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Qi Baishi: Life and Art
A Collection of Calligraphy & Painting Works
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Born to a peasant family, he however produced tens of thousands of masterpieces spanning the late Qing,

the Republican period and the People’s Republic of China.

A witness to a Chinese history punctuated with drastic reforms and cultural impacts from the West he stood

firm as a traditional artist when many others became tinged by Western art in one way or another.
He inherited traditional Chinese painting with his own style and pushed Chinese painting to a new level.

He was once honoured “Outstanding Artist of Chinese People” by the Ministry of Culture, People’s

Republic of China and the only Chinese who is selected as one of the “Ten World Culture Celebrities”
He is Qi Baishi.

Qi Baishi (January 1, 1864 - September 16, 1957) was a unique poet, calligrapher, painter and seal carver
among his contemporaries in the 20th century in China. Born to a peasant from Xiangtan, Hunan, Qi
became a carpenter at 14, and learned to paint by himself. After he turned 40, he traveled, visiting famous
scenic spots in China. After 1917 he settled in Beijing. In his later years, he continued to make "later-year

innovations."

The subjects of his paintings include almost everything, commonly animals, scenery, figures, toys,
vegetables, and so on. He theorized that "Paintings must be something between likeness and unlikeness.
Too much likeness would be fawning on the populace while too much unlikeness, deceiving the world.” In

his later years, many of his works depict mice, shrimp, or birds.

The 400-strong collection of Qi Baishi’s exquisite paintings and calligraphies housed in the Liaoning
Provincial Museum ranks top among Chinese museums and is reputable for its well-balanced,
comprehensive and self-sufficient coverage of all the phases in the artist’s entire career. The amassing
of the works owes much to the efforts and contributions made by Qi Ziru, or the artist’s third son, Hu

Wenxiao, or the grandson of the artist’s mentor Hu Qinyuan and Mr. Yang Renkai, our Honorary Director



and a renowned connoisseur of painting and calligraphy.

This book is compiled as a supplement to the Panting and Calligraphy Exhibition of Qi
Baishi in Shenzhen Museum. There are totally 117 pieces displayed in this exhibition,
which is according to the painter’s artistic career divided into four chapters namely early,
middle, acme and later stages. Unrivaled in quantity, quality, theme and coverage, the present
presentation will no doubt be our pride should it win the understanding and support of all

walks of life in the Shenzhen community.
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077/ HZEIERE
079/ HiFSE
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Chinese bulbuls, plum blossoms and nandina
Landscape hanging scroll

Portrait of Ms. Li

Ear-cleaning

Portrait of Hu Qinyuan, Qi Baishi’s mentor at 50
Three roosters

Tiger

Portrait of Jinqing sitting in the garden
Lin Daiyu burying flower

Portrait of Hu Qinyuan’s wife at 50
Peach-presenting

Aquatic animals and hibiscus

Quiet bird under the moon

Two birds and hibiscus

Self portrait

Bodhidharma crossing the river on a reed
Aquatic animals

Personalities

Twenty-four views of Shimen

Wild goose

Mount Hua

Plants and crickets

The Goose Pagoda

Rooster
Arrowhead
Calabash
Love-lies-bleeding
Peach
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=TT BRHIME S, (1928 4E -1949 4)

107/
108/
109/
111/
112/
113/
115/
117y
119/
121/
123/
124/
125/
127/
129/

Az
EIEH
e
22K
ETE
L7k

7K 2 H A
T4 “Biz"
FEFE O
PR
B
7K
2R
B [
ZeEH T (6 FF)

L5k
HRHE

Ll =)
i
ZAE
iIH A
PSR (L
i B
B

B MU
BB A
/GG TE R
S A
IR
FERERA T

Lychee

Hollyhock

Lotus

Sponge gourd

Ink bamboo

Landscape -

Ink cabbage
Calligraphy

Crabs and hibiscus
Shrimp and reeds
Insects and plants
Cypresses in a sunlit valley
Love-lies-bleeding
Two birds and calabash

Miscellaneous

Crow

Mother and child
Phalaenopsis

Bird and plum blossoms
Landscape

Private visit to a friend
Shitao, the artist, at work
Squirrel

Calabash

Butterflies and Chinese trumpet-creeper

Zhong Kui, a vanquisher of ghosts and evil beings

Chicken coop
Crabs and shrimps
Chrysanthemum

Entertaining the guest with tea instead of wine in a wintry night
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Cherry, loquat and lychee

Children playing with kites

Morning glory

Ink bamboo and rooster

Happy fisherman

Jade hairpin and chick

Willow

Daffodil

Goshawk

Pine tree and crane

Mandarin fish

Dragonfly playing with garden balsam
Ink dog

Ink pig

Fishes and crabs

Rooster and chicks

The symbol of longevity
Pomegranate and mantis

Crabs and shrimps

Catfish

Dong Fangshuo stealing the peaches
Ink shrimp

Rate chart and notices

Notice Qi Baishi advertising his painting
and seal-carving skill to make a living
Epistle

Seal carving

Seal carving

Phalaenopsis

Cat and butterfly

Cicada and garden balsam



SRV : MRS (1949 48 -1957 4F)

185/ HHAHRE Osmanthus flower and rabbit
187/ #3A4iH/\ A& Mynah and palm tree

189/ WpkFE] Shrimp

191/ BJKE Pumpkin

192/ JTRE Lamp and mouse

193/ AR Private tutoring

194/ WRE1ZIHE Recalling the bygone days with nostalgia
195/ K AFFEAKE Beautiful garden

197/ BEK Ink crab

199/ HEsEA Peach

201/ faifeiE A Mandarin duck under the lotus
203/ FIFASE Dove

205/ FHECESEE A Quails and lychee

206/ ZEiEE Frogs and reed

207/ 7R4-H Buffalo

209/ frAiE Calligraphy

211 R 6 Flowers

212/ fHifEE Lotus

213/ E=HHE Magnolia

215/ # K5 E Crows and sponge gourd
217/ A/ 1EE Apricot blossom

219/ BHXE®E b Cabbage and carrot

220/ frHREELIETR (4 5) Quotation

224/ FEFFEAE (17 FF) Flowers and insects

231/ #AME FREER Postscript
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