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INTRODUCTION

History Repeats Itself has attracted attention because it disregards the traditional
view of the Book of Changes as a book of divination, and instead has opened it to new
interpretations. The aim of this book is to marry the thoughts of the modern reader and
that of the three thousand year old Book of Changes.

In the Northern Song dynasty (960 —1127CE) in China there was a scholar called
Gongchen Wang. © According to the Song Shi®, Wang was discussing with the Emperor
Renzong ®which books were the most important and said that it was the Six Classics. ®
So what are the Six Classics? They are namely: the Book of Changes, the Classic of
Poetry, the Classic of History, the Classic of Music, the Record of Rites, and the
Spring and Autumn Annals. These six works have been widely acknowledged as the
most important Chinese works before the establishment of the first feudal dynasty——
the Qin (221 — 206 BCE). The Book of Changes is recognised as the first of the Six
Classics and the most important. It can be said that the Book of Changes is the fountain
of the Chinese civilisation. On a global scale, since the Chinese civilisation is the oldest
written civilisation and the most varied in existence, therefore the importance of the Book
of Changes cannot be overstated.

Although so important, few have read the Book of Changes in its entirety, Chinese
as well as foreigners. Even fewer are those who have read it and understood it.
According to the Jin Shu®, in the Western Jin dynasty (265—316 CE) it was extremely

rare to find someone who understood the Book of Changes. Because the text is so

Wang was the zhuangyuan, the scholar who had come top in the imperial examinations.
{55 Y(The History of Northern Song d;‘maxty {960—1127 CE))
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{ HY(The History of Western Jin dynasty (265—316 CE))
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