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- PR Marriage has always been one of the
[ 0rewey

The huge variety of matrimonial customs represent the idiosyncra-

most intimate aspects of the human fife.

sies of different living environments and cultural traditions. Through
the different cultures and related customs about marriage. we can
not only have a good grasp of the development of human history,
but also attain a good understanding of the different living styles at
different times, in different places and of different people.

With traditional Chinese matrimonial customs as the topic, this
bock will present you a panorama of the origin and development of
historically practiced institutions of the Chinese marriage, especially
the formal wedding procedures in ancient China. The primary pur-
pose of this book is to offer an amiable picture, rather than an ab-
struse academic study, of traditionat Chinese matrimonial customs.
To make it more appealing to the readers, this book draws on the
studies of related authorities and uses a lot of allusions, myths,
folktales and ballads to demonstrate and explain the colorful matri-
monial practices. In addition, this book will is richly illustrated with
interesting folk art to enhance your understanding.

Sincere gratitude is extended to Jin Liangnian, Zhong Fulan,
Chen Jiang. Hu Yihua, Yang Wenlong, Zhang Jianxin, Xu Minghua,
Shi Yilong, Guo Yongsheng, Zhang Debao. Pang Xianjian and those
unknown authors of the related materials. The publication of the
Chinese version of this book owes much to the generous help of
the Shanghai Ancient Books Press, which has published no less
than 10 books of mine and has been a great support to my writing.
{ am very grateful for all their support.

Wanyan Shaoyuan
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Chapter One: From Sibling Marriage
to Formal Etiquettes
I. Marriage in the Prehistoric Times
[I. Love and Marriage
[1l. Punalua: Romance in the Wilderness
V. Pairing Marriage
V. Historical Trends of Pairing Marriage

Chapter Two: A Match Made by the
Will of Heaven

I. Parent's Authority

il. Secret Love

il. Matchmakers

Chapter Three: Engagement
{. Comparing Vital Information of a
Prospective Couple
fI. Confirming the Engagement
lll. Choosing an Auspicious Day for the Wedding

Chapter Four: Wedding Preparations
|. Preparation of the Bridal Chamber
II. Urging the Bride and Sending the Dowry
I1l. The Bride's Departure from Home

Chapter Five: Wedding Celebrations
I. The Bridal Sedan Chair
I1. A Fine Match

[Il. The Couple's First Meeting in the Bridal Chamber
IV. Merrymaking in the First Three Days after the

Wedding
V. Meeting the Parents-in-law
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