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= A Perfect Life
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Author Unknown
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Once a circle missed a wedge.
The circle wanted to be whole, so it
went around looking for its missing
piece.But because it was incomplete
and therefore could roll only very
slowly, it admired the flowers along
the way.
enjoyed the sunshine. It found lots of
different pieces, but none of them fit.
So it left them all by the side of the
road and kept on searching. Then
one day the circle found a piece
that fit perfectly. It was so happy.
Now it could be whole, with nothing
missing.
piece into itself and began to roll.
Now that it was a perfect circle, it
could roll very fast, too fast to noftice
flowers or talk to the worms. When it
redlized how different the world
seemed when it rolled so quickly, it
stopped, left its found piece by the
side of the road and rolled slowly

It chatted .with worms. It 7

It incorporated the missing
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away.

The lesson of the story, ]
suggested, was that in some strange
sense we are more whole when we
are missing something. The man who
has everything is in some ways a
poor man. He will never know what it
feels like fo yeam, to hope, to nourish
his soul with the dream of something
better. He will never know the
experience of having someone who

loves him give him something he has .

always wanted or never had.

There is a wholeness about the
person who has come to terms with
his limitations, who has been brave
enough fo let go of his unrealistic
dreams and not feel like a failure for
doing so. There is a wholeness about
the man or woman who has learned
that he or she is strong enough to go
through a tragedy and survive, he or
she can lose someone and still feel
like a complete person.

Life is not a ifrap set for us by
God so that he can condemn us for
failing. Life is not a spelling puzzle,
where no maftter how many words
you’ ve gotten right, you’ re
disqualified if you make one mistake.
Life is more like a baseball season,
where even the best team loses one
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third of its games and even the worst
team has its days of briliance. Our
goal is to win more games than we
lose.

When ‘we accept that
imperfection is part of human, and
when we can continue rolling
through life and appreciate it, we

will have achieved a wholeness that
others can only aspire to. That, |
believe, is what God asks of us—not
“Be perfect”, not “Don’t even
make a mistake” , but “Be whole” .

If we are brave enough to love,
strong enough 1o forgive, generous
enough to rejoice in another’s
happiness, and wise enough to know

there is enough love to go around

for us all, then we can achieve a
fulflment that no other living
creature will ever know.

bo %, T & £ MR A LA &
REEMAET. &K BT
BAEZ BRXK DHR.

LRMNEZATEY
RAXFEN D, K
IR W7 30 34T A4 R 30 5
RAREEMER, RIS
REEMARERE M
BAL. RMEERELF
HEMUER: AR "%
£ ,AR TR, EXR
Bt YN

WMRRANES BB
R BRBHIEIER. KE
& AR AMBRETE X,
ARHERILTHEER, A
LARMNMERGINNAEY
BT g BR 1% 44 A Bt .

(F#Fa)



Where There Is Hope
2

[515] Ho266#, 3266,

Y ou’ re never defeated, never
beaten down as long as you have
hope. Keep this thought in mind
always as difficulties,sorrow,sickness
and trouble come upon you. Have
you heard that old saying that where
there is life, there is hope? 1 suggest
you turn it around: Where there is
hope, thereis life. Form a picture in
your mind, not of lack or denial or
frustration or iliness, but of prosperity,
abundance, attainment, health. You
will receive as a result of prayer
exactly what you think, notwhat you
say.

Therefore, practice believing
even as you pray that you will
receive God’ s boundless blessings—
that they are already on their way to
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you. When you live with hope in your % %R, RA YRETE L
}% heart, in your mind and in your spirit,  #4 7%, RA G RAEEF
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The Sweetness of Mind
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Author Unknown
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On the outskirts of a town in
England nestles a nice cottage with
a large garden where there lives an
old and aged man. The old man is
seen pruning, watering or fertilizing
his flowers all the time. The garden
where bees and butterflies dance
and gorgeous flowers mass all year
around is so well-tended that every
passer-by cannot but halt for a
glance. )

One day a young pcainter went
by the old man’ s garden. He gazed
at the splendid garden and the
special  cotftage,fotally lost  in
admiration at the beauty of these
sceneries, picturing how happy he
could be if he lived in such a
beautfiful place. Then, suddenly he
found the old gardener was blind.
Shocked, the painter approached
that old man, asking “why are you
busy tending these flowers every day
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which you can’ t see as a matter of
fact?” The blind gardener smiled an
answer that “ | can tell you four
reasons. First, | was a gardener when
| was young, and | really like this job.
Second, although | can’ tsee these
flowers, yet | can touch them. Third, |
can smell the sweetness of them. As
to the last one, that’ s you.”

" Me? But you don’t know
me.” responder the painter,
perplexed still.

“Yeah, it’ struethatldon’ tknow
you. But | know flowers are earthly
angels which everyone knows and
would never turn them down. | know
many a people who show animation
in life would stop by and the beauty
of my garden will get them into a
good mood. In the meantime, it also
extends a chance to me to have a
word with you here and to enjoy the
happiness these flowers have
brought us.”

The old man’ s words astounded
me a great deal with pleasure. The
blind man grows flowers and serves
them as a link of minds so as to make
everybody enjoy the  glorious
sunshine in spring. He can’ t see the
beauty he’ s created, however, this
delightful prospect has had our eyes
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