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Abstract

This book is a monograph which probes petroglyphs. And
it characterizes with new ideas.

After a large amount of on - the — spot investigation as well
as documentary research work, the author has discovered ten
more new spots, where there are 2000 cliff paintings or so and
all of them have already been photographed and collected in this
book. Obviously, the book provides us with quite a lot of new
substance for petroglyph research and preservation. In this
book, the author cites many Chinese ancient documentary
records and tries to verify that is was 2000 years ago in West —
Zhou Dynasty of China that Chinese began their earliest research
of petroglyph. In particular, after careful studies and analyses
of The Book of Mountains and Seas (a noted Chinese ancient
book which records primitive witchcraft, primitive religion,



etc. ) , the author argues that The Book of Mountains and Seas is
the first and earliest book that records petroglyphs in the world.

Besides, the author applies many materials in various sub-
jects such as history, archaeology, religion, folklore, etc., to
petroglyph’s theoretic studies. Then he put forward a series of
new points of view that there is a close tie between prehistoric
petroglyphs and other primitive cultures including primitive thi-
nking, primitive religion, primitive witchcraft, primitive lan-
guage, tools in Stone Age, origin of writing and other relevant
problems.

According to the author, prehistoric petroglyph appeared in
the Stone Age. It expresses primitive people’ s thoughts, re-
flects primitive religion and records primitive witchcraft. Used
for the language tool of primitive people, it is also the predeces-
sor of picture writing and pictograph.

In the author’s opinion, some books in Chinese legend of
primitive society such as The Book Appearing in Yellow River
and Luo River are actually the compilation and evolution of pre-
historic petroglyph. They’ re the earliest books about petroglyph

and picture writing in the world.
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