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Chapter 1
It Never Will Rain Roses
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156 Favorite Fables
of YOUth

It never will rain roses. When we want to have more roses we must
plant trees.
—Thomas Stearns Eliot, English novelist
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If you have great talents, industry will improve them; if you have but
moderate abilities, industry will supply their deficiency.

—Joshua Reynolds, American female essayist
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I have nothing to offer but blood, boil, tears and sweat.

—Winston Churchill, British politician
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I The Farmer and His Sons

There was once a farmer who had a fine olive orchard. He was very hard work-
ing, and the farm always prospered under his care. But he knew that his three sons
despised the farm work, and were eager to make wealth through adventure.

When the farmer was old, and felt that his time had come to die, he called the
three sons to him and said, “My sons, there is a pot of gold hidden in the olive or-
chard. Dig for it, if you wish it. ”

The sons tried to get him to tell them in what part of the orchard the gold was
hidden; but he would tell them nothing more.

After the farmer was dead, the sons went to work to find the pot of gold; since
they did not know where the hiding-place was, they agreed to begin in a line, at one
end of the orchard, and to dig until one of them should find the money.

They dug until they had turned up the soil from one end of the orchard to the
other, round the tree-roots and between them. But no pot of gold was to be found. It
seemed as if someone must have stolen it, or as if the farmer had been wandering in
his wits. The three sons were bitterly disappointed to have all their work for nothing.

The next olive season, the olive trees in the orchard produced more fruit than
they had ever given; when it was sold, it gave the sons a whole pot of gold.

And when they saw how much money had come from the orchard, they suddenly
understood what the wise father had meant when he said, “There is gold hidden in

the orchard. Dig for it, if you wish it. ”
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You are much more likely to get rich from hard work than from a

lucky win.
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olive ['oliv] n. U
orchard ['artfod] n. R
pot [pot] n. il

wit [wit] n. HH

bitterly ['bitali] adv. 421R#h
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