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Editor’s Words

In the fall of 1980, Qing Dynasty Yangzhou Painting School Research Association was es-
tablished in Yangzhou City with the support from the government departments and academics
circles, and under the care from scholars and pundits across the country. This is one of the
first established academic associations in China since the reform and opening up.

In early days, the Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting Research Assaciation is a
connection and solidarity throughout the country for the organization of scholars and enthusi-
asts on studying the art history at the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou, Its associated members
cover Beijing, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Shandong, Anhui and other provinces,

In the eighties, seven series of “Yangzhou Eight Eccentrics Research Dataset” were
published. Kinds of biographies and published art collections of the Yangzhou Eight Ec-
centrics were organized and published in 1990s. In 2002, the Yangzhou Eight Eccentrics
International Conference was held and gained lots of fames. These milestones have made
the research institute famous and successfully win great amount of reputations among
the domestic and international fellowships.

The public organization registration policy has been changed since the late eighties
of last century, and the Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting Research Associa-
tion became a local academic community, However, its impacts on Chinese art history
and international influence of the engaged research and business were far beyond the lo-
cal region.

Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting Research Association could not have achieved
such excellent work in the previous three decades without the leadership of the elder generation
and the great support and selfless dedication from the backbone members.

Yangzhou School of Painting Research Association has been a poorly organized,
lack of offices, badly funded society since the foundation of thirty years. That is called
“three noes”.

Contributions and voluntary work by many members are highly appreciated. What’
$ more, many members donated money and time to the association besides the generous
contributions!

Without the generous contributions by the elder members, the glory of the Qing
Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting Research Association would be out of the ques-

tion. Neither as the fruitful and fabulous achievements and the broad social impacts on
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popular culture by the Yangzhou Eight Eccentrics in contemporary would be impossible.

Thanks to the support and understanding from seniors and friends, [ was awarded the
post of president of Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting Research Association, -

Years of work impressed me a lot with the difficulties of organizing a grass-roots
mass social assoclation, especially the so-called “three noes” academic community.

At present, China has been completely upon the track of market-oriented economy.
The slogan “all the money” has become a thinking inertia to economic benefits and indi-
vidual income, and it is conceivable that how great the reverse and difficulty are of car-
rying out the work on academic research in such social context.

Nonetheless, there are still a group of young scholars with a firm tenacity of “Insist
not relax Castle Peak”, actively and enthusiastically participating in the research, which
makes me very honored and pleased. I would like to empress my great respect and sin-
cere thanks for the involved authors.

Certainly, we should offer our sincere respect to those domestic and foreign pionee-
ring predecessors.

On the occasion the 30" anniversary of Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting
Research Association, the book “The Overview of the Research on Yangzhou Eight Ec-
centrics: Published Collection In Memorial of the 30™ anniversary of Qing Dynasty Yan-
gzhou School of Painting Research Association” is published,

We would like to show our blessings and praises to our elder members participating
in the research on Qing Dynasty Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou School of Painting.

We hope that work can be summed up from the highly academic view and an overall
overview can be given by researching and summing up the achievements by elder experts
and scholars on Qing Dynasty Yangzhou School of Painting.

Due to different levels and experiences of the authors, the overall style of the book
is relatively uniform. There are still various differences of the literature and cognitive
style and intellectual depths. It is expected that academic colleagues shall improve and
grow up a lot in the future. Here, the selected articles are kept originally as they were
written with full respect.

We would like to give our deep thanks and respect to the new and old members for
their support and assistance and Mr. Liu Qingchu from Southeast University Press for
his dedication and support and valuable comments and recommendations. We also would
like to express our gratitude to the President of Hanjiang Construction Corporation, the
vice-president of Yangzhou Scholar Association Mr., Fan Shihong for his generous spon-
sorship to ensure that the book will be published. We deeply appreciate all the valuable

support and understanding in such impetuous time,

Midsummer 2010, Slender West Lake.
English translating: He Tianhao
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