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The Catholic Church in
Nineteenth Century Taiwan
(1859-1895)

—its strategy and

development

Abstract

The Catholic Church in Taiwan was first introduced in
1626 by the Spanish Dominicans. Sixteen years later they
were expelled by the Dutch colonists from the south of the
Island. This religion reentered Taiwan only in 1859 when
China began to open to the Western Powers. The Holy Rosary
Province of the Spanish Dominicans(O.P.) dispatched
missionaries to Taiwan from Manila via Xiamen, Fujian. Fr. F.
Sainz, together with Fr. Angel Bofurull and several Chinese
Catholics landed in Takao and started their missionary works.
From the south the small Catholic community gradually

growed and went northward. Until 1895 when Taiwan was
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ceded to Japan, there were already several thousand
Taiwanese converts and the foundation for future growth was
laid. This essay is to examine the missionary strategy and the
development of the Church in order to further understand this

crucial period in the history of the Catholic Church in Taiwan.

Keywords: Catholic Church, Spain, Dominicans (O.P.),
Holy Rosary Province, Fernando Sainz,

Wanjin
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