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Intro for Chinese edition of Make

The DIY Mindset and the Maker Movement

Do-lIt-Yourself (DIY) is one of the defining ideas of our time. It’s a
force for change. It is behind the growth in participation in the Web
— we aren’t just online; we’re doing things online. It is behind new
strategies for making our own day-to-day lives better — and easier. DIY
is a belief in what we can do ourselves and DIY is the mindset that we
can learn to do almost anything. The motivation for making change, for

doing anything must first come from within. To quote Eric Raymond in
describing the origins of Open Source software, it starts with a desire “to scratch one’s own
itch.”

At the same time, the paradox of DIY is that you can’t do much by yourself. Once you start
doing something, you connect to others in local communities or communities of practice and
together, you can do things that matter.

Make is a magazine dedicated to DIY — learning to do projects and sharing ideas and
practices with others. Make is about getting access to technology and taking control of it —
the essence of hacking — to make it do what you want it to do. It means being hands-on as
opposed to hands-off. It means getting hold of something and changing it so that it meets
your own creative goals. Sometimes it’s a mash-up of things that have never been put together.

Out of the magazine has grown Maker Faire, which brings together makers to share what
they do with each other and with a broader public. We’ve done a large-scale Maker Faire nine
times. We had over 80,000 people in 2010 in the Bay Area and we started new Faires in Detroit
and New York City, reaching 20-25,000 each. Maker Faire brings together people and resources
that are already in the community — that are already there but hard to find.

DIY is largely invisible because it takes place at home or in garages or backyards. It is not
well understood as a source of innovation and invention. Yet, the personal computer industry
could be seen as growing from the interests of technology enthusiasts in the 1970s. Today, a
new group of enthusiasts are creating a market for 3D printers like the MakerBot. Hackerspaces
are sprouting up around the globe, as makers create their own facility to share tools and
expertise. All of this is part of a Maker movement that is growing worldwide. By sharing new
ideas and new ways of making, and making more visible what is hidden, we can all learn to do

W

— Dale Dougherty

more.
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