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Forward

In the fall of 2001, Li Yiping, deputy director of Jingdezhen Research Institute of
Ceramic Archaeology, and | visited Ms. Zeng Meifang's collection of porcelain wares (dated
from the Qing Dynasty to modern times) at her invitation.

My colleagues and | are frequently in contact with excavated ancient porcelain; |
have been abroad for visits and investigations in Europe, America, and Japanese museums,
as well as the Taibei Palace Museum in the Taiwan region. | study the stock of porcelain
together with their researchers or scholars. If a collector invites us to appreciate his or her
collection, a thought such as, "We already knew of these three years ago." may pop into
our minds; so it is not easy for our interest to be aroused, let alone our enthusiasm.

After entering the hundreds of square meters of Ms. Zeng's large storage, | initially
looked at her piles of collected porcelain wares with a casual air. We looked at the porce-
lain paintings carefully, and as we attentively shifted our gaze to their ring feet, we gradu-
ally became quite shocked by them.

Though we didn't see famous wares from the five main kilns or the imperial wares
made during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the firing period of each civilian ware in the
Qing Dynasty and the color painted porcelain between 1911 and 1949, what we encoun-
tered turned to be real even if each piece could not be regarded as amasterpiece. As we
know, today large quantities of porcelain reproductions can be seen everywhere, that is
why we found it exclusive to appreciate Ms. Zeng's authentic collection in her showrooms.

Here we can see the double face plain tricolor porcelain plaque made from a private
commercial kiln in the Kangxi reign of the Qing Dynasty (See page 1), whose figure image
was painted inflexibly but lively, their gestures well exaggerated in a proper way. It is
obvious that it is related to the style of porcelain plaque paintings decorated with images of
traditional opera from the late Ming Dynasty. But compared with it, the painted porcelain
plague entitled Drunk Poet Li Bai in famille rose decoration from the reign of Yongzheng
will display another sentiment, whose edge pattern is finely and precisely decorated. While
the blue and white painted porcelain plaque with landscape design (Qianlong reign) seems
large enough in size, it undoubtedly looks like a desk screen. Furthermore, the painted
porcelain plaque in famille rose design entitied Question-and answeer Fisher man and
Woodman ( see page 4 ) is 54.9cm in width and 36.3cm in height, and is considered to be
a large piece among the early painted porcelain plaques. At that time, potters placed por-
celain holders in the middle and around the plaque so as to avoid the defect of deformation
during the firing. That is why its thickness is about 3cm, which is more than that of present
times. According to related records, this painted porcelain plaque was a mounted piece on



the wall of Wanshou Temple of Xu Zhenqun in Nanchang city. When the temple was
removed, a Taoist took this plaque and sold to the Jiangxi Provincial Cultural Relics Store,
thus Ms. Zeng bought the exquisite and unique painted plaque from the antique shop,
which is recognized as the extremely rare and large plaque in the Qianlong reign.

Cheng Men was a well-known scholar and painter in the South Anhui Province during
the late Qing Dynasty. As Zhang Mingke described in his book entitled Random Thought
on Arts in Hansong (Winter Pine Trees) Study, Cheng Men came to Jingdezhen around
the period between the Xianfeng reign and the Tongzhi reign. His porcelain painting in light
reddish color is characterized by a unique style. His landscape, flowers and birds porce-
lain painting attracted much attention of the people at that time. Ms. Zeng has collected
dozens of Cheng Men's artworks; these can be said to epitomize the collection of Cheng
Men's works. What is particularly noteworthy is a set of small blue and white desk screens
with landscape decoration, consisting of four pieces (see page 53). This set of screens is
skillfully painted with vivid artistic conception, and vigorous and lively calligraphy; these
aspects are considered to be representative of the work of Cheng Men.

From the period between 1911 and 1949, the Eight Masters of Zhushan (Jingdezhen)
headed by the ceramic artist Wang Qi enjoyed high reputation after the 1950s, with a good
mastery of famille rose decoration. Ms. Zeng also possesses a rich collection of their
artworks, among them are four lifelike small desk screens by Bi Botao (Photo 146 ), and a
long screen with four seasons' flowers and bird decorations by Liu Yucen (Photo 148 to
151). These are characterized by a loosened composition, and a delicate and pretty de-
sign and color, reflecting his influence by Hua Yan and Liu's master Pan Taoyu. This work
is surely enough to be recognized as the excellent work of Liu Yucen at that time.

The famous potters | know about might not be the craftsmen with the highest levels in
artistic creation. In fact, the porcelain painters who lived during the same period did create
some extremely exquisite and excellent works. Among Ms. Zeng's ceramic collection, a
painted porcelain plaque with plum blossom design by Wang Bu appealed to us very much.
Wang Bu was very skillful at blue and white underglaze decoration, and his painting tech-
nique and line drawing impressed us deeply. The large transition area of waterdrop-wash
(fen-shui) in blue pigment painting from the light color to the dark color, or from the dark
color to the light color produces a bold, vigorous, stylish, and yet simple and natural artistic
impression. The line drawing technique of this porcelain plaque painting by Wang Bu em-
bodies the broad branches and the flourishing flowers of the plum blossom in cold winter.
This neatly and forcefully painted work is indeed one of Wang Bu's outstanding



masterpieces. As view of Zhang Zhitang's famille rose work entitled Pine and Fir Trees in
the Nanshan Mountain (Photo 181), this pained porcelain plaque is of imposing manner,
dignified color and vivid stroke. It deserves to be mentioned that a pair of small vases
decorated with flowers and birds in famille rose by Zou Wenhou ( Photo 174 ) are charac-
terized by elegant shape, denser and moist body, jade-like glaze. He applied a special
painting technique to display the fresh and tender lotus leaves by water green and bright
green color. The slim and graceful lotus flowers look very enchanting, while the egrets
resting behind the lotus leaves are enjoying the beautiful scenery of the pond silently. This
work may be said to be a typical piece of the porcelain wares from the year 1911 to 1949.
Compared with the bluish white porcelain in the Song Dynasty, blue and white porcelain in
the Yuan Dynasty, Doucai wares in the Ming Dynasty, and the ancient color and color
enamels in the Qing Dynasty, it is not a halfpenny the worse, each gives full play to its
strong point and has its own glory.

Due to the limited time, it is impossible for me to write a more explicit study of Ms.
Zeng's collection, but in her porcelain showroom | seemed to have hazily seen the ap-
proximate trace of Jindezhen painted porcelain in the progress of the past 300 years. To a
researcher focusing on the study of the porcelain history during the Song, Yuan, Ming, and
Qing dynasties, this was a really interesting and inspiring visit, and will enable me to have
a further impersonal attitude towards the history of contemporary ceramics. Though this
historical period was generally a stagnant stage, there still existed talented artists and top
grade works. In regards to the artistic achievements of Cheng Men, Jin Pinging, Pan Taoyu
and Zou Wenhou, we should adopt a fair-and-square attitude to review their position in the
history of Chinese ceramics.

| believe that a new prospect will be opened up for the appreciation and study of
porcelain from the late Qing Dynasty to the year of 1949 with the publication of Ms. Zeng's
porcelain collection.

Liu Xinyuan
October 22, 2001
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£, LELF M FEELEmLE Ak, X —F R E RS, A& L
EHARIE,

ETEMEAR, s - 5EENERE, Kok B0k, o HEED HEHRA
wERI A EhE, TTREH L2 WE, KA. RKiENBmXER, TiE—AalE,

ZEE, REESHE R, BER—IL, (BEERRER, AR R, e
MR EL, AEF= S OAREARE ., X —Ir N 2/ 1M, 24 T I
T, ROEMEERE, BmERBE, RS FB SRR AR K i KA s
RT.

EH (1896— 1960)

4, Foow, SMBREA, BEXSHEEEZAN, SABEEL 2, {LHEEFEHK



BERMTEM AN, FfEEEHAERKEMES “7TR” 3 “Kill” &,

OB RBFLFHIL, B AEN AP A TN S 6, UG XARBEGLERE,
(hthlRER T AL %, 204 LG E 3% AR, FF4a25>1 b B, HLAR LT BRE
FBEHIFELKk, A, B8, MEFELRENR, Y, B, JFERMEL, RE
& E i BURHEH AE %2 . ‘

ERENUERE, HMEQEAERETCEZR, AFRERH AL MO, BEERR
i, BERTRANRENTR — IR G, AL, MR TERE, HEPAREAT
ERE.

EBEMEBRFES, PURBIEIRE ah®, F LEMaER. Mz,

EPFaAINE, RERZ, TRTHMTLY, RN, 28108, SHEIEs
5L, “ANHAARERK,

. SN\KERRHFEEHIRFEZA

30K, BHTFPLHRAENSRSFRIZN, SEEESTHEZHE, ElkkT
EHRA. )EEHRED, BEEE TR, PAIRRRNESEX —F .

1919 pe (RBEHEMILALEY FEEESE T

“UIEAEkER2Z2 LT, BPATHEAR.”

1948 4. 5 A{LPEE B S (REEEVIAERE) F 347

“Bai (RE364E) BRELASHICZERA 252K, KEILHE A 100 8K, &
AlIA 700 &%, HEZ TEAEE.”

HEEL B3R TERE, 20 40 20 RBIFL1)5 400~ 5005, 304EfLHERE 700 /5%, 404E
RANF 300 /K., X—EREH, 30FERL) G, SREEVENEEE,

I IBIEN, BIULE /KRR, a5 =%, A 1R R AR 2R L\
K (] 1937 EBRELE ), aERESE, HERME XS/ AHE, SHEANPEEZ
WEAKED, HINEREMRA, EHR. RAMEE, (B LA RZMRPE & K&
FS0FERLE, REEFIRR, Bi&mAR,

K&z (1893—1971)

Eih, wAIE, {LEZEREEN, 1901 A REERLNLEHSLHE, etk
KEREDHIEZEE ERE, HmER, oo miym BhREIRLE, SkE k., 1935
AR SR R 2T, 1937~ 19444E0IEWR 2, DLLLZRENR A, 19454
Ja, REEHRTIIAA LY. REFEREE.

kAR UK, RELSBETEENRIGEZE, E35:1H, WEE™, 40FR%
RRtE T E RN, KRELHIRY, WRER, 845, MZEEKA., MELEFEZ
&, BEREILA /NG, BERR, AR, TAKY.

FH =l (1897—1957)

B RlE SRR, SEEFE, [TEFEAN, ANENE - NBEREENE



A, FAEIEWIT SIS T L EEIN, Ja APMNEL R4 % b EiE R,
SR EE LA LR bR PR ERL AR .

Kyttt 4, RS, hgd bER /Mg, PrESLREFEEF, & ILIES
B BRAARET. “BEEE MR,

JEXAIE (1901—1953)

2 B HEER, REBEAN, RERTRERCH I E L FRIGER,
HTZEAE %, GELMERF A, AHiREcieES, MFEEEAEE R, JRLAE
ZEEH K, FHERSILE, F40FERMREHEZARA.

FEE (1902—1987)

4l B, TSR, 30 FEREEET REE, W EEA AU
VERSAS . SOERAREHEMEERERRER, EHFLD,

AT (FERET 1920— 1949)

BIEF, ILHEATEA, 20T EL i, HXPRAER T, HiEdm
EELLT UM, 1949 4EIREI AT, F&AH.

iEINE (1970%)

THEREN, EF=2 KT, @nElk, S5, e, HrERNSTCH
o BRI,

IBER (FEKT 1940—1950)

TP E A, 404ERERN T FilFER LR ER B2 EE, S0FAFBIA L
s b BT R gR, AR TS, BRI HE D, Bk E2kEHRN,

. HBZA

WA EHRRE, A ERAEERIFTZE, U2 R HE S R4S RS
(IR, it Y Hb ALk F P AV ER, R R EE ARG, HIT R T
e SRR BT IR , X AR I (R HACLE R L R AR A TR A REZ — 2.

Al S S AN ok T, B PRI IR BH [k B 1R LT oh B R BSEIRFE . UL R
IEEBEREE, M. LT, BN S HAYES B IR A ke T, (B 20 4R E
+4y AT, 1278 BRITREERE. KRS B ER T B ORF 2850, B E kBER AT
F AR, KM EREEEE . EAILE. M EMERE R LN REAVESR,
WM s, Ah3cfE. FRHhE, 058 SREEMIZARA AR, RERZAL TR
—07, Wi S E AN AR, S5GekE A, Sl 2%, MEZAH, LIAB
X, XEEEAREE. EEZANSREECREY.,

XFE (1906 —1967)

IIHEEEADEA, AEFLEFSHIXEEASEE. 30FREHEE £
T EHEEAY, %Eﬂq,ﬁ;iﬁé, 3 A VE 2 s 46 Sh 24N RS TS I EEAT . BT AR
HEMTFAMET BEE AT N, 404 GHIZESOEN, £ PEERE, BFEH, K



Jpix AR 2 72 2N o 195TAEFF AR AE R A L7 R R & . o NIE 552 LB
BR, BMEFLEESS5E Rk, XEREERBES, MKk KPNEEZAN.

AR3C1® (195147%)

{LPR B RAHEN . 30FRIEM B2 TS EERE, 19394 Rk RiEfsa
TRAE, AT, SHE, EE. Wi, EPREER, B EAFEREL, 1951 F48500 3 R,

B&E (EKTF 1930— 1950)

XA, rEE AN, 30E I HrE EuRER R . DURES REREIFLLE, 50
FERERE, FRFRACEET . HIERUBEADEZ,

XU{eIED (1889 —1969)

XIROE, 8, (TPEESER N, 1902 4F A S iEHE KIEEIER] RESFH
B (RARTREN, HAEFELEARAN), 30E/RYE —ELE, 40FRFRKEAY
%o SOLEM G AR LA ERFEM R A S, 1L EMF, HuE&Mmminiy, EEELIMK
ARAY /0SS0 B B v, i T AR A AR Bh . 2R PRI, Bk TRREAN, 1%tk
EHT, EELRGHEIERD . 2 Kt

PRA (EHKT 1920—1937)

BB RERWEFEN, 5 a). 2TREEEL T RMNEN S T2 S,
] SRR, JFIEFEE, FRREHEIWLAER, AROr, EZANEHEE
R E B L. HTICTEE, TlRAE ., SRS kR Rk H &
g B, AN IS R #E H ALK,

. SIERESHEXAINE

TEELAT

19104F (HEE_4F) 2 1949 F JEHRA XN —ERahE, HEMRS R
NSRS, i NRICIE SR EA B REAR TR, FESChVEER .

TR

CRSEmY BT =/ Ot - &F) 18:

“RE R INF R BT HRE R AL, 1935 A BRI 8L, 1944
ELLP L PR AT LR PE & 3 R A B SIP R A, PR IE E 4T



