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MEXE Mons

Czech Court Clears Way for President to Sign New EU Treaty

The Czech Republic’s Constitutional Court has re-
moved the last obstacle to a new European Union® charter
known as the Lisbon Treaty@ by dismissing a complaint that
had been brought against the document. Shortly after the
court’s decision, the Czech President Vaclav Klaus signed
the document. The move paves the way for a stronger,
more unified EU.

Czech Republic’s President Vaclav Klaus briefs on the Czech Republic’s President Va-

press after signing the Lisbon Treaty at the Prague Castle in clav Klaus briefs on the press
Prague, Czech Republic, 03 Nov 2009. after signing the Lisbon Treaty

The court’s decision, essentially that the European &t the Prague Castle in Prague,
Union’s Lisbon Treaty does not violate the Czech constitu- Qrsch, Republic:; 03 Nov 2009

tion, does not come as a surprise. But it is significant, be-

O MRMERE, WFKE (EU), SNBELANEHERER, REKMIEFAK (Euwopean Communi-
ty, XHEKMAFATH) RRTKRY, TRLHFT=ZAHB: HAKSHSHHSE., KA. XU,
19934211 A1 B, RUEREE, KBRIAHF 27 PRAB,
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cause it removes the last legal obstacle blocking the treaty, making the Czech Republic
the last of the EU’s 27 members to endorse the reform document.

In a statement read by his spokeswoman, European Commission President Jose Man-
uel Barosso® hailed the ruling.

“I hope we can now move forward as quickly as possible on the nomination of the
president of the European Council® and the vice president of the Commission, the high
representative. ” he said.

Observers expect European leaders will meet later this month to elect the first ever EU
president. More broadly, says Antonio Missiroli, head of the Brussels — based European
Policy Center®, the EU will undergo some major structural changes over the next few
weeks.

“In fact by January 1, the whole new setup should be in place — new EU Commis-
sion, new president of the European Council, new °foreign minister’ , the new treaty.”
said Missiroli, “That would be a new start of the European Union. Of course, things are
not going to change overnight and suddenly from the first — a completely different way of
operating by the European Union. But I think that over time, when the novelties will be
in place, it will be more likely that the European Union will be capable of acting more ef-
fectively, especially on the intel;national stage. ”

Missiroli, for one, is cautiously optimistic about the future. While foreign leaders
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will not have a single telephone number to call if they want to reach Europe, he says they

will at least be able to reach a single switchboard — in Brussels.

Words and Expressions

Constitutional Court n. EEBE
charter n. &
dismiss v. B[E]

bring a complaint against X}---3& ¥ 8
hail v. FRe

ruling n. Wk
nomination n. #4
observer n. WEEHK
Brussels n. MR (LLFIREHR)
undergo v. 27
novelty n. FHEEWHEY
switchboard n. g EL

True or False

1.

( ) Shortly before the court’s decision, the Czech President Vaclav Klaus signed
the document. The move paves the way for a stronger, more unified EU.

( ) The court’s decision, essentially that the European Union’s Lisbon Treaty
does not violate the Czech constitution, does come as a surprise.

( ) The EU will undergo some major structural changes over the next few weeks.
( ) In fact by January 1, the whole new setup should be in place — new EU
Commission, new president of the European Council, new “foreign minister” , the

new treaty.
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Keys: FFTT

Multiple Choices
1. The Czech Republic’s Constitutional Court has removed the last obstacle to a new
charter known as the Lisbon Treaty by dismissing a complaint that had

been brought against the document.

A. European Council B. European Commission
C. European Union D. European Policy Center
2. The court’s decision makes the Czech Republic the last of the EU’s mem-

bers to endorse the reform document.
A. 28 B. 27 C. 26 D. 25
3. expect European leaders will meet later this month to elect the first ever
EU president.
A. Critics B. Observers C. Delegates D. Onlookers

4. While foreign leaders will not have a single telephone number to call if they want to

reach Europe, he says they will at least be able to reach a single — in
Brussels.
A. switchboard B. extension C. springboard D. exchange
Keys: CBBA
Matching
hail candidacy
undergo praise
novelty suffer
nomination innovation

Keys: hail — praise; undergo — suffer; novelty ~ innovation; nomination — candidacy
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Additional Reading
EU Lisbon Treaty Comes into Force

The Lisbon Treaty has come into force, marking what European Union leaders have
described as a “new era” for the 27 — nation bloc.

Top officials marked the occasion with
celebrations, fireworks and speeches in the
Portuguese capital. European Commission’s
President Jose Manuel Barroso said the trea-
ty symbolised a “free and democratic” Eu-
rope.

Critics say the treaty will cede too

many national powers to Brussels.
Belgium’s Herman Van Rompuy is the EU’s first
The hour - long celebrations took place

permanent president.
at a custom — built temporary venue close to '
the River Tagus®. Addressing the event, Mr Barroso called the Lisbon Treaty “the sym-
bol of a reunited, free and democratic Europe”. But he said EU leaders could not rest on
their laurels and still had more work to do. Fredrik Reinfeldt®, the Swedish prime minis-

ter who is currently steering the EU presidency, said the treaty made the EU “more open

O HEW, WREGIITRSET, RETEEF/RRAEMEMLK, MmN, RAEHET
BERAEAKRTE., FRALK 1038 28, K716 ARG FHHRTHRA, 47 AR NEHF WY FLoa
i, HARK 275 REERMETHA . HETORRERN 80, 100 FHAE, HFHATELSE = KRR
WH, LR THI,

@ BEWEN - MER/RE, B 2006 4F 10 AEHERMMYAE, 200047 5 1 BEEAKEDEE
o BBRRREL TR RBALSHR, SWER, 2003 6, HEHEEIRORNEEEER, K
I REHEM X (FREAA) AERNEELIRMERAREETERREST, EHLE, AR
FEAEFEXFHRENELFRHI.
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and more democratic”.

Belgium’s Herman Van Rompuy is the EU’s first permanent president.

Institutional changes are now under way following ratification of the treaty by all 27
member states, eight years after the EU started negotiations. The treaty is designed to
streamline decision — making and give the EU greater influence on world affairs. It creates
two new posts — President of the European Council and a High Representative for Foreign
Affairs,

The BBC’s Jonny Dymond, in Brussels, says the mtroduction of the treaty may ap-
pear low — key but the way decisions are made in the EU will change. It overcame its fi-
nal hurdle when the Czech Republic became the last of the member states to ratify it last
month. EU leaders later chose Belgian Prime Minister Herman Van Rompuy to be the first
permanent European Council President. 7

During the celebrations on Tuesday, he said the treaty would allow members “to play
our part on the world stage”. The job of foreign affairs supremo went to the EU Trade
Commissioner, Baroness Ashton from the UK. She takes over from EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana, who is leaving his post after 10 years in the role. As High Represent-
ative for Foreign Affairs, Lady Ashton will command a more powerful position with a new,
and eventually vast, European diplomatic service.

One of the treaty’s key areas is the removal of national vetoes in a number of areas.
These include the fight against climate change, energy security and emergency aid. Una-
nimity will still be needed in tax, foreign policy, defence and social security. Mr Rein-
feldt said, “In the future, when we make decisions concerning citizens’ freedom, security
and justice, our main principle will be to make them together with the European Parlia-

ment” .
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The treaty makes the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights® legally binding for EU in-
stitutions and , according to Mr Reinfeldt, “we make clear equality between men and

women and protection of children’s rights within all policy areas”™.

Words and Expressions

bloc n. A
cede v. HFE
custom — built adj. H[TREEK
laurel n. ¥R
ratification n. fitHE
streamline v. HL{E
low — key adj. 1KAR
supremo n. Hi%
commissioner n. BH
veto n. & y&ﬂ
unanimity n. £&—

@ (KBAREE) F2000 412 A%FE, (KBEIMUEE) BERNFIGB6 NS, 45k, H&
(dignity) . BB (freedom) . ¥ % (equality) . [H%4 (solidarity) , A RAX (citizen rights) . 4 1E (justice),
VEENEEE “ ASRP” X-BERNKEERABRFERNMER, ABT “ AREP” £KSE
% BLR ER kAL



-ﬂﬂ‘ ¥ # & Current Affairs and Politics

Tips for Learning
MEXEBEN
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1. FRALHRENS HAE, FERSEEARERIIRREIFLME
4, BHGxEENC SO AR 2 S SH R PR RNEREXL, &b
FEAETE . 0 horror, W HIMAEIET, AURAE -BNIFHRAEHR, A
%7K Campus shooting horror. X Il story —ia], TEFTEIF IR 8E, MIEHY
F& news report. XYoiA TR, RN FHIGEHE

2. WH—sNA, XEEFRSE, FHICIL, HFEAFBHRE, MRRIH
WA B 54, 0 move 84X plan 31 R, decision ZR5E . suggestion FiY;
fake $54X, counterfeit fhik ; voice 81X, express Fik; back 381X support £ #%; ban 3§
X forbid 281k, X B RO AL BE AR B ik K B B2 R TS
=8

3. FEEEEEA i AW SR, BIE%. 0 basket —H
FE] &, clone i, e — mail HL FHE{4, unisex B LA, dial in BHFERER,
thumbsuck ZZ41;, heartman #t.0> A, atobomb JEF34, nuts {8/RE%,

4. GEMGERTEZMEH . XERER T A BRI, in, NBA (National
Basketball Association) 4%ERKYI2:, 10C (International Olympic Committee) [E 5
¥%4, biz (business) Pk, IT (intemet) FHEP, START (Strategic Arms Re-
duction Talks) FRVEEREE AR, WTO (World Trade Organization) H34HL,

5. WA, ZEA—BRAERMBEHITH . XWFNSH ABHFIEEDS
TSR, SAUESTRMBSLER, W: A Ground War Begins ( — 373 i &R T 1H
T); Deposits, Loans Rising in HK (fF4PEKBEHEE RIF) . HZFEFE said, told, repor-
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d, BB FEAEEARNE. MEOEE. SAEESESRAY BREEN. A
B R B M AR AR NG, MTTRa T4 . 28T BAR 1R &34
BHE, Rt iE, BRAESNE, EiF. A%, M0: Lewis, Xie Voted World Top
Two. ( =Lewis and Xie Jun were voted world’s top two athletes. )
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HEFFEEIBR, B=, TREBGESTWEETER, WAL TFRANVARIE
WERRE, EEILSE, TENEFR, RAUToSHRERR. BEEGRM
RIBERIATERBHNE, FESEARRERR—IFERREAHEKIES .
ER=AEE, BIRAME., SRR T HEEEE S SRR L
R



- ot ¥ # 6 Current Affairs and Politics

Barack Hussein Obama Becomes 44th US President

Barack Obama has become the 44th Presi-
dent of the United States, taking the oath of office
on the steps of the U. S. Capitol® before a
crowd of more than one million people who had
gathered in frigid temperatures to see the first Af-
rican American become president.

Immediately after President Obama took the
oath of office, a military color guard fired off a 21

— gun salute? as an enormous and diverse crowd Barack Obama, with wife Michelle at his

cheered, waved American flags and chanted the side, takes oath of office from Chief Justice
new president’s name. John Roberts at US Capitol, 20 Jan 2009.

O FEELAEEXEESHAER, MTRETHERE - FLLERR., FEAEESRERKY
Capitol, IEEEHLRE. R, REEMNBRRIE. B XEMTHLEW 25 kAWESILE, RERE
HOBRR, BSRKEARGERBETIERBAR MY, Fd, AEIHREEBRSKERTRZETR
BULR, EALS SRS S e A T UK.
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