mythical wonder of harvesting economic revenue of
2200 million RMB in 2010.

Before my visit to Gaobeidian Village, I have heard its great

After getting off the subway at Gaobeidian station of Batong Line, one
only needs to walk about five minutes to arrive at Gaobeidian Village.
Antique buildings came into view as soon as I entered the village. Here is
where the leading industry of Gaobeidian Village--the Special Classical
Furniture Street is located. There are the red and black gate tower, a line
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of over 300 furniture stores extending 1500 meters long with simple and
exquisite decoration, and a great deal of classical fine furniture in the style
of Ming and Qing dynasties. Taking a casual stroll along the street and
stepping in a store as you please to select an aged jewel case for yourself,
you will feel that you have possessed the power to make time flow back.
With startling suddenness, it appears that you had been sent back to Ming
or Qing Dynasty. Standing in front of a mirror, you then wake up from the
daydream.

Gaobeidian is well-known now and many foreign visitors are attracted here.
And Gaobeidian has specially established an international folk-custom
tourism reception zone, where there are a quiet and beautiful bamboo gate
tower, vermilion brick walls, a large area of classical gardens, Ming and
Qing-style buildings, man-made hills and waters, etc. that feature a great
variety of forms. At nightfall, the street lamps modeled after antiques were
quietly turned on. Despite of their weak illumination, they appear more
antique and graceful. Strolling into the gardens, I felt as if I were in a piece
of landscape painting of Ming Dynasty or integrated into the glazed color of
famous ceramics of Qing Dynasty. At that time, I was in an elegant mood.

Tonghui River runs through the northern part of Gaobeidian Village. The
clear water reflects the luxuriant trees and traditional Chinese curved roofs
on both sides of the river. Gaobeidian used to be called "Gaomidian",
a bustling transit depot for canal transport of grains of Qing Dynasty
government. Nowadays, the commerce and trade of the canal has been
basically abandoned. However, when I was sitting in a bar with Qing
Dynasty building style and looking at the dock in front of me, my mind
went back to its prosperity centuries ago. This is a very special feeling that
made me feel carefree and relaxed.

Currently, Gaobeidian Village is still continuously exploring and developing
its own historical and cultural resources, aiming at not only domestic market
but overseas markets. A senior stilt team and a youth stilt team have been
organized since 2000. The former one has been abroad to participate in the
event of "Beijing Dancers in London" and the latter one has been to Sydney,
Australia to put on a show. In addition, a souvenir town centering upon
rural folk custom is gradually coming into being, where tea art, "fragrant
packs", paper-cuts, cat-shaped shoes and tiger-shaped pillows among other
traditional commodities are attracting a large number of customers from



