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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Mark Twain ,original name was Samuel Langhorne
Clemens.He was an American writer and humourist,
whose best work is characterized by broad, often irreverent
humour or biting social satire. Twain’s writing is also known
for realism of place and language, memorable characters, and
hatred of hypocrisy and oppression.

Born in Florida, Missouri, Clemens moved with his fam-
ily to Hannibal, Missouri, a port on the Mississippi River,
when he was four years old. There he received a public school
education. After the death of his father in 1847, Clemens was
apprenticed to two Hannibal printers, and in 1851 he began
setting type for and contributing sketches to his brother
Orion’s Hannibal Journal. Later, Clemens was a steamboat
pilot on the Mississippi River until the American Civil War
(1861—1865) brought an end to travel on the river. In 1861,
Clemens served briefly as a volunteer soldier in the Confed-
erate cavalry. In 1862, he became a reporter on the Zerrito-
rial Enterprise in Virginia City, Nevada, and in 1863, he be-
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gan signing his articles with the pseudonym Mark Twain, a
Mississippi River phrase meaning “two fathoms deep.” After
moving to San Francisco, California, in 1864, Twain met
American writers Artemus Ward and Bret Harte, who encour-
aged him in his work. In 1865, Twain reworked a tale he had
heard in the California gold fields, and within months the
author and the story. The Celebrated Jumping Frog of
Calaveras County, had become a national sensation.

In 1867, Twain lectured in New York City, and in the
. same year he visited Europe and Palestine. He wrote of these
travels in The Innocents Abroad (1869), a book exaggerating
those aspects of European culture that impress American
tourists. In 1870, he married Olivia Langdon. After living
briefly in Buffalo, New York, the couple moved to Hartford,
Connecticut. Much of Twain’s best work was written in the
1870s and 1880s in Hartford or during the summers at Quarry
Farm near Elmira, New York.
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1

FRIDAY FOOL-MAKING

The old lady was looking about for Tom. He was nowhere
to be found. She called him again and again. Just then,
she heard a noise behind her. She turned around to find Tom
sneaking’ out of the large cupboard in the room. She grabbed
him by the collar of his shirt.

“So that’s where you were!” she said. “How many times
have I told you to keep your fingers out of my jam jars? I
will teach you a lesson this time.”

With that she pulled out a cane. Tom knew he was going
to get caned. At the spur of the moment, he befooled his aunt.
He said,“Look out Aunt Polly! There is a rat in the closet.”
The old lady shrieked and Tom’s collar was released at once.
He escaped!

Free as a bird on that Friday, Tom walked down the street
whistling a tune. A little distance away, he saw a new boy on

LLABELPHAKELA LRCATHAEE, —HA R
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the street. Tom walked up to him with an idea of having some
fun.

“I can beat you in a fight!” he said to the new boy.
“Go ahead. Give it a try.” was the confident answer.
“You think you are smart.” said Tom.

“Of course I am, look at you.”

Tom could take it no more. He pounced upon the boy. The
fight was on. They were soon rolling on the ground one on
top of the other. Soon, Tom was sitting on the boy’s chest as
the victor.

The boy gave up and Tom let go of him.

Tom was pleased with himself and looked around to see if
anyone had seen his victory. There was no one around.

That evening Tom went home late. So he decided to climb
through the window. As soon as he did that, he saw Aunt
Polly was waiting for him. She only commented that Tom
had at last found the time to be back home. But she did not
question anything. That made Tom feel a bit comfortable.

When Tom went to sleep, she closed the door of his room

and walked out with a firm determination that she would teach
him a lesson the next day.
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2

WHISTLING WHILE
WHITE-WASHING

Tom, who lived in Aunt Polly’s house, was growing up
with his cousins, Mary and Sid. Tom was an adventur-
ous lad but Sid always made it a point to sneak out every-
thing that Tom did to Aunt Polly. That is how she came to
know about Tom’s latest street brawl instead of going to
school. Aunt Polly was very angry with Tom.

In order to punish Tom, she told him to whitewash a thirty-
yard fence on a Saturday afternoon. It was a hot day. Every-
body else of Tom’s age group was playing ball or swimming
in the river. But Tom was miserable with the brush and the
whitewash.

The fence was too long. It would take him all day to com-

plete it. He had to get out of the trouble somehow. Suddenly,
a very bright idea struck him.
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