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Abstract

Dated back to the Zhou Dynasty, the tradition of
compiling fangzhi, or gazetteers, either vernacular or
national, had been passed down to every dynasty in the
Chinese history. Made upon imperial orders, the national
compilations were named as Zongzhi (Comprehensive
Gazetteer), or Yitongzhi (Integrative Gazetteer), Quyu
Tuzhi (Illustrated Gazetteer of the Empire), Junxian



Tuzhi (Illustrated Gazetteer of Shires and Counties) and
etc. Meanwhile, the (illustrated) gazetteers of provinces,
prefectures, sub-prefectures and counties were compiled by
local elites and were handed in to the central government,
where they were used for administrative purposes, but also
for production of national gazetteers. Chaozhou, being
within the sovereignty of China, had been releasing its
own (illustrated) gazetteers through dynasties. However,
the exact number of such works remains unknown to
the academia, as many were lost due to warfare or other
historical reasons. This study therefore aims to give a
preliminary investigation over the question, exploring
through the great encyclopedia Yongle Dadian and other
collected sources. The findings include: one gazetteer from
the Sui Dynasty, two from the Tang, five from the Northern
Song, and twelve from the Southern Song. The related
history of the twenty gazetteers is also sorted and elucidated.
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