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Scan the following introduction to check your answers to the
questions above.

_eneral Introduction

Ancient Greece is the term used to describe the Greek-speaking world
in ancient times. It refers not only to the geographical peninsula of modern
Greece, but also areas of Hellenic ( #FEH ) culture that were settled in
ancient times by Greeks. The ancient Greece period in history lasted for
close to a millennium, until the rise of Christianity. It is considered by
most historians to be the foundational culture of western civilization.

The remarkable story of ancient Greek civilization begins with the
first arrival of the Greeks around 2000 B.C. By the eighth century B.C.,
the characteristic institution of ancient Greek life, the polis (###B ) or city-
state, had emerged. Greek civilization flourished and reached its height in
the classical era of the fifth century B.C., which has come to be closely
identified with the achievements of Athenian democracy.

The civilization of the ancient Greeks was the fountain-head of
Western culture. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle established the foundations
of Western philosophy. Herodotus and Thucydides created the discipline
of history. Western literary forms are largely derived from Greek poetry




and drama. Greek notions of harmony,
proportion, and beauty have remained the
touchstones for all subsequent Western art.
A rational method of inquiry, so important
to modern science, was conceived in
ancient Greece. Many political terms are
of Greek origin, and so are the concepts
of the rights and duties of citizenship,
especially as they were conceived in
Athens, the first great democracy. Athens
gave the idea of democracy to the Western
world.

The culture of Ancient Greeks
has been immensely influential on the
language, politics, educational systems, philosophy, science, art and
architecture of the modern world, fueling the Renaissance (XZ®E¢) in
Western Europe and reappearing during various Neo-classical (FHEHENX
#9) revivals in 18th and 19th century Europe and the Americas.

It was the Greeks who constructed the intellectual foundations of the
Western heritage. They asked some basic questions about human life that
still dominate western intellectual pursuits: What is the nature of universe?
What is the purpose of human existence? What is our relationship to divine
forces? What constitutes a community? What constitutes a state? What
is true education? What are the true sources of law? What is truth itself,
and how do we realize it? Not only did the Greeks provide answers to
these questions, but they created a system of logical, analytical thought to
examine them. This rational outlook has remained an important feature of
Western civilization.

The reason for the world-wide influence of ancient Greek language
and culture, mostly in the sciences and the humanities, is not merely
aesthetic ( ¥3£/y ), for there is nothing so beautiful in the Greek language
alone to explain its tremendous influence. Instead, one must ascribe it
to the fact that hiding behind Greek terms are vast ideological treasures
that help expand enormously the ability of the human mind to understand
the world. As a result of the meteoric educational progress that ancient
Greeks made, we are no longer “imprisoned” inside only a superficial or
superstitious (%589 ) view of the universe, or at best
a mythological interpretation, although mythology ( 3
¥ ) , too, can serve to enrich our lives; instead, we have
vastly expanded the realm of our intellectual possibilities,




including realizing our ability to think critically.

In the field of education, they not only inspired countless generations
that followed them to match or surpass their learning, but also instituted
a sophisticated system of education from the cradle to the grave that
included, among other things, mentor ($Jf) networks, educational
competitions, and the design of whole cities as veritable educational
institutions. The English poet, Lord Byron ( £, EE#®A ), in one of
his more lyric moments, would declare that “We are All Greeks!” by that
he meant that Europeans had become essentially Greek after so many
centuries of a Greek education.

Democracy, itself a political invention of the ancient Greeks, in the
sense of being consciously practiced and theorized about, allows us today
to have freedom of speech, if not freedom of movement, without adverse
personal or political repercussions (&M ) . This freedom, in turn, opens
doors widely for putting to use our newly discovered abilities to think
critically, rather than exercise them secretly for fear of antagonizing ( 5|&
#x} ) the political elites that may be in power.

The ancient Greeks in many aspects stood as symbols of our
commonly shared potential for overcoming artistic, intellectual, and
athletic mediocrity (/). The West acknowledged this by voluntarily
borrowing Greek terms and meanings, beginning with the Romans, and
for long periods of time organizing its sense of self around certain Greek
ideas. It is not an accident, then, that Greece is known as the “cradle of
western civilization”.

‘he Greek Love of Wisdom

Philosophy is a Greek word that literally means “love of wisdom”.
k philosophers were concerned with the development of



consisted of being able to perceive and pursue one’s own good. Because
of these ideas, many people viewed the Sophists as harmful to society and
especially dangerous to the values of young people.
One of the critics of the Sophists was
‘Socrates (469-399B.C.) . Because he left no
writings, we know about him only from his
pupils, especially his most famous one, Plato.
Socrates taught a number of pupils, but not
for pay, because he believed that the goal of
education was only to improve the individual.
He made use of a teaching method that is still
known by his name. The “Socratic method”
utilizes a question-and-answer technique to
lead pupils to see things for themselves by
using their own reason. Socrates believed that
all real knowledge is within each person; only
critical examination was needed to call it forth.
This was the real task of philosophy since “the
unexamined life is not worth living”.
One of Socrates’ disciples ( 1% ) was
Plato (427-347
B.C.), considered by many the greatest
philosopher of Western civilization. Unlike
his master Socrates, who wrote nothing,
Plato wrote a great deal. In his dialogues,
he used Socrates as his chief philosophical
debater. Plato’s philosophical thought
focused on the essence of reality and was
centered in the concept of Ideas or ideal
Forms. According to Plato, a higher world
of eternal, unchanging Ideas or Forms has
always existed. To know these Forms is to
know truth. These ideal Forms constitute
reality and can only be apprehended by
a trained mind, which, of course, is the
goal of philosophy. The objects that
we perceive with our senses are simply
reflections of the ideal Forms. Hence they
are shadows, while reality is found in the
Forms themselves.

Plato’s ideas for government were set out in his dialogue titled The
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Republic® . In Plato’s ideal state, each group fulfilled the assigned role,
creating a society that functioned harmoniously.

Plato established a school at Athens
known as the Academy. One of his pupils,
who studied there for twenty years, was
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.), who later
became a tutor to Alexander the Great.
Aristotle differed significantly from his
teacher in that he did not accept Plato’
s theory of ideal Forms. Like Plato,
Aristotle believed in universal principles
or forms, but he believed that form and
matter were inseparable. By examining
individual objects, we can perceive their
form and arrive at universal principles,
but they do not exist as a separate higher
world of reality beyond material things;
rather, they are a part of things themselves.
Aristotle’s interests, then, lay in analyzing
and classifying things based on thorough
research and investigation. For his Politics
@ | Aristotle examined the constitutions of
158 states and arrived at general categories for organizing governments.
He identified three good forms of government: monarchy, aristocracy, and
constitutional government. He favored constitutional government as the
best form for most people.

Aristotle’s philosophical and political ideas played an enormous role
in the development of Western thought during the Middle Ages. So did his
ideas on women. Aristotle believed that marriage was meant to provide
mutual comfort between man and woman and contributed to the overall
happiness of a community. Nevertheless, Aristotle maintained that women
were biologically inferior to men. Therefore, women must be subordinated
to men not only in the community but also in marriage.

%Umsxuum for discussion
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A lexander the Great

Alexander III
of Macedon (356-
323:°B.C.), popularly
known as Alexander
the Great, was a Greek
king of Macedon®
who created one of the
largest empires in ancient
history. Macedon was
not a Greek city-state.
It was a huge country
in the north of Greece.
Alexander received a
classical Greek education
under the tutorship of
famed philosopher Aristotle. Although both Alexander’s reign and empire
were short-lived, the cultural impact of his conquests lasted for centuries.
Alexander is one of the most famous historical figures, and is remembered
for his tactical ( fkRAY ) ability, his conquests, and for spreading Greek
civilization into the East.

Upon his father’s death, Alexander inherited a strong kingdom and
an experienced army. He succeeded in being awarded the generalship of
Greece and with his authority firmly established, launched the military
plans for expansion left by his father. He invaded the Persian Empire, but
whilst he was at war, some Greek cities rebelled, which brought him back
South. Whereupon he captured the city of Thebes® and demohshed 1t as a
warning to other Greek cities of what would become of the k
to resist his rule.

Determined to rule the World, he invaded Per
and began a series of campaigns lasting ten years Alexander ep};?te y
defeated the Persians in bat;je, marched through Syrla G0 FI I Y
and Persia (487, TREBHES) . In the process he o ersi
king and conquered the entirety of the Persia
desire to reach the “ends of the world and ¢
India, but was eventuall
$ ) of his troops, wh
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As well as his vast conquests, Alexander is credited with the spread
of Greek culture and education in his empire. He has also been viewed as a
philosophical idealist, striving to create a unity of mankind by his so-called
fusion of the races policy, in which he attempted to integrate Persians and
Orientals into his administration and army. Thus, within a dozen years
Alexander’s empire stretched from Greece in the west to India in the far
east, and he was even worshipped as a god by many of his subjects while
still alive.

Alexander died in Babylon in 323 BC. After his death his Empire
soon dissolved. He was governed by divine ambition to conquer the world
and create a universal world monarchy ( =%/ ) . He was the first great
conqueror who reached Greece, Egypt, Asia Minor, and Asia. He is famous
for having created ethnic fusion ( R¥%®#& ) between the Macedonians
and the Persians. From many victorious battles, Alexander created empire
which had marked history as the beginning of the Hellenistic AgecD and
brought him eternal glory.
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@Questions for discussion

/

1. Why was Alexander lil of Macedon called “Alexander the
Great” ?
2 What kind of education did Atexander receive?

3. What was Alexander’ s ambition? And how did he manage
to achieve his ambition?

(Hellenistic Age: i H 38 M TLET 3235, ERLEFHIEHLAKRFEEIALIHIFF D
JEMRIEH F E MLt TRHRAXAR LT HERTERDGH L. SRR, A AL AR e R E
EEANAEWT BT, PROIAER, i BEAC B A G E AOA A A R AR A F T AL
i B o

e At g NI AP NS AN




