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Getting along with others

In this unit, you will

# read two letters to a magazine agony aunt about
friendship and an article from a school magazine

+ listen to a conversation on a radio talk show

+ discuss friendship and practise agreeing and
disagreeing

+ write a letter to a friend

+ present an oral report on the results of a survey

Welcome to the unit

Almost everyone wants to make friends and develop friendships with others. Look at the
following illustrations and read the proverb under each one. What do you think the proverbs
tell us about friendship and getting along with others?

If you can buy a person’s friendship, True friends have hearts that beat as one.
it’s not worth having.

1 Do you have a best friend? Why do you think that he or she is your best friend?

2 How do you get on with your friend(s)? How do you help each other when you
have problems?

3 What do you think are the most important characteristics in a friend?
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Reading

ﬁ Read the following two letters quickly and answer these questions.

1 Are the writers of the two letters feeling happy or sad?
2 What did Sarah get for the surprise Maths test?

3 Is Matthew usually a quiet boy?

E} Sometimes we need help getting along with others. Read the two letters below written

to a magazine agony aunt.

I feel betrayed by my friend, Hannah. We have been best friends since primary school
and spend almost every day with each other. Sometimes, other children say we are no
fun because we are both very academic and like to study, but we like it that way. We
are both very hard-working and we both get good marks at school.

Dear Annie,

On Monday, we had a surprise Maths test. I thought it would be quite easy and was
not worried about the results. I must have sounded very proud of myself after the test,
saying loudly how easy it was and how I was sure to get a good mark. The next day
after class, my Maths teacher told me that I had scored the lowest mark in the class! I
felt so ashamed; I must be really stupid if I couldn’t even pass an easy Maths test! I
didn’t feel like I was overlooking my studies, but maybe I could work harder in
Maths.

Afterwards, I went out to the playground. I was determined to be cheerful, but Hannah
sensed something was wrong. We went to wash our hands in the girls’ toilets before
lunch and I admitted how badly I had done. I made her promise not to tell anyone, and
she said she would keep my secret.

However, the next day, I noticed that my classmates were staring at me as I came into
Maths class and when I went to sit down, I found a piece of paper on my desk that
said ‘Stupid Sarah got a D!’ I was so upset that I felt like crying. I thought that
Hannah must have deliberately told everyone about my mark after promising not to.
How they must have laughed behind my back!

I was so angry that I went straight to Hannah and told her we weren’t going to be
friends any more because she couldn’t keep her word. She was really upset and swore
that she hadn’t told anyone, but I know that the only people who see marks are the
teacher and the student. She said that someone must have heard us in the toilets, but I
don’t believe her. I don’t think I can ever forgive her. Now I’ve lost my best friend
and everyone teases me. What shall I do?

From

Sarah

{

i
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Dear Annie,

My name is Andrew. I am 17 years old and I have a dilemma. My best
friend Matthew has stopped talking to me. We have been best friends since
childhood and play together in the school football team. Last week, we had
an important match against another school. The other team was brilliant
and we really had to focus. I was determined to win, but Matthew was
playing really badly. He seemed absent-minded and as a result of his
careless playing, we lost the game.

Afterwards, I told him I thought he was not trying hard enough and he got
really angry with me. He said it wasn’t his fault if he couldn’t play as well as
me and that I shouldn’t yell at him. He also said that even Beckham
couldn’t always give a great performance. Then we both started shouting at
each other and it turned into a horrible argument. He kept on saying really
mean things to hurt me. I feel really guilty because I said some really cruel
things too, but I can’t stand seeing our team lose. Football is very
important to me, but so is our friendship.

Since the match, he hasn’t spoken to me even though we sit next to each
other in class. It’s really awkward. He is usually cheerful and outgoing, but
he has been really quiet and looks sad. The things he said hurt me too, but
he has not apologized to me.

Yesterday, I saw him talking to another boy, Peter, and I cannot help
wondering if he wants Peter to be his best friend instead of me. I told my
brother about the fight, but he said Matthew is just angry and perhaps a
little bitter because I am really athletic and good at football and that I had
better find another friend. What should I do?

Yours sincerely,

Andrew
y-. read'mg to

re \etberoe to
writer

Unit 1
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Unit 1

@1 How well did you understand the details in the two letters? Answer the questions
below. Read the letters again if you are not sure about the answer.

1

2

What did Sarah think about the surprise
Maths test?

What did Sarah tell Hannah in the girls’
toilets?

Why did Sarah tell Hannah that they
weren’t going to be friends any more?

Why did Andrew shout at Matthew after
the match?

What did Matthew think about losing
the match?

What kind of boy is Matthew?

@ When you write a letter to an agony aunt, you may tell him or her what you think
and how you feel. Read the two letters again and fill in the table below. The first one has
been done for you.

Letters ~  How Sarah/Andrew felt Why she/he felt so
Sarah’s 1 She felt betrayed. 1 She thought her best friend Hannah
letter didn't keep her secret.
2 2 She scored the lowest mark in her
class.
3 3 She found a piece of paper on her desk

that said ‘Stupid Savah got a D'

Andrew’s | 4 4 His best friend Matthew has stopped
lotter talking to him.
5 5 He said some really cruel things to

©

O NONUVHAEWN -

Matthew,

6 6 They lost the game because of
Matthew's carelessness,

Look at these new words from the two letters and match them with their definitions.

academic (line 5) _____ a on purpose

overlooking (line 12) __ b makes fun of, laughs at

deliberately (line 21) __ ¢ giving little attention to

teases (line 28) e d uncomfortable

yell (line 42) Fhasckon it - gggds g} dsqlr)l]ects which involve reading
mean (line 45) — i sorr}}fq 8

awkward (line 49) —— g~ shout loudly

apologized (line§1) ____ h  unkind
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I:"*‘: Agony Aunt Annie wrote back to the two students. Complete her responses with the
words listed below.

determined apologize proud mean betrayed
friendship secrets guilty mark match
Dear Sarah, ‘
You have every right to feel (D by your friend if she did tell your |

secret to others, but it seems unlikely that she did. You say that you are best
friends; well, best friends talk about their problems and try to solve them. If she
is a good friend, you should @ for blaming her. |
If you still have doubts, you should think about why you don’t believe her. Was ,
it because you were ashamed of your (3 or your behaviour? Did you
feel jealous of your friend’s mark? If so, the problem lies with you, not her. Try
not to sound too 9 of yourself when discussing your marks in front }
of others. -

However, if you feel that she is very bad at keeping (5) and likes to
embarrass you in public, you had better find a new friend.

|
Dear Andrew, !

It seems you need to apologize quickly to avoid losing a good friend! Don’t l

forget that some things are important to people, even when they don’t shout
about them. The (©) was probably very important to Matthew and he ‘
felt @ about losing, and bad about not being as gifted at football as
you are.

A football team needs all the players to work together and help each other. Each
player should play to their strengths. Shouting at your teammate was unfair and
just made him feel worse. Although you both said ®) things to each |
other, one of you has to be first to say sorry. Don’t be stubborn! >
You say that your ) is as important as football. Well, then you

should be (10) to get your friendship back. Don’t let a small
disagreement ruin your friendship. Do not delay. Talk to your friend and I'm |
sure that before long, you'll be back playing football together.

F Discuss these questions below with a partner. Use the following conversation as an
example.
Do you think Sarah and Hannah | think they should try to be
should try to be friends again or go friends again. They have many

their separate ways? happy memories together.

Well, | think they should try to make
hew friends. They don't trust each
other any more.

1 If you found out that your best friend had made friends with another person,
what would you think about this and what would you do?

2 Do you think good friends should have the same interests? Why or why not?
5|
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Word power

Adjectives to describe personality

Adjectives are used to describe people or things. The dialogue below shows some
examples of how adjectives are used to describe people’s personalities.

A: At first, when I saw my best friend start to spend time

with new friends, I was jealous. But now I am more
open-minded because I have new friends to spend time

Some adjectives that describe personality are positive, while others are negative.

Below are some examples.

with too.

B: Yes, I noticed that sometimes you were moody at the
beginning of last term. However, I'm pleased to see that
you are much more cheerful these days.

Positive ~ Negative
generous warm-hearted dishonest narrow-minded
reliable open-minded stubborn bad-tempered
honest helpful moody impolite
polite friendly unkind boring

There are many adjectives to describe personality that have the same or similar
meanings. Words that have the same or similar meanings are called synonyms.
When we want to express the opposite meaning of a word, we use an antonym.
Here are some examples of adjectives that describe personality, and their synonyms
or antonyms.

Synonyms ‘ Antonyms
strong-mif{ded | d‘etermined ; hard-working H lazy
shy timid generous selfish
friendly kind talkative quiet
happy cheerful- polite rude
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& Han Fang’s cousin, Ding Wei, just started university. He is writing a letter to Han Fang
to tell her all about the new friends he has made. Help him choose the proper adjectives to
describe their personalities.

25 September

Dear Han Fang,

How are you? | am doing fine here at university and | have made several good
friends as well. | want to tell you about them.

First of all, | must tell you about my roommate, Wu Kang. He is from Dalian. We get
along very well because he is so (1 (difficult/easy-going). We stay "
up at night and talk about many things. We have interesting conversatione.
Neither of us is @ (quiet/talkative), that's for surel

Next is my classmate, Li Xiang. His family is from Nanjing, just like ours. When we
first met, | thought Li Xiang was quite 3) (shy/outgoing) because
he didn’t say much. But now | know that he is a very ¥

(friendly/unfriendly) and (5 (dishonest/honest) person. We often
study together and he usually helps me with Maths and | help him with English. |
am happy to have such a (©) (lazy/hard-working) classmate.

Finally, | want to tell you about Zhao Jie. He always tells jokes. He is very humorous
even though he has a () (serious/carefree) personality. He is
training to be a national athlete. Can you believe that? | have no doubt he will
succeed. Maybe one day he will make it to the Olympics!

I hope that when you come for visitor's weekend, you will get to meet some of my
friends. Please don’t worry about me. | am making friends and studying hard. The
professors are (8) (easyl/strict) but they are kind. | like university
very much.

Write back soon!

Dinj Wwer g

|B See how many positive and negative adjectives that describe personality you can come
up with. Write your words in the ovals below.

Positive Negative
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Grammar and usage

To-infinitive

The to-infinitive is to + the base form of a verb, e.g., to do and to work. It can be used
alone or as part of an infinitive phrase.

| was determined to be cheerful.
1 The to-infinitive can be the:
e subject of a sentence
To find a best friend is difficult. = It is difficult to find a best friend.
e object
| need to sleep for eight hours every night.
e object complement
| asked him to come over.
e attribute
| have a very important meeting to attend.
e predicative
His intention was to cheer me up.
e adverbial
My dad arranged some swimming lessons to surprise me.
2 The to-infinitive can also have a continuous or perfect form.
Things seem to be getting better.
John pretended not to have seen me.

Bare infinitive

Another kind of infinitive is the bare infinitive. It is the infinitive without fo.
1 We use the bare infinitive after:
e Jet and make and sometimes have
| let her borrow my book.
She made me promise to write every day. Verbs of perception can also be
The teacher often has his students read aloud in class. used with verb-ing but with different
e verbs of perception: feel, hear, see and watch meanings.
| saw her talk to her new friends. I saw her talk to her new frignds
o ool vt btk wid Tt (I witnessed the whole conversation.)

| Id rath . . | saw her talking to her new friends,
WL TRENET S0 PN (When | saw her, she was talking to her

You had better tidy your bedroom. new friends. | might or might not have
Why not visit your cousin in Japan? witnessed the whole conversation.)

2 When two infinitives are joined by and, or, except, but, than, rather than, we
normally use the bare infinitive for the second infinitive.

She told me to be cheerful and look on the bright side.
Do you want to go shopping or watch a film?

We had nothing to do but watch TV.

I decided to write rather than phone.



Unit 1

b Sally moved from New York to London. She has made some new friends there. She is
writing to Laura, her friend in New York, to tell her about them. Help her complete her letter
using the words in brackets. Change the form where necessary.

17 January
Dear Laura,
[ want M (thank) you for your last letter. | was very
happy when | saw it in my mailbox. I'm o glad | persuaded you
@ (talk) to Rachel. Isn’t it wonderful 3 (have)

good friends? Speaking of friends, 've met some nice people here in
London and | think we might become close friends. | decided to
write rather than 4 (e-mail) you about my new friends
because it's always nice & (receive) a letter from
someone special.

| met Monica when | joined the school badminton team. We got on
really well and soon a great friendship developed. She invited me
O] (g90) to her house and (watch) DVDs. We
have been friends ever since.

My other friend is Jane. She always lets me ® (borrow)
her Maths notes. You know | would rather ©) (visit) the
dentist than study algebra and arithmetic! Jane told me | had
better (10 (spend) more time studying, and | have been
trying my best.

How are you doing at school? | hope your results are still good.
Why not (1 (write) to me and (12) (tell) me all
about it?

| can't wait (13) (see) you again. When are you coming to
visit me? You had better (4 (make) it soon! Why not
as) (come) to London this Easter? We could go to the
amusement park or even to the circus!

Take care,

Sally
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IFitis

10

already clear who
is being talked
about, we do not
add a possessive
pronoun in front of
the verb-/ng form,
8.0, Thank you for
coming.

Verb-ing form as a noun

1

Verb-ing forms can be used like nouns. They can be used:

e as the subject of a sentence when we talk about an action in a general way
Swimming is good for your health.

¢ as the object of a sentence when we talk about an action in a general way
| love swimming in the sea during the summer.

e after prepositions
| keep fit by swimming every day.

¢ after possessive pronouns
Her swimming has improved since she started training every day.

¢ in compound nouns
There is a shoe in the swimming pool.

We use a verb-ing form, not an infinitive, after these verbs.

admit dislike imagine delay consider mind understand
avoid enjoy practise miss finish keep suggest

Some common phrases are used with verb-ing forms.

Would you mind ... Would you mind helping me with my homework?
.. cannot help ... | cannot help wondering why she does not like me.
... look forward to ... | |look forward to seeing you at the party.
.. feel like ... | don't feel like doing anything now.
.. cannot stand ... She cannot stand seeing that boy.
.. it is no use/good ... | | think it is no use crying about your exam results now.
.. put off ... | had to put off shopping for a while.
.. keep on ... He kept on asking me for my phone number.

We can use a verb-ing form or an infinitive after the following verbs, with little
difference in meaning.

continue - prefer begin hate like start love

Some verbs can be followed by a verb-ing form or a to-infinitive, but with some
difference in meaning or usage. We need to make sure we use the correct form.

forget regret remember mean try go on

e forget + to-infinitive (The fo-infinitive here refers to an activity that has not
been done.)

He forgot to close the door when he left.

* forget + verb-ing form (The verb-ing form here refers to an action that has
been done.)

I'll never forget winning my first gold medal.
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Ma Yan is writing a short e-mail to her friend, Xu Dong, about her views on chat

rooms. Read her notes and help her complete the e-miail.

Y2999 3799999444

Notes

¢ first visit: a year ago

regular chats: 2 months later

® chat every day

¢ pretend I'm someone else

* don’t talk to real friends as much

* sometimes chat all evening

* mum—stop me at about 10 p.m.

e forgot—didn’t do homework

* must pass exams, mum says, or sell computer

¢ real friends more important

pate: 10 March  From: N

I first began (W Internet chat rooms about a year ago. I started
@ regularly about two months later, and now I chat on the
Internet daily.

I love 3) chat rooms because sometimes I feel like (4 to
be someone else online. I love to create a new identity for myself.

Soon after visiting the chat rooms, I began to talk less to my real friends. I
thought they were less exciting than my online friends.

I usually enter the chat room at about 8 p.m. and continue all
evening, sometimes until midnight. But usually my mum makes me
®) at about 10 p.m.

Mum discourages me from (/) online. She says I spend an absurd
amount of time online. My friends say so too. Maybe they’re right. Last
week, I even forgot ®) my English essay. Mum says I had better
®) my exams, or she will sell the computer as punishment.
Although I have fun with my online friends, I know that my real friends are
more important than my online friends.

11



