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INTENSIVE READING

New Words and Expressions

complain [kom'plein ]

traffic [ 'trefik ]

disturbance [dis'tabns]

average [ 'evorids]

inhabitant [in'habitnt]

population [ popju'lei/n)

enormously [i'noimasli]
motorcycle [ 'mautasaik]]
pneumatic [ nju'maetik] drill
decibel [ 'desibel]

approach [o'praut[]
discotheque [ 'diskatelk]

unfortunately [ an'fortnitli]

vi. to express feelings of annoyance, pain, unhappiness,
dissatisfaction, grief, etc. #14%, XK AW Mary is always
complaining about something. Why can’t she be pleasan-
ter? IMAAE R A0, WE AR SN ALY

n. [ U] the people, vehicles, etc. moving along roads or
streets 1T AW, FK Gk

n . something that changes the usual or natural condition of
T3, T The noise of cars passing along the road is a
continual disturbance to our quiet at home. L IAEE W= 4
Gk E A RMNT B K ELEE T =2 TFH,

adj. of the usual or ordinary kind ¥&EH), —R%H

n. a person (or sometimes an animal) that lives in a particu-
lar place regularly, as a general rule, or for a period of time
fE R

n . the number of people (or animal) living in a particular
area, country, etc. A

adv. very much indeed; greatly ¥ AH

n. BEFEE

K

n. a measure of the loudness of a sound 43 Ul

wt. to come near or nearer (to) iﬁif[

n. (infml disco [ 'diskou]) a club where young people
dance to recorded popular music i FHEET

adv. by bad luck; it is/was a bad thing that... NEHE,
1



decrease [di'kri:z]

threaten [ '6retn]
establish [ is'taeblif ]

mental [ 'mentl]
observe [ab'zav]
rock-and-roll

enforce [in'fys]

automobilist [ oitoma'bizlist]
honk [ honk]

fine [fain]
be fined for ( prep.)
Rome [ roum ]

Memphis [ 'memfis]

& NBRREy =

vi. to become less in size, number, strength, etc. I/, I
55~ ['ditkrizs] 7. the act or action of decreasing; the state
of being decreased

vt . to be a threat against B, f#--- 23| g

vt . to find out or make certain of (a fact, answer, etc.)
3, YESE to establish the truth of a story

adj. of the mind ¥ A, I

vt. to see and notice FH|, EEH]

n . a kind of music FEE(K)

vt . to cause {a rule or law) to be carried out effectively &
e, AT

n. a car driver /NREFHL

n. the sound made by a car horn 'R WU vi. to make a
honk % WL

vt . to take money from. . .as a punishment &b+ PAT4E,

<~ TR B 51 K

n. BFH(IABERNEEH)

n. TIEH(RERTS)

Reading Passage

Noise

The people who lived in Rome 2, 000 years ago were already complaining about the noise in
their city. They couldn’t sleep, they said, with all that traffic in the streets. For them, noise was
merely a disturbance. For us it has become a real danger. We know that the sounds of an average
city are loud enough to cause serious damage to the inhabitants’ hearing—in the United States, one
person out of twenty has suffered some hearing loss. And all over the world the situation is getting
worse all the time, since noise increases with the population.

Noise has also increased enormously in the 20th century with the development of machines.
We live surrounded by loud planes, trucks, motorcycles, buses, electric tools, radios, pneumatic
drills—that roar day and night up to 90 or 100 decibels. The decibel is the unit used to measure the
loudness of sound. A normal conversation reaches 55 decibels, thunder roars at 70 decibels, a jet
plane goes to 100 decibels and more, and an ordinary subway train, approaching the station, can
be twice as loud as the loudest jet. The average discotheque reaches around 118 decibels. At 120
decibels the ear stops hearing sound, and pain starts.

Unfortunately, the human ear does not judge clearly the degree of loudness of a noise. A sound

2



ten decibels fouder than another one is felt as twice as loud, when in fact it is ten times louder.
Since we cannot measure the increase or decrease of noise, we never know to what danger we are
exposed.

But it is not only our hearing that is threatened. It has been established that loud noises, over
a period of time, cause loss of sleep, anger, and many mental and physical problems. Such prob-
lems have been observed among factory workers, prisoners in large prisons, and people who drive
heavy trucks, operate pneumatic drills, or go frequently to rock-and-roll concerts.

Is there a solution? We do know how to build quieter machines, if the public wants them. But mer-
chants point out that people who buy motorcycles, for instance, prefer the loudest ones because they sound
more powerful. Some cities are trying to enforce more strictly their anti-noise laws. In Memphis automo-
bilists are fined fifty dollars for honking; they may lose their right to drive if they do it again. People who
carry noisy radios in public places may lose them if they are caught with them.

Actually, it will take everybody’s efforts to keep city noises from increasing. Even so, say the
experts, in twenty years the cities will be twice as loud as they are today because of the growth of
the population. The inhabitants will have to shout to be heard at the dinner table. Unless, of
course, they have all become completely deaf.

Notes
1. They couldn’t sleep, 1) A with A, R “JRHE (cause or reason)
.., with all that The small child trembled with fear. A/ JZ T F & R 4,
traffic in the streets. His wife is in bed with influenza. #.%&F B £ A KM ENA A K,
2) in the streets Fl on the streets ] P s X BB 7E T RS
street EB&%EE%%‘EO
It really upsets me when I see people begging in the street. HRLA
AFe B LT R AR TAFIR
The recent violence has led to armed police on the streets. i &Y
BHIFASGHETREER AL A,
2. We know that the 1) A%, average BEAW, REEFHH” . —BH" (usual or
sounds of an aver- ordinary) o
age city are loud e- The average person here is a lot better than they were 40 years
nough to cause seri- ago. X2 8 — AW ZW A0 FAEHF T,
ous damage to. . .. His first novel was not particularly good or bad, just average. % 49

% — 350 BE T 4% BT TR B, A R — AL,
2) Zs/8]HR, enough R EIIH, B AR, BERE, BATHT adj. +
enough + for #5449, LA AT adj. + enough + to-infinitive 25 .

I don’t think she’s really experienced enough for this sort of job.

3



3. ... one person out
of twenty has suf-
fered some hearing

loss .

4. We live surrounded
by loud planes, . ...

1)

2)

RTAAMELGERB G ZBAEE 5,
She told me it was brand new and I was stupid enough to believe

her. #e&TF K€ R HFH#H 45, KA BM G, TRAE T &,

FE B, out of A HIEMIA, BR "R BFHZ (B M)

Nine out of ten people said they would like to try the new product.

No one got 20 out of 20 for the test, but several people got 17 out
of 20. Xk %R A A 20 A AMT, 2R LAA 20 MR B
T 17 R,

HiiE B suffer sth. 5 suffer from sth. B X AT EAF :suffer 72
MFERYHE, REEERR ER R, TITEEH R
REWEE, REAEBN R EZCRE)WR W, BT A from
FoRE R RE. LR

When I was a child, I suffered cold and hunger. /"B &, & id 69 %
Tz Reg 8 T,

He suffered a great deal from cold and hunger in the old days. %
E R MEIF,

He suffered all kinds of discrimination in those dark days. &%
BEy ¥ A, G & AT AT S,

He suffered from all kinds of discrimination in those dark days. &
ARG ¥ A, G e AP AT AL LA

3) A& A, some BB B R “F F (some kind of )" B« I Fh 2 K )

(some degree of)”, Bl % 37 545 & A BHHEAR B AR GRS
4, EENRATRRE - THEHEE,

Here' s some news you might be interested in. X 2.7 2 &4k &
A R,

There must be some way you can relieve the pain. — & % 4%
kAR ARG A M .

We’ ve been having some problems with our TV over the last few
weeks. R LB KA LA — LH L P,

Some lucky person will win more than one million dollars in the
competition. EAFEH I AW FF #3100 37 EAGRE,

A live S NVESNA, B R R RENFEER, #oAE RN ( half
linking verb); surrounded by. . R EBIMNE, BT EE weo RIFHE
ﬁ]‘}iﬁ’ﬂ;*%@ﬁlﬂéﬁﬁﬁ sit, stand, lie, go, come, return, die, leave
%,



5. At 120 decibels the

ear stops hearing
sound, and pain
starts. Mg F & F
120 43 W, B 28t
AR T, AT

. Since we cannot mea-
sure the increase or
decrease of noise, we
never know to what
danger we are ex-
posed. BE 23 3 11 (#Y
B MRS R
IR, RATHRHTE
INEE AT
Rt 2 FEHfER,

His son died young. #./)L-F X3 T,

She lay unconscious on the ground. 4% A3 £ & & T %%,

He left home a boy and returned an old man. # & K& &£ &4 F,
BRNOEESEFT,

They sat stiffly posed around a table for a picture. #.1114E% 1842 69 4&
P oELAE—KEFHRA,

He stood still, watching the huge bear approach him. #35 % 757, iR
HERME— T P&E,

ZA) R, stop FENIA, BYER X EHiA, HJE W LARR o do 1ERIE, 1F
Rahia, 5 AT LR doing VEEEIE, (EF & B B :stop doing B oY
“f2 |k CRE )", T stop to do MUFRRET -7 AERUUA
B ZNF A ; remember, forget, remind, continue, go on, try .
Please remember to send the letter for me. 12 & H KR,

I remember meeting him somewhere before. 1% /%4 ALY
1

Don’t forget to turn off the light when you leave. A B #1& T *)7
[ forgot taking the medicine and took another two. KEiereiddh T,
S TEA

Please remind me to attend the meeting tomorrow. WHREE KX
o

This pictute reminds me seeing the film. X7k A miLkmAk, KA
iz e #H,

1) A&, since /&M B E, 51 F B RE WA, B -
/N T 4SSN 0 BT4E . Because FIRH R E N (H
B JEH, R R BB, T as 4 since B LA, R
7R R B B 2 EaiEyER, KX AR ELEHENTREA
BE {8 since B as EHER, B, ¥ AT HEE, T as WHT
Hi&, RHK:

As it was getting late, [ decided to book into a hotel. vTRED
%, KRR £ —RHKRIEHLE,

We can’t go to Julia’s party because we’re going away that week-
end. RAVTEE X & Julia F TR 2, A KAVIA B R &5
=8

Since we’ve got a few minutes to wait for the train, let’s have a
cup of coffee. BE K E XK E T E Z LS, KATEBArdedEe,

2) FiE B, expose ... to L EAEYRYE -BRBT-ZTT,



8.

. But it is not only

our hearing that is
threatened. fH J&
Z B M AR
R AIHIVTHE

A sound ten deci-
bels louder than
another one is felt
twice as loud,
when in fact it is
ten times louder.
o — 4 (F#F)
mralEE
WF A2 K 4 1R ] —
5, (H 3L B
ma 1 o

R R AT 3 4h, el A TRk sh 4k,

We expose it to the sun. RITH TR E Fra it T,

It is exposed to the sun. EHEZ TRt T,

{AFEAA] 1, expose. . . to... T FERE K" “#EZ” “Wm
I -7 5

The soldiers were exposed to considerable danger. 4+ &1 & % &
A E KA,

His beliefs expose him to ridicule, but he won’t give them up. 4.
GG A X Bl K (215 TR 3

When she went to college, Kate was exposed to a lot of new ideas.

Kate 3t T K &, 40 2)1F $ 37842,

AR BUE S EAR iR A], e B R cleft sentence(4r34M)), 58
VAR R — s (RN BE T IR B H ) ; g o I Al 0 B 1 it is %A
that 22 8],

AL B LN, 32 that RA TR /R A A H LA #% who
(whom) FTAC#:, i f# H where, when, why S5 {7 LA 2R B
eI b s R, A O R IR (B AE B AR o, X R R ik
BTz EZ,

It was yesterday when I heard the bad news. #& & 0F X 7 2] & 3108
&4,

It was in the drawer where I found the key. & & &40/ 2 4% 247
5

It is for the sake of the students why I give so many examples. # %
R ASPIFAAT F AN,

1) FEiEH, twice as loud B“H - —F"H“BET - B E”, A
B PEAE” . [F 3, ten times louder /24 W £, 1T ten
times as loud M2&“H ML “+FF---mE", KK
There are twice as many houses in this area as there used to be. 3L
AIXARR G B EZ 5 AR WP,

This piece of work is ten times better than the last piece you did.
49X B e btk L — B se4F + &,

2) &4 H, when BiE R, BERZRM”.“ BRI (although, despite
the fact that) : A sound ten decibels louder . . . is felt twice as loud,

although it is in fact ten times louder.

He says he hasn’t got any money when in fact he’s got thousands

of dollars in his account. #. 3% B T.% 4K, M EFF Lk F 28 &



9.

10. ...

11.

It has been estab-
lished that loud
noises, over a peri-
od of time, cause
loss of sleep, anger
and many mental
and physical prob-
lems. K K& # o
T, W PSR R
AT E&FE%
(N R E N
HREEH EAA
& BB

they sound

more powerful. &

fII(EEFEE)B A
0T R 9
#}AET.

It will take every-
body’ s efforts to
keep city noises
from increasing.
By 1k 3ok 77 MR 3 Y
HIMANA TR

£,

I don’ t understand how he can say that everything’s fine when it’s
so obvious that it’s not so. & <9 G 4% AL — A IF, i
VI N LN

1) Ay it 2R EEHEXKEIT EE, HEIEEIEZ thar-clause.
It’ s possible that there’ll be a vacancy. 7 #E-2H 4% &k,
Is it true that she’s gone back to teaching? ¥ X H £ # % 7, X £
49757

2) It has been established that. . . J&2“REH NN "HER, HELE
M B AR R . RUPIEIEF It is said that. .. - / Iris
reported that ... ¥ERIE -+ / It is rumoured that. .. PERG
It is said that there has been a serious earthquake there. &% 2
RET—RXHEE,
It is reported that the prices of soft drinks are going to be further
reduced. A R, it HeIm T o —F TE,

AAH, sound FIMETE & 20, BB R A R UHERSITALEA feel,
look, smell, taste .

This picture looks beautiful. i%#& A& L& &%,

The apple tastes delicious. F R RAEHEEL,

The cloth feels soft. X 37 # #EA2 & R F 8,

The drink smells bad. i 4 XLk RA4FH

1) JiEHR  to keep ... from ... ] EE“AiL /1 R E
B, s THEA:
He kept talking. f— 3Lk,
He kept her talking. #ib4 R4 H T X
He kept her from talking. # F~ibde i T &

2) AW EIEEE R to keep noises from increasings (—>Note 9)
I’ 1l cost you dear to have your roof mended. 14 22 & 17 2 %51k
& % Ho
It will be very difficult to prove that they are guilty. £ 45 A ARA
AT EE,
For the experiment to be valid, it is essential to record the data ac-

curately. A& 5B A &, H AR F AL TT



12. Even so, say the
experts, in twenty
years. ... BHRA]
1, BR {3 4k, 20

13. Unless, of course,
they have all be-

come completely
deaf.

Exercises

1. True or False?

WIBRGR P, 5118 F - H 3 2 answered Peter, replied the girl at
the door, he said —281# %), LHHSEEHBLE, X 2WMMA A, X
KiFgmd, A E LB T EEA, LEY EERKNERMM, H
L FE RAIAE, SR NS, i HE.

George, he said, is the best student in the class.

In Memphis, grunted the old lady with a walking stick, the automo-
bilists drive too fast.

The development of machines, suggested Henry, (8% Henry suggest-

ed,) is the only cause of the increase of noise.

1) HARA AT RA, ARG EREN HEARRRHRK, |
AL BT &Y W /] 3% BT LA I M, KB 1% & : Everybody will under-
stand the situation and make their own efforts to keep city noise
from increasing.

2) MEER, unless AENBER, 3B EELKENG, HEAEER
“BedE, & (except if, if...not)”,

Don’t promise anything unless you’re 100 per cent sure. % Ak 1R
HEHZE dete, TN REHRETENR.
Unless you call me to say you’ re not coming I’ 1l meet you at the

theatre. 4° B AR 47 9% 8 o RART K, K32 BB £ LR,

1. The sounds of an average city won’t cause serious damage to the
inhabitants’ hearing.

2. In the United States, five percent of the population has suffered
some hearing loss.

3. The development of machines is the only cause of the increase of
noise.

4. A jet plane makes a louder noise than an ordinary subway train

approaching the station.

The human ear cannot judge the loudness of a noise clearly.

Loud noise will only threaten people’s hearing.

We don’t know how to build quieter machines.

oI B YL

In Memphis, automobilists will lose their right to drive if they
are found honking.
9. If everybody makes his efforts to keep city noises from increas-

ing, the cities will become quieter in twenty years.



