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Preface

Since ancient times, China has been world—famous for its elaborate silk fabrics. They were
sold to the West via the Silk Road in the Western Han Dynasty. The ancient Greeks and Ro-
mans honored China as the land of seres (Greek for silk). Legend has it that Julius Caesar liked
wearing “silk robes”. In a sense, silk civilization is a major contribution to the human race. Of
all Chinese silk fabrics, Nanjing brocade represents the topmost craftsmanship.

Nanjing brocade started in the Six Dynasties, with a history of over 1,500 years. It is the
product of the merge of silk technology of northern and that of southern nationalities. It is so
named for its gorgeous cloud-like colors. It is one of the three brocades of China, the other two
being age—long Shu brocade of Chengdu and Song brocade of Suzhou that started in the Song
Dynasty. The Shu and Song brocades are now footnotes in history after their vicissitudes. Proud-
ly, only Nanjing brocade has survived the numerous generations for its great vigor. Its manufac-
turing technology is a living fossil that has remained from the history of silk weaving. In June,
2002, the hand-weaving Zhuanghua technology with the big platform jacquard loom was one of
the five candidates for Oral and Non-material Cultural Heritage of Humankind.

First, the precious photographs of this book unveil Nanjing brocade in its origins, develop-
ment, zenith and fall. Second, photographs of its four types, palace satin brocade, palace
goldthread brocade, gold/silver-woven brocade and Zhuanghua brocade reveal the superb crafts-

manship of Nanjing brocade technology. The third section of the book is a restatement of the

luxury and grandeur of Nanjing brocade with its patterns of a profound message the dragon,
the phoenix, the fish, the lotus, the pomegranate, and so forth. Lastly, the photographs of this
book reveal the bright future.

This record of Nanjing brocade will suit both refined and popular tastes at home and

abroad.
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Origins and Evolution

The earliest silk fabrics of China were found in
the Liangzhu Culture ruins of the south, which
flourished about 4,000 years ago. In the Warring
States period (475 BC-221 BC), colorful brocade
was produced in South China. In the Han Dynasties
(206BC—220AD), the silk industry was well devel-
oped in the Central Plains. Besides meeting domes-
tic demands, silk fabrics were also sold to Greece
ana Rome via the Silk Road. Meanwhile, the silk
industry of the south was underdeveloped, except
for the outshining brocade in the Sichuan area.

The advent of Nanjing brocade came in 417AD,
the thirteenth year of the Yixi reign of Emperor An-
di of the Eastern Jin Dynasty. In that year, when
Liu Yu, an Eastern Jin minister, went on a sup-
pression trip to the Central plains, he annihilated
the Later Qin, and brought brocade artisans from
Chang’an the capital to Jiankang (now Nanjing).
He had a brocade bureau established near the
Qinhuai River, to specialize in brocade manufactur—
ing. Douchang Brocade Bureau became the first
official brocade institution in the history of Nanjing,
and marked the beginning of the city’s brocade

industry going on stage.




After the fall of the Six Dynasties (229AD-589AD), Nanjing brocade industry came to a standstill for more than 600
years. In the Yuan Dynasty(1271AD-1368AD), the Mongolian nobility adored silk fabrics of the south. The brocade industry
revived ever since.

In the Ming Dynasty (1368AD-1644AD), the silk industry of the time was centered on Nanjing, Suzhou and
Hangzhou, which boasted its products of the first rate. The regime established the Weaving and Dyeing Bureau of the
Interior (aka South Bureau), the Magic Silk Mill and the Silk Supply Workshops, to manufacture Nanjing brocade.
Brocade weaving technology in the Ming Dynasty was mature. Indeed, it almost came to perfection. The big platform
jacquard looms were employed to produce garments, robes, or household sheets and coverings for imperial and noble
use. Gold woven technology was favorite with the rulers of the Liao, Jin, Xixia and Yuan dynasties and traditional
color woven technology of the Central Plains were well combined, and the Zhuanghua technique was created, leading
to a mixture of grand beauty of the north and graceful beauty of the south. Tts luxury and richness was unparalleled in
all brocades.

In the Qing Dynasty (1644AD-1911AD), three weaving bureaus were established in Jiangning (now Nanjing),
Suzhou and Hangzhou, to specialize in brocade manufacturing. However, they worked for different purposes: Brocade
form Jiangning was for the imperial family, thus more important than Suzhou and Hangzhou. In fact, the silk industry
with its core of brocade became a backbone of the city’s economy. Nanjing Brocade was not only reserved for court
and official use but was sold overseas, Mongolia, Xinjiang, Qinghai, Gansu and Tibet, earning a high reputation in its
exports. With the sound basis of the Yuan and Ming dynasties, Nanjing Brocade developed great variety, grand—beauty
patterns, standard structure, rich color—matching, brilliant colors and good-luck messages, representing the greatest
achievement of Chinese brocade weaving technology.

With the founding of the Republic of China (1912AD-1949AD), brocade naturally lost its major customers.
Because of the influx of quality and inexpensive western wool fabrics and serge, along with political unrest and poor
marketing, the once—prosperous brocade industry grew desolate. On April 23, 1949, right before Nanjing was liberated,
there were only about 150 looms. The only manufacturer was Zhongxingyuan Silk Weavers, with only four looms doing
their jobs. Nanjing Brocade manufacturing came to its nadir. Fortunately, the technology of the big platform jacquard

looms had already struck root in the city.
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(Warring States)

Painted female figurine wearing brocade—trimmed
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and tiled —front clothing, with the embroidered
cloud pattern.

Excavated at the Chu Tombs, Yangtian Lake,

Changsha, Hunan Province.
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(Eastern Han Dynasty)
“Eternal Luck” brocade robe.

Excavated at the Eastern Han Dynasty Tombs,

Minfeng Niya, Xinjiang.
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(Northern Dynasties — Sui Dynasty )

Checked brocade with the animal pattern.

Vertical 18c¢m X horizontal 13.5¢m.

Excavated at the Asitana North No. 99 Tomb,

Turpan, Xinjiang, 1968.
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(Tang Dynasty)

Rosette brocade shoes.

Length 29.7cm x Width 8.8cm.
Excavated at the Asitana North No. 381

Tomb, Turpan, Xinjiang, 1968.




