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Preface

R R st

* Sino-Australian workshop of poverty elimination and human rights develop-
ment in the minority regions” was held jointly by the State Ethnic Affairs Com-
mission and the Australian Human Rights Commission in the city of Zhangjiajie
in Hunan Province from 20th to 23rd November, 2008.

According to the overall human rights technical cooperation programs from
2008 to 2009, leading by department of foreign affairs in two countries, the
meeting, under the framework of the China-Australia human rights dialogue, is
undertaken by Hunan Affairs Commission and the city of Zhangjiajie, and spon-
sored by the State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the Australian Human Rights
Commission. There are more or less 40 participants in the workshop, including
those comrades who work for policies, regulations and poverty alleviation from
Ethnic Affairs Commission in autonomous regions, and those comrades from
the State Council Poverty Alleviation Office, the State Ethnic Affairs Commission
and the relevant colleges in 15 provinces.

There are four Australian participating in the workshop, such as. the inter-
national project manager in the Australian Human Rights Commission, Mr Bai
Shuya, the Chief Executive officer in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs from
New South Wales, Ms Bruen Zotti. There are four discussion topics arranged in
the workshop, the keynote speakers from China and Australia have made a
wonderful speech. In the workshop the delegates well prepared and submitted
the relevant papers. We particularly compiled the presentations and the related
papers, and published for your learning and referring.
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Address at the “Sino-Australian Workshop
of Poverty Elimination and Human Rights
Development in the Minority Regions”

Mao Gongning
20™ Sep 2008

Ladies and gentlemen.

Good moming! Today, in the beautiful city of Zhangjiajie, the “Sino-Australian
workshop for poverty elimination and human rights development in the minority regions”
jointly organized by State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the Australian Human Rights
Commission opens. Firstly, I am very honored to introduce the friends from Australia to
you, they are: international project manager in the Australian Human Rights
Commission, Mr Bai Shuya, the Chief Executive officer in the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs from New South Wales, Ms Bruen Zotti, Executive Chairman in the organization
for the Aboriginal people in the Wunan District in Western Ausiralia, the chairman and
executive director in the Wunan fund company, Mr. Ian Terst, senior policy Officer in
the social justice department for aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islander in the
Australian Human Rights Commission, Mr. Kelice helan.

The workshop is sponsored by the Hunan Ethnic Affairs Commission and
Zhangjiajie Municipal government. Now, I am very honored to introduce the leaders
attending the opening ceremony today, they are: the director of Hunan Ethnic Affairs
Commission, Miss Wang Dejing, the deputy director of Hunan Ethnic Affairs
Commission, Mr. Tian Daiwu, Zhangjiajie Municipal Standing Committee member of
CPC, minister in the United Front Work Department, Wang Lili, vice major, Miss Liu
Shuhua.

Besides, some comrades from the State Council Poverty Alleviation Office, the
State Council Legislative Affairs Office and the State Ethnic Affairs Commission, as well

as the delegates and scholars from the Ethnic Affairs Commission in 15 provinces and
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autonomous regions, is participating in this workshop. Firstly, I, on behalf of the
Chinese organizers, extend a warm welcome to the friends from Australia, as well as all
the delegates from different institutions in different regions, express my heartfelt thanks
to the support and efforts for this workshop from Zhangjiajie Municipal government.

The eradication of poverty and protection of minority rights is a common task with
which the multi-ethnic countries have to face, it is also an important indicator for the
development of human civilization. China and Australia are in the two different
continents. Although the two countries have different national conditions and social
systems, both of them, in their development process, face some similar problems, for
example, the protection for minority rights, the poverty elimination and living conditions
improving for a small number of people in some remote areas, and so on.

China is a developing country, since the reform and opening policy were carried out
30 years ago, the Chinese government, by adopting a series of policies and measures,
accelerates the development in minority areas and strengthens the building of socialist
democratic politics, it has made tremendous achievements and accumulated a wealth of
experience, both in the eradication of poverty, and the protection of human rights of
minorities. The model, results, experiences and practices in China in the aspect of
poverty alleviation and protection of human rights are believed to give the reference and
inspiration to all mankind in the whole world.

Also, Australian Government has made tremendous achievements and accumulated
a wealth of experience, both in terms of the eradication of poverty, and the protection of
human rights of minorities, giving the reference and inspiration to China and other multi-
ethnic countries. The theme of the workshop is “ Eradication of poverty and the
development of human rights in ethnic minority areas”. We hope that, being together,
we discuss and exchange the successful experiences and practices of poverty elimination
and human rights development in ethnic minority areas between two countries, for
example, a series of measures being taken and the achievements in poverty alleviation
and development, environmental protection, ecological construction, accelerating
development, rights and interests protection, and so on. Besides, have a discussion on
the new initiatives of the eradication of poverty and accelerating the development in
ethnic minority areas to promote bilateral exchanges and cooperation in the field of
human rights.

There will be three days for the workshop in which we have four topics to be

k) 6 ®



discussed, for each topic we have two keynote speakers, one is from china and the other
is from Australia. These keynote speakers with the wealth of practical experience and
academic attainments, being invited by us, have long been doing research and practical
work in the field of human rights and the eradication of poverty, we believe that their
speech will bear fruit in you. There will be one-hour for discussion after each
presentation, welcome to speak up around the topic in light of reality, and have an
extensive and in-depth exchanges and discussion. In addition, we also arrange half a
day for field visit to have a face-to-face exchange with the villagers.

Since 1997, we have had technical cooperation in the field of human rights in the
framework of human rights dialogue between China-Australia. Within this framework, a
number of cooperation projects were carried out jointly by the State Ethnic Affairs
Commission and the Australian Human Rights Commission, for example, a workshop of
“Culture, education, health development and human rights in minority” were held in
June, 2000, in Lanzhou, Gansu province, a mission with 8 people was sent by the State
Ethnic Affairs Commission to Australia to study the issue of education rights protection
for the aborigines from February-March in 2003, and a workshop of “the protection of
the rights of minority languages and bilingual education issues” was held in Urumgqi,
Xinjiang in July 2004. These above cooperation have achieved good results, enhanced
mutual understanding and exchanges in the field of human rights.

In short, based on the equality and mutual respect, to strengthen the dialogue and
exchanges could contribute to the mutual understanding and learning, friendship and
cooperation. The workshop will certainly provide a good opportunity for us to have
further exchanges and cooperation. I believe this workshop, by our joint efforts, will be
a complete success.

Finally, I wish you all enjoy the time in Zhangjiajie!
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