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The Cohesion and
Magnification of the Culture in
Suzhou

Qu Changlin

A unique language and a
piece of classical picture are
required for the spread and
cohesion of the dreamlike
Suzhou.

Fortunately, through the
arduous efforts of the staffs in
Suzhou Broadcasting System,
we finalized the creation of A
Series of Five Programs of
Cultural Art “ Water of
Suzhou” . The graceful picture,
vivid and enjoyable style,
dialectical flavor, and philo-
sophical comments are all
imbued with the benefits
bestowed by the water,
reflecting the human spirit by
developing the- useful and
discarding the useless. It's
obvious that the elaborate

" works shall never be created

without the root of the massive
culture tradition.

Why is “ Water of Suzhou”
well received by the audi-
ences and praised by the
experts? It's a fine art treasure
full of charms, capable of
highly summarizing the pith of
Wu culture, it's elegant, but not
obsequious. The controversy
over the elegant and vulgar
culture all through the ages
had yielded the different
interpretation, however, one
point is in harmony, namely,
the works, which give persons
moving and pleasant sense,
can be ranked as the good
ones. As Mryw Zhong
Chengxiang, the famous
movie and television reviewer,
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vice chairman of China
Culture and Literature
Association remarked,
“ Water of Suzhou” may be
renowned as an important
and influential work in the
development of China's TV
culture history. This program is
best represented by it's fairly
deep and broad historical
connotation, generous
cultural implication, elegant
aesthetic pattern, and when it
enters the vision of the audi-
ences, reflecting the appre-
ciative sense on them, a
profound but not superficial,
steady but not impetuous,
humorous but not foxy, healthy
but not vulgar, the cultural
psychology and appreciative
habit featured by the group
activities certainly will be
nurtured and brought up.
Through the portraiture on the
thousand years' history of
Suzhou, “ Water of Suzhou”
clarified the cultural personal-
ity and the aesthetic taste
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without surging stance,
however, in the dim
waterlanes, across the setting
sun, the story of Suzhou is so
misted and blurred, the history
of Suzhou actually is the
history of water. In the endless
flow of the long history, any
civilization will decline, but its
classic connotatfion will be
remained perpetual. | think,
maybe the once transparent
and crystal water will exist in
any way in the future, however,
the Wu culture derived from
water which once fundamen-
tally influenced Chinese
history, is still giving impact on
the Suzhou' s people genera-
tion after generation, that's
enough. From this sense, only
through lofty methods arous-
ing the pleasant sensation
resonated by the vast number
of the audiences, awaking the
spirit of them and delighting
the social life of them could
we reach the ftrue cultural
aesthetics, will represent the
direction of the advanced
culture, represent the
advanced idea of mass and
the height of appreciation
demand.

Actually, TV programmers in
Suzhou are luckier than those
in other regions as this beauti-
ful city boasts that the long-
standing cultural fradition
penetrats to various levels of
the modern life. Due to the
process toward modernization
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and acceleration of the
globalization, the cultural
boundaries between regions
and countries are more and
more vague. However, there
exists the vast disparity
between Suzhou and other
areas, between China and the
western world in terms of the
great cultural tradition which
not only means the alienation
of foreign culture could hardly
substitute the assimilation of
the local culture, but also
means the Chinese TV pro-
grams, the Suzhou TV pro-
grams which inherit and carry
forward the traditional edge of
Wu culture possess the
unsubstituted cultural identifi-
cation by the western TV or
movies in China, Asia and the
world as a whole. So if the TV
programmer in Suzhou could
creatively use the traditional
cultural edge, which includes
the sources not only in themes,
but also the sources in values
and taste judgments, the
program produced by Suzhou
will find its position and broad
prospect in China's, even
Asian and the world TV market.
We are glad to see that in
recent years, Suzhou
Broadcasting System succes-
sively produces “ Water of
Suzhou” , “ A Series of Six
Records on the Gardens of
Suzhou” and “ Heaven of
Water” , which possess the
dense charm in Yangtze River
Delta and cultural profundity.
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Quest for water

Zhan Gang: producer of
“ Water of Suzhou” and
-“Heaven of Water”

After we had brought the
medals from the capital
Beijing, we are mostly often
asked the same question, why
rolls of films are all concen-
trated on the theme of water?
Thinking about this, we may
find it's quite the truth, “Water
of Suzhou” “ Heaven of
Water” , “ Kungqu Opera
imbued with the flowing
water” , and even “ Jiang
Nan” , is also the symbol of
water, is it by coincidence or
by deliberation? It goes
without saying that there are a
variety of sources for Suzhou to
choose as the content for the
cultural program, however,
why we the directors prefer
the flowing water that can be
sensed, but not explained in
words?

The most knotty problem was
since we had filmed the
Suzhou's gardens with “ Six
Ref:ords on $Suzhoeus
Gardens” , what should we
take as the theme of the
program then?
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Involved in the bewilderment,
we called on Mr. Lu Wenfu, the
great scholar who brought out
the theme for “Six Records on
the Gardens of Suzhou” . It's a
surprising thing that after
several go-around, Mr. Lu
leisurely said, how about the
water? Given the directions,
we were suddenly enlightened,
especially admiring the
literary brightness of the great
master.

After the deep consideration,
we have a clear conscience
that there is nothing properer
than water to animate the
heaven featured by these
historical and cultural charac-
teristics?

Thanks to the nourishment of
this swift and fierce but
tranquil and natural water, the
orientally inundated
watertown is abundant in its
products, cozy in its lifestyle
and agreeable in its people's
personality; thanks to the
soakage of this unceasing
and weather-stricken historical
water, the ancient city of over
2,500 years remaining its
original location unchanged,
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the

and
elegant gardens, the melodi-

We will not

which was well-nigh estab-
lished in the spring and
in Ming and Qing Dynasty,
declining in the Republic of
Chine. (19 172-1949),

to the bearing with cultural
details inside water. The Wu
culture is convinced and

marveled by the world in

modern times.
mention the femme com-

posed of water, only a glimpse
at the crisscrossing poetic
watering lanes will made you

ous art of Ping Tan, nor will we
intoxicated by it.

autumn period, rising in Tang
and Song Dynasty, prospering
revitalizing in our tfime; thanks
mention the delicate articles
of arts and crafts, the lingering

Wu-district dialect,
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Yes, the water is the soul of
Suzhou, the dream of para-
dise, without water the city will
dry up, and the culture ~of
Suzhou will be withered if
water deprived.

There is no room for me to shirk
the responsibility. As a person
engaged in TV undertakings,
I'd like to use TV, the so called
most direct, vivid mass media
with the most popular image
to exhibit the deepest details
of Wu culture and by doing so,
we notify the earthling, what
the Wu culture is, just it is.
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FOREWORD

Chinese characters are
pictographic. The character
Su, as in Suzhou, consists of
two components, meaning
fish and rice respectively. True
to its name, the city of Suzhou
is indeed a land of fish and
rice, a land of prosperity. But
neither fish nor rice can grow
without water. Therefore,
Suzhou is also known as a City
of Water. Living by the water-
side is an exhortation passed
down from the ancestors.
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