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1 The Story of the Don Valley Partridge

Ermest Thompson Seton

WILEF G B =R

Cé Ernest Thompson Seton
BRARTHE - iBE 7 - T

DOWN THE wooded slope of Taylor’s Hill the Mother Partridge led her brood; down
toward the crystal brook that by some strange whim® was called Mud Creek. Her little ones
were one day old but already quick on foot, and she was taking them for the first time to drink.

She walked slowly, crouching low as she went, for the woods were full of enemies.
She was uttering a soft little cluck® in her throat, a call to the little balls of mottled® down
that on their tiny pink legs came toddling* after, and peeping softly and plaintively if left
even a few inches behind, and seeming so fragile they made the very chickadees® look big
and coarse. There were twelve of them, but Mother Grouse® watched them all, and she
watched every bush and tree and thicket, and the whole woods and the sky itself. Always
for enemies she seemed seeking—friends were too scarce to be looked for—and an enemy
she found. Away across the level beaver’ meadow was a great brute of a fox, He was
coming their way, and in a few moments would surely wind them or strike their trail. There
was no time to lose.

“Krrr! Krrr!” (Hide!! Hide!) cried the mother in a low firm voice, and the little bits of
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Unselfish Mother Love
PRT 1 gmpoee

things, scarcely bigger than acorns and but a day old, scattered far (a few inches) apart to hide.
One dived under a leaf, another between two roots, a third crawled into a curl of birch® bark, a
fourth into a hole, and so on, till all were hidden but one who could find no cover, so squatted
on a broad yellow chip’ and lay very flat, and closed his eyes very tight, sure that now he was
safe from being seen. They ceased their frightened peeping and all was still.

Mother Partridge flew straight toward the dreaded beast, alighted™ fearlessly a few
yards to one side of him, and then flung herself on the ground, flopping" as though winged
and lame—oh, so dreadfully lame—and whining" like a distressed puppy. Was she begging
for mercy-——mercy from a bloodthirsty, cruel fox? Oh, dear no! She was no fool. One often
hears of the cunning of the fox. Wait and see what a fool he is compared with a mother-
partridge. Elated™ at the prize so suddenly within his reach, the fox turned with a dash
and caught—at least, no, he didn’t quite catch the bird; she flopped by chance just a foot
out of reach. He followed with another jump and would have seized her this time surely,
but somehow a sapling'* came just between, and the partridge dragged hetself awkwardly
away and under a log, but the great brute snapped his jaws and hounded over the log, while

she, seeming a trifle’® less lame, made another clumsy forward spring and tumbled down a

whim n. —8re83%48, RAGE K, REAHA, FAXA
cluck n. (#38) g
mottled adj. 22 &6, BB
toddle vi. 5% A7 %
chickadee n. .1, £ %
grouse n. A% Ak i
beaver n. 12
birch n. #4¢, # K
chipn. BHR, Bx, A v B, 1, BIRARE; ##%E,; Lvi I TEAR
. alight vi. &%
Mlopvi. (K, Rig g MKMW, ) $HRET
. whine vi. 25 vt. Xiff, & n X5, £%F, RiF
. elated adj. X FHRANYy, FEFEF
. sapling n. 44, W
. atrifle A L, A
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bank, and Reynard'®, keenly following, almost caught her tail, but, oddly enough, fast as
he went and leaped, she still seemed Just a trifle faster. It was most extraordinary. A winged
partridge and he, Reynard , the Swift-foot, had not caught her in five minutes’ racing. It
was really shameful. But the partridge seemed to gain strength as the fox put forth his, and
after a quarter of a mile race, racing that was somehow all away from Taylor’s Hill, the bird
got unaccountably’’ quite well, and, rising with a derisive® whirr®®, flew off through the
woods leaving the fox utterly durnfounded to realize that he had been made a fool of, and,
worst of all, he now remembered that this was not the first time he had been served this very
trick, though he never knew the reason for it.

Meanwhile Mother Partridge skimmed® in a great circle and came by a roundabout
way back to the little fuzz-balls she had left hidden in the woods.

With a wild bird’s keen memory for places, she went to the very grass-blade she last
trod on, and stood for a moment fondly to admire the perfect stillness of her children. Even
at her step not one had stirred, and the little fellow on the chip, not so very badly concealed
afier all, had not budged, nor did he now; he only closed his eyes a tiny little bit harder, till
the mother said:

“K-reet!” (Come, children) and instantly like a fairy story, every hole gave up its little
baby-partridge, and the wee” fellow on the chip, the biggest of them all really, opened
his big-little eyes and ran to the shelter of her broad tail, with a sweet little “peep peep”
which an enemy could not have heard three feet away, but which his mother could not have
missed thrice as far, and all the other thimblefuls® of down joined in, and no doubt thought

themselves dreadfully noisy, and were proportionately” happy.

[ ] =

16. Reynard n. ( REICF P49 ) AL, [reynard | #h12

17. unaccountably adv. R =T ##3., FiLidBA, AFiE

18. derisive adj. ¥ £ &), 15545

19. whirr n. fef &

20. skim vz #t3 v & vi dRiE, BEaE; ik, Y

21. weead]. I &y, @y, BP0 —EE, —2IL; HOHEHE
22, thimbleful n. (FH3¥¢5) V&, — s )L

23. proportionately adv. A8k, A pL] i,
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The sun was hot now. There was an open space to cross on the road to the water, and,
after a careful lookout for enemies, the mother gathered the little things under the shadow
of her spread fantail”* and kept off all danger of sunstroke until they reached the brier®
thicket by the stream.

Here a cottontail” rabbit leaped out and gave them a great scare. But the flag of truce®’
he carried behind was enough. He was an old friend; and among other things the little ones
learned that day that Bunny™ always sails under a flag of truce, and Lives up to? it too.

And then came the drink, the purest of living water, though silly men had called it
Mud Creek.

At first the little fellows didn’t know how to drink, but they copied their mother, and
soon learned to drink like her and give thanks after every sip. There they stood in a row
along the edge, twelve little brown and golden balls on twenty-four little pink-toed, in-
turned feet, with twelve sweet little golden heads gravely bowing, drinking and giving
thanks like their mother.

Then she led them by short stages, keeping the cover, to the far side of the beaver-
meadow, where was a great grassy dome® . The mother had made a note of*' this dome
some time before. It takes a number of such domes to raise a brood of partridges. For this
was an ant’s nest. The old one stepped on top, looked about a moment, then gave half
a dozen vigorous rakes with her claws. The friable® ant-hill was broken open, and the

carthen galleries® scattered in ruins down the slope. The ants swarmed out and quarreled

® >

24. fantailn. HIKE; BEL

25. brier n. #)#k; HFEH#

26. cottontail n. AR ( —# = FILEMBF L)

27. truce n. 4R 8%, $E (W) ; 4abg (#9BRL)

28. bunny n. %%

29. liveup to A B Fdzk; REH; T47; BT

30. domen MEW; BE; T&; £

31. make a note of 3&.------ e F R

32. friable adj. BA#1, HA4

33. gallery n. A Bk, Fad; £ARAMAEME], &/&; (Kmb) ZH#E; (L& ¥F
) FHA; BRARENGLAL; o (Tl )il FE,; A; Rd
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with each other for lack of a better plan. Some ran around the hill with vast energy and little
purpose, while a few of the more sensible began to carry away fat white eggs. But the old
partridge, coming to the little ones, picked up one of these juicy-looking bags and clucked
and dropped it, and picked it up again and again and clucked, then swallowed it. The young
ones stood around, then one little yellow fellow, the one that sat on the chip, picked up an
ant-egg, dropped it a few times, then yielding to a sudden impulse, swallowed it, and so had
learned to eat. Within twenty minutes even the runt had learned, and a merry time they had
scrambling after the delicious eggs as their mother broke open more ant-galleties, and sent
them and their contents rolling down the bank, till every little partridge had so crammed his
little crop™ that he was positively misshapen and could eat no more.

Then all went cautiously up the stream, and on a sandy bank, well screened by
brambles™ , they lay for all that afternoon, and learned how pleasant it was to feel the cool
powdery dust running between their hot little toes. With their strong bent for copying, they
lay on their sides like their mother and scratched with their tiny feet and flopped with their
wings, though they had no wings to flop with, only a little tag among the down on each
side, to show where the wings would come. That night she took them to a dry thicket near
by, and there among the crisp, dead leaves that would prevent an enemy’s silent approach
on foot, and under the interlacing briers that kept off all foes of the air, she cradled them
in their feather-shingled” nursery and rejoiced in the fulness® of a mother’s joy over the
wee cuddling® things that peeped in their sleep and snuggled® so trustfully against her

warm body.

34. crop n. ERR, RAMM; KK, FE; —#, KEF; (L) &, (£%6) F
], (HFE) |/,

35. bramble n. #|#

36. interlacing n. §%47, @47

37. shinglev ¥ %

38. fulnessn. A%, £3

39. cuddle vr. & vi. #448., FI6 vi 1R BHE n H¥; Ak

40. snuggle vr. & vi. 1XR; 47i£ 694K ; M
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2 The Mother Teal and the Overland Route
KB HG A bk i Tid

cé Ernest Thompson Seton
BRI ETE « B FE - B

1 .

A green-winged Teal' had made her nest in the sedge’ by one of the grass-edged pools
that fleck® the sunny slope of the Riding Mountain. The passing half-breed’, driving his
creaking’ ox-wagon, saw only a pond with the usual fringe of coarse grass, beyond which
was a belt of willow serub® and an old poplar-tree. But the little Teal in the rushes’, and
her neighbors, the Flickers®, on the near-by poplar, saw in the nestling pool a kingdom,
a perfect paradise, for this was home. Now was the ripeness of the love-moon, with the
mother-moon at hand in its fulness’ of promise. Indeed, the little Flickers had almost
chipped" their glassy shells, and the eggs, the ten treasures of the Teal, had lost the look
of mere interesting things, and were putting on, each, an air of sleeping personality, warm,
sentient”, pulsatory'? | and almost vocal.

The little Teal had lost her mate early in the season. At least, he had disappeared, and
as the land abounded in deadly foes, it was fair to suppose him dead. But her attention was
fully taken up with her nest and her brood.

10 | ESiE - BHRR
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All through the latter part of June she tended™ them carefully, leaving but a little while
each day to seek food, and then covering them carefully with a dummy" foster-mother's
that she had made of down from her own breast.

One morning, as she flew away, leaving the dummy in charge, she heard an ominous'®
erackling"’ in the thick willows near at hand, but she wisely went on. When she returned,
her neighbor, the Flicker, was still uttering a note of alarm, and down by her own nest were
the fresh tracks of a man. The dummy mother had been disturbed, but, strange to tell, the
eggs were all there and unharmed.

The enemy, though so near, had been baffied™ after all. As the days went by, and the
grand finish of her task drew near, the little Green—wing felt the mother-love growing in her
heart to be ready for the ten little prisoners that her devotion was to set free. They were no
longer mere eggs, she felt, and sometimes she would talk to them in low raucous’ tones,

and they would seem to answer from within in whispered “peepings,” or perhaps in sounds

) >
teal n. KT
sedge n.<fi>F ¥
fleck 7. 5.6, 5 v 4B BE 5
half-breed n<£>RAa )L ( LI LMP B EAL G AR AL )
creak vi. (1) "+ 4
scrub n. 484, #HARKR
rush n. dro ¥
flicker n. ( Kt ) WMk, #&%; #3h; ZRAR (&) 352
fulnessn. 3%, £%

.chipn BE; o v &vi (1) igap

. sentient adj. sL B e R AL Fhy

. pulsatory = pulsant adj. sk 3144, Hzhed

. tendvr. B, WE, 494%

. dummy n. 458|565 B A%

. foster-mother 7. R F X, F4E

. ominous adj. R &4y, FRi¥ey

. erackle vi X M RE E, Ky

. baffle vz. 4% B, 4% 45

. raucous gdj. F E 45, el sy
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