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Preface
Ye Peng

Painted on the imperial palaces, palace halls, temples, Yamen, inns, cliffs and the
tombs, through the vicissitudes of the years, hovering storms and structure destructions, have
left almost nothing remaining of historic murals. The only paintings that are left are those
preserved on stone cliffs and within tomb walls, and these are the most ancient.

Mostly in the form of symbols, rock murals depict our ancestors’ descriptions of the
nature and the focus of their hearts’ pursuits. Tomb murals mostly convey the yearning to
become immortal but also show daily life. With picture design and pattern decoration, these
have a stately bearing. The murals, impressively provide a bright source of art history.

Tomb murals achieved their zenith during the Han Dynasty. The Han viewed death as
a new birth and advocated burial practices, "+*providing dolls to accompany death in the
coffin and food to serve the spirit." (Lunheng—Book Burial Articles). Daily life supplies
and pottery figurines of servants were made for the tomb occupant to enjoy in the next world.
Most importantly, the Han Dynasty’ s royal families were fond of paintings, which are an
important window to the past. Murals show the majesty and wealth of the tomb occupant that
were in fashion. As Wang Fu ‘s Qianfu Lun—Boastful Luxury Chapter states, "From East
Yuelang to West Dunhuang, among thousands of miles they all followed this trend." Luoyang
has the most tomb murals of the Han Dynasty in China. There are a wide variety of subjects
from home feasts to the carriage travels, the practice of martial arts and hunting, performances
of dance and opera, depictions of the moon and nebulas, the Black Dragon and White Tiger—
myths, legends and historical stories, all of which are described as "drawing the world,
relishing and categorizing sentient beings." Among all the Han tomb murals in Luoyang, the
most famous is the Bu Qiangiu tomb murals, which were discovered in the west Shao Gou
village, south of Mang Mountain. The tomb occupants, Bu Qiangiu and his wife, are portrayed
riding a dragon and a phoenix, guided by immortals, surrounded by mythical beasts, rising

into the air and becoming immortals. Considered the tomb’ s masterpiece, the painting is



done precisely, the colors fresh and bright. Another example is the Luoyang Zhu village tomb
mural, "Tomb occupant riding in a Carriage". This shows the distinguished and luxurious
bearing of the tomb occupant, the whinnying and the clip—clops of the horses and the owner’
s pondering. Movement and calm form a clear contrast and bring the images to life. On the
Han mural "Tomb occupant and his wife banqueting”, discovered in Luoyang’ s south
Tang Kung Road, maidservants are pouring liquid for their masters with careful grace, the
husband and wife leaning over, gazing at each other and expressing their affective intimacy.
Other examples are the southeast Han murals which portray the scene of a banquet at Hong
Men discovered in Shao Gou village in Luoyang; the northwest Han murals of" Killing Three
Warriors With Two Peaches ", a wisdom story which occurred during the Spring_Autumn
and Warring States Period, discovered in the Old City area of Luoyang. All are dazzling and
amazing.

For centuries, the fascination and research of Luoyang Tomb Murals have attracted
many domestic and foreign artists and scholars of art history, which has become a particular
field of aesthetic study. The monographs Study on Han Dynasty Tomb Murals Paintings in
Luoyang by Mis Liu Lanzhi is the latest achievements of Han Dynasty tomb murals research.

Ms. Liu Lanzhi’ s study of Han Dynasty tomb paintings is based on her long term
research and passion for the murals. She is not just a theoretician of art history but is also an
excellent painter in her own right. Her treatise Study on Han Dynasty Tomb Murals Paintings
in Luoyang begins with the existing state of mural research and expounds on the wide themes
of mural paintings, different styles of various court painters, literature artists and folk artists.
She then specifically analyzes the mural paintings in tomb of Han Dynasty over it” s history,
providing image samples and rich theoretical data for reader. Moreover, since the author is a
passionate painter herself, an extensive anaylisis is provided on artististic techniques of the
murals, from the mode of composition to perspective concept, from the complementation of
delineation and coloring, to the application of boneless painting technique.

At the back of the treatise, ten disquisitions are attached, which enlarge and deepen the
aesthetic field involved in the book, thus upgrading it due to novel data and pithy thesis. The
cemetery Mount Beimang is a place with countless tombs of ages. Like poet Shen Quagqi wrote
during the Tang Dynasty—

“Tombs were placed on Beimang,
those of eternal future generations face Luoyang,

music rises from the city in the evening,



but only sounds evergreen

can be heard on Beimang.”

(from MANG SHAN)

Ms. Lanzhi concludes there will be new discoveries and exhibitions of Han tomb murals
in the future, allowing us more insight into the lives and minds of our ancestors, as well as the

ancient glory of Chinese nations, providing us with an inspiration for a brilliant future.
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