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OF
SNOW
MOUNTAIN

A Novel
of
the
Martial Arts

by Chin Yung
translated by Robin Wu

For those who are not familiar with
the term ‘“the world of the martial
arts,” it is a world peopled by men
and women skilled in offensive and
defensive combat. Different styles of
fighting  distinguish  the different
schools in the martial world, Some
may specialize in sword-fighting, others
may concentrate on whips or darts, or
any other paraphernalia that has the
potentiality of inflicting mortal death.
Within each school, a fraternity of
members (men and women are equals
in this world) develops, bound together
by loyalty. Terms such as ‘“martial
brother "' or “‘martial uncle " do not
denote family ties. Rather, they denote
respect for skill. _Robin W
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Whisk! An arrow flies from behind a
mountain in the east. The shrill sound
of the arrow testifies to the strength of
the shooter’s wrist. The arrow pierces
the neck of a swallow in flight and
sends it tumbling from the sky to the
snow-covered ground below.

From the west, four horsemen
ride across the snow. They stop at the
sound of the arrow. Marveling at such
a feat, they wait to see who the
shooter is; but nobody emerges from
behind the mountain. One of the four
horsemen, a tall, lean and elderly man,
sensing the shooter has gone the
opposite way, rides forward to check.

The other three follow. When they
come to .the other side of the
mountain, they can only faintly see
five horsemen a mile away.
“Something is suspicious here,” says
the elderly man.

Another elderly man, Yin Chi, nods
in agreement. He goes over to where
the bird has fallen and picks it up with
his whip. He examines the arrow and
lets out a cry. The other three quickly
join him to take a look at the arrow.
“They are here,” the first elderly man,
Yuan Shihchung,says, “Let’s go after
them!”

Yuan Shih-chung, nicknamed the
“Seven-Star Hand,” is 2 member of the
North Faction of the Heaven-Dragon
School. The other two, younger
horsemen, also belong to this faction.
One is its head protector, Tsao
Yun-chi. The other, Tsao’s
martial-brother, is Chou Yun-yang. Yin
Chi, the other elderly man, is head
protector of the South Faction of the
Heaven-Dragon School. He is here at
the invitation of the North Faction.
These two factions were originally one
a long time ago. A quarrel for supreme
control between two brothers in the
family’s later history split the
Heaven-Dragon School into two.

After a distance of seven to ecight
miles, they once again catch sight of
the five horsemen. Tsao shouts to
them, “Stop!” The shout is unheeded.
“If you don't stop, I'll have to make
you stop,” Tsao shouts again. Onc of
the five stops this time; the other four
keep on going. The loner turns around
and points an arrow directly at Tsao,
who— doesn’t take it too seriously,
trusting his own skill.

“‘Martial Tu, I presume?  asks Tsao.

“Watch out for the arrow,” comes
the reply. When the bow is released.
there is not onc, but three, arrows
coming directly at Tsao. Tsao gives his
horse a stinging whip. And as the horse
rears in pain, Tsao intercepts two of
the arrows with his whip. The middlc
one barely zips through under the
horse’s belly. The stranger laughs, turns
around, and speeds away.

Tsao is for pursuit, but Seven-Star
Hand Yuan restrains him, “Be patient.
He won’t fly away.” Yuan picks up the
three .arrows. They all match the onc
that shot down the swallow. Yin Chi
murmurs, “It's really him.” Tsao says
spitefully, “Let’s see what martial
sister has to say now! Where is she?
I'm going to take a look.”
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When Pao Shu  first accepted his
host's invitation, he had set his mind
to active combat, thinking he'd be the
only helper. But now upon learning
that his host has invited so many
others, all of them no strangers to the
ear, he regrets his own coming. What is
more insulting, neither the host nor his
three martial brothers are here to
welcome him.

“This Gold-Face Buddha, I know
he’s a close friend of your master.
Obviously, he would want to invite
him personally. But why did his
martial brothers have to go along
t00? “Pao Shu asks.

*The other three did not go with
master. They went to Peking to invite
Martial Fan Pang-chu.”

“Martial Fan is coming too? Tell
me, by the way, how many helpers
does Flying Fox of Snow Mountain
have? "

*“I heard he does not have anyone.
He's coming alone.”

Meanwhile, Liu the dartsman’s mind
is occupied elsewhere. le is the only
one in the room who knows that
Martial Fan has been at odds with the
Imperial Court lately. Last month the
emperor personally signed the order
for his arrest. Eightcen of the court’s
finest martialmen were assigned .the
task, and by the latest account, he is
in jail. The whole affair was carried
out with the utmost secrecy. Only a
handful know about it. Liu knows
because he was one of the eighteen
assigned the task. He wonders why the
host’s martial brothers did not go_to
Shansi Province where Fan usually lives
and instcad went.to Peking where he is
now. Is it because they know he's in
jail there? And if it is, why have they
gone there to invite him?

Catching Liu's changing cxpression
at the mention of Martial Fan, Pao
Shu asks him, “Does Martial Liu know
Martial Fan?™

“Oh no,” Liu hurriedly corrects his
eapression. ““Junior here only knows
that Martial Fan is one of the best
martialmen around and that at one
time he slew a tiger barchanded.”

Pav Shu tums to Yu, the house
guard. “What kind of person is this
Flying Fox of Snow Mountain? And
what kind of vendetta does your
master have against him? *

“Master never mentioned the matter.
Humble servant dares not inquire.”

Presently dinner and wine are
served. Even in this remote hideaway,
a sumptuous feast can be commanded.
Whatever hidden or open hostility
there was quickly melts amidst the
steaming dishes and refreshing wines.
The Rev. Pao Shu, in particular, seems
to enjoy the spirits.

In the midst of this epi

“You bring him up. I can handle
him."”

“That's not what humble servant
fears. What he fears is that Flying
Fox’s presence will disturb the peace
of master’s mother. Humble scrvant
will not know how to face master
when he comes back.”

“Are you trying to imply that I
cannot handle him?"”

*“Oh no! Humble servant dares not.”

“Well, then, bring him up! »*

The guard has no other recaurse
than to give instructions to bring
Flying Fox wup and to take
i to insure the

enjoyment, a fiery explosion shatters
the tranquility. A rocket explodes and
as the smoke disperses, the image of a
flying fox emerges.

*“Flying Fox of Snow Mountain has
arrived! "cries Pao Shu.

“Master has not yet returned,” Yu
besecches him. “Since the other side
has arrived, | pray that Rev. Pao Shu
will assume everything under his
control.”

“There's no need to fear as long as [
am here. You may invite him up.”

“There’s something humble servant
dares not say.”

“You have my permission.”

“Flying Fox, despite his skill,
cannot possibly come up this steep hill
by himself. Humble servant’s wish is to

have Rev, Pao Shu- go down and
inform him that master is not at
home.”
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continuing peace of the domain of his
master’s mother.

S

L ES <O
o
=t
ot L)




