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This Chinese grammar book before you will bring you a completely fresh learning

experience. By adopting certain diagrams (containing formulas, letters, symbols,
numbers, variation of the sizé and font of letters, various colors and assisting text ex-
planations) rather than texts as the main content, it outlines the structure of Chinese
grammar, interlinks the main grammatical rules and illustrates the pivots and difficul-
ties of grammar learning. This is what we call “Diagram Grammar”.

These diagrams present grammatical rules in a concise, vivid and systematical
way and, therefore, are easy to understand, memorize and look up. The parts “Expla-
nation” and “Note” corresponding to those diagrams elucidate grammar through cor-
rect and wrong examples. Thus, it enables learners to grasp both the framework and
functions ( convenient for language use ) of certain structure forms so that they could
rapidly build up a connection between form and its semantic meaning in their mind,
which is the best way for adults to learn a second language successfully.

In the field of language study, using diagrams to exhibit the structure and layers
of a language (i.e. Diagram) is an assistant method for grammar analysis adopted by
many schools throughout years. However, they are seldom used in language teaching
and learning or to show grammatical rules.

Somehow, you may discover some self-invented “grammatical formula”, “dia-
gram of grammatical relation”, “comparison table of grammatical rules”, etc. among
the sketches in students' notebooks. Although these “diagrams” may be a little shab-

by in design, primitive in expression and clumsy in drawing, they are very practical



and easy to use and can be applied to most common situations! They are concise,

clear, illustrative and hard to be forgotten.

We can say that it is a method that fosters compendious expression, rapid learn-
ing and vivid teaching. It is this method that renders the writing of this book.

The purpose of writing this book is to stimulate the interest of Chinese learners
and researchers and help those who are learning or teaching Chinese grammar. |
hope this down-to-earth wish won't be too excessive.

Finally, | want to express my special appreciation to my friends and the transla-
tors of the book—Professor Xie Yaqgin and Associate Professor Zhong Xiuping, who
build a convenient bridge between this book and foreign readers through their diligent

and excellent work.

Geng Erling
Tianjin, China
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General Characteristics of Chinese Grammar
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Characteristics are shown through comparison or contrast. To describe
grammatical characteristics of Chinese, it is necessary for us to associate it with
other languages. Compared and contrasted with different languages, the quantities
and aspects of Chinese grammatical characteristics would be different. In this
book, we will discuss some pervasive issues based on present teaching practice.



FF )

T

Word Order
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Word order plays an important grammatical role in the Chinese language.
DURMIERF, —BA XA RN .

Generally, the rules of Chinese word order are as follows:

0 EE [ B3
S P

1B I Explanation I:
A: BB, HEER, #.
The subject precedes the predicate, for example:
@ 4k I 4,
@ 7T 1| AT S,
@ FENRER,

o i o =i8
v o

WHA I  Explanation Il.
B. SNATERT, EiBTEE, BlU0.
The verb precedes the object, for example:
D &7 —»XE



O BWE  + B "
Modifier + Modified word

&

[ TE1E Attributive J

43R5 Adverbial

BRHM  Explanation lll:
C. fEiE (EESORE) 0, OEER. I,
The modifier (an attributive or adverbial) precedes the modified word, for example:
) ‘H%’Z% / ﬂ:i"i. !+ @%;‘9?5 (& + H00E  attributive + modified word)
® 19} / /;’ii]_ / »"3-%’-?5 CRiE + H.01E  adverbial + modified word)

O uz—mEEe.

The general word order of the Chinese language is:

A TR z¥ * # R 4 A,
LE%+$%+&%+£!1§+E1‘E+EEJ
Al

ttributive + Subject + Adverbial + Predicate + Attributive + Object

WRMAFRSHMEXR

The Corresponding Relationships between Parts of Speech and
Sentence Elements
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