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Myself

I am a tragic figure. Deep inside, I have a terrible
vice. I have fallen victim to alcohol. This has
caused me to be cruel to my wife and to animals.
Once I was very gentle with all living creatures.
But the curse of alcohol has turned me into a
monster. Because of my cruelty, I brought a curse upon me and my
wife.
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U0 My Wife &b

How can I describe my wife without the slightest bit of

shame and remorse? She was also a gentle creature

who loved animals. She loved me once, before I
became a drunken monster. Perhaps she still

did, up until her horrible end. I wish she had

found peace at last.
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Pluto, the Cat BAai A+t

Pluto was the greatest of all the pets I had in my life.
He was the largest cat I've ever seen, with a shiny
coat of black fur. In addition, he was very intelligent

and even seemed to understand what my wife and I

said to each other! He loved me, and I loved him, at
first. But again, the terrible curse of alcoholism made me mistreat this
animal so terribly that in the end, he would run in terror at the sight of
me.
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The Second Black Cat
o MU

This creature is more of a monster than a cat. He
resembled Pluto very much, except for a patch of
white fur on his chest. At first, I was glad to meet him,

because I wanted to have a pet again. But this creature

‘would not seem to leave me alone. In fact, he seemed to want to be near
me, in order to torture me with the memory of Pluto.
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CHAPTERM]

A Descent into Cruelly

AH RIS AT

] do not expect the reader to believe the tale which
follows. It would be most unreasonable for me to ask
anyone to believe what my own senses reject. Let me
assure you that I am not crazy. Nor am I dreaming.
But tomorrow I die and today I would lighten my soul.

The events in this story may start off as
commonplace, normal household events. But their
results over the past few days have terrified me and
tortured my very soul. I cannot explain these events.
Perhaps someday a wiser person than I am will find a
reasonable, practical and perfectly natural
explanation.

But before I begin this tale of terror, I feel it is
necessary to give some background of who I am and

how these events came to be.

KEY WORDS

unreasonable adj. AHIEIEAY  commonplace adj. FEHY
reject v. BLEEZ terrify v. £

assure V. [a]---{RiE torture v. #TEE

lighten v. E#%
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Ever since I was a small child, those around me
remarked that I had a calm and compassionate per-
sonality. My kindness was especially directed toward
animals. I spent most of my time feeding and playing

with animals. These were the happiest moments of

my life.

KEY WORDS

Ciremark v. iEAf [ personality n. 4N
compassionate adj. BRI [feed v. 1E3%



For me, this was not a mere childhood pastime that
would fade away with adulthood. As a young man,
my pets continued to be one of my greatest sources of
happiness. I need not explain this feeling to anyone
who has loved a pet dog.

At an early age, I married a pretty young woman
who had a similar personality as me. She also liked
animals, and in no time we had a variety of pets in

our house. There were birds, gold fish, rabbits, a

small monkey, a fine dog, and a cat.

KEY WORDS

mere adj. {X{X89 “ladulthood n. AL
pastime n. JH& “linnotime &Lt
fade away SHZk Clvariety n. LWL



The cat deserves special description
here because it was an extraordinary
feline. It was a large and beautiful
animal, entirely covered in shiny,
thick black fur. The most remarkable

thing, however, was its intelligence.

This cat appeared to be very wise and
seemed to understand everything my wife
and I did, and everything we said.

In fact, my wife sometimes said that the cat was
actually a witch in disguise. Of course, it was just an
old-fashioned superstition that witches sometimes
changed into black cats. My wife was not being serious.
The only reason I mention it here is because it was

one of the things I remembered about the cat.

deserve v. H1S witch n. %Ak

feline n. JARIEN1Y) in disguise 4% (Y

fur n. PN ER old-fashioned adj. E=HY
remarkable adj. ~E3F & superstition n. *¥{3

intelligence n. &1



His name was Pluto, and he was my favorite pet. I

was the only one who fed him, and he always followed
me around the house. When I went outside, it was
difficult to prevent Pluto from following me onto the
streets, where he would be in danger.

We — my wife and our many pets — lived in peace
and happiness for several years. Our situation changed

because I fell into a bad habit.



I don’t need to explain how I began to drink or why
at this time. It does not matter. It’s enough to say
that slowly over the course of several months, I
became an alcoholic. This, of course, greatly changed
my personality. 1 slowly became more moody and
more inconsiderate of the feelings of others. I started

to call my wife ugly names. To my great shame and

regret, | even began to hit her.

KEY WORDS
1 alcoholic n. SBER “Icall sb names & A

moody adj. ERLTEN “Ishame n. 1%
linconsiderate adj. RENERIAR regret n. [G1IR

It was difficult to prevent Pluto from following me onto the
streets... R EEFERER L
prevent / stop+ sb/sth +from +-ing: BHIER A / £ R E

e.g. The heavy traffic prevented me from being here in time.
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My pets, of course, also suffered during this time.

Not only did I neglect them, I also began to physically
abuse them. The poor things did not understand the
change in me. They would come up to me for affec-
tion and I would kick them or push them away.

Only Pluto escaped this mistreatment at the begin-
ning of my alcoholism. 1 still loved him enough to
stop myself from hurting him. This, however, came to

a horrible end one terrible evening.

KEY WORDS

suffer v. & | affection n. &
neglect v. ZR& mistreatment n. EfF
physically adv. Sk L alcoholism n. BXE

abuse v. [Ef%



