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Preface

Xu Huping

With a collection of over 400,000, Nanjing Museum is the third largest museum in China, following the
Forbidden Palace in Beijing and the National Palace Museum in Taiwan. This large number of collections
can be divided into two parts according to its origins: (1) More than 200,000 antiques in the two imperial
temporary dwelling palaces in Rehe and Fengtian of Qing Dynasty: (2) More than 200,000 antiques of |
different dynasties, excavated and collected in the course of folk custom and Nationality investigations
since 1920s. These valuable cultural relics, with various categories, namely, stone implements, pottery.
jade, bronze, porcelain, lacquer, gold and silver, calligraphy, painting, seal, embroidery, bamboo, wood,
ivory and other materials, are not only an embodiment of the superb wisdom and creativity of the Chinese
nation of the thausands years, but also a vivid description of the Chinese nation's development, which are

of great value both in history and in art.

However, in the past years, only a smallest part of the relics, as the first-hand materials for academic

research, or exhibits of Chinese culture, gave play to the academic study and exhibition domestic and
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overseas, which help us to publicize and carry forward the excellent national tradition, to promote cultural
communication, and to study or have a better understanding of our history and the development of the
nation's culture. Due to the large number of collection and work force limit in the museum, most of the
antiques are still kept in the storerooms, which are not used in research, publication, and exhibition. We
have generally achieved the preservation function of the museum, but the other two functions-education

and research, have not been brought into full play, which will require the long-term effort of generations.

In order to push the preservation, education, and research functions of the museum onto a high level, to
awake the sleeping collections in the storerooms and let them go nearer to the people, scholars and the

=
&

world, and to let more people know Nanjing Museum, we collected the best parts of the ten categories,
such as painted pottery, jade, bronze, gold and silver, red clay teapot, imperial kiln porcelain of Qing
Dynasty, celadon, calligraphy, painting, and embroidery, and compile a series of Gems of the Collections
in Nanjing Museum. Though the collections in this series, as compared with the whole collections of our
museum, are just a drop in the ocean, they are the representative gems with final conclusion by the experts
domestic and overseas after long period of study. You could get a hint of the quality of the various
collections in Nanjing museum from this series.

We have carried on the study, arrangement, and publication of the collections for dozens of years, but it
has just started; there is still a long way before us and a large amount of work to do. We are lucky in a
flourishing age with economic prosperity and social stability, in an age for Chinese culture to step into the
world and the splendid future, it is our responsibility to do our best at our own job and leave behind us

more spiritual wealth for the sake of future generations.
Jul 28,1997

Hou ban shan yuan in Nanjing
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Science, Civilization, and Art
-Jade in the Human World

Chen Jiang

Jade, as one of the famous traditional handicrafts in China, originated in the Neolithic Age 7,000-
8,000 years ago. From domestic wares to vessels of special functions, then to a real work of art, it
developed gradually and reflected the scientific achievement, civilization, and artistic style of our

Chinese nation.

At first, Jade appeared as a member of the stone implements, mainly for practical use; lately, in the
late years of primitive ages, due to its gifted beauty, it was separated from stone implements and used
as sacrificial and funeral objects. In the Feudalistic period, instead of expiring, it stepped into the
upper class and was regarded as a symbol of policy, religion, ethic, personality, and feudalism. It
fashioned in the upper circles and became the token of the civilization at that time. After the Han
dynasty, its style was changed gradually to match with the common aesthetic standards. In the
following dynasties, it kept on developing and finished its long period of self-remolding as a
traditional work of art in the Qing dynasty, which was a great artistic achievement in modern China.

Because of the sophisticated and exquisite technique required in the production of jade wares, our
ancestors invented a set of efficient and scientific tools and developed advanced methods in jade
making. Nowadays, traditional methods such as cutting, grinding, polishing, and carving are still used

by the craftsman, which revealed the scientific thoughts of Chinese people.
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Science. Civilization, and Art-Jade in the Human World
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1 N Eglfl Jl\. +-‘. f»n 1
Bracelet shaped jade cong

2, Ky 2

Jade bracelet

3. NIE Kl 3

Man-shaped jade xi(an ornament)

4, Kbl %y 4

Jade ornament in crown shape

5. K 5

Jade decoration I

B St AL 5T

6. EHEIE dF 6 ’
Jade ornament in cone shape i

7. LA 7 o

Jade bi-disc

2
8. X LB 8 s
Bracelet-shaped jade cong Z

9. KEi 9 ¢

Jade cong

10, KEg 10

Jade cong

11, KBA 1

Jade pendant

12, K &0 12

Jade sword ornament

13, FARALF o KBS 13

Jade cong with a silver base and cover *
iR AT

14, Je I a1y e 14

Jade bi-disc with dragon and phoenix design i

15, I KA 15

Dragon-shaped Jade Huang(a semi-annular jade pendant)

16, Je2r kil 16

Jade xi with dragon design

17, LIE L 17

Jade pei-pendant in heart shape

18, Kalf® 18

Jade belt hook

19, JEIE LA 19

Dragon-shaped jade pei-pendant

20, b 20

Jade cicada

21, kA 21

Jade pei-pendant in the shape of human

22, A% kX 22

Silver-threaded jade suit
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23, LEEA A BEES

Jade pigeons

24, AL K

Jade pei-pendant in dragon phoenix shape

25, kA

Jade pei-pendant

26, kit

Jade tablets with memorial speech

27, Hik Ll

Jade crown

28, WH L L AE

Jade bi-disc with mythical animal design

29, WAL AR

Jade belt decoration with flower design in openwork

30, R K%

Jade hairpin

31, WKKIE 1

Jade bracelet

32, ISWIIE KM

Jade cup

33, BLH L

Jade vase with loop handles

34, N5 B R ME B U 4 D

Jadeite table screen

35, i BTk

Jadeite court beads

36, R ZA K

Ruyi in shape of glossy ganoderma

37, M bE e e AT

Jadeite belt hook

38, M RIVE L

Jadeite brush-washer in the shape of melon

39, fLTEAHRIE UL

Brush-washer in the shape of peach

40, % MEIE F 4

Jade Plate

41, R

Jade deer

42, k4

Jade incense burner

43, INKIE Kb

Jade incense burner

A4, I o fl i T

Jade pendant

45, iR 5
Jadeite pei-pendant in the shape of rhombus
Lol 1 S
46, R4 KTk
Jade brush-washer

47, HYEGAEAT

Flower-holder

48, b TP EAEs

Flower-holder

49, S AT

Incense burner

50, 5 Ak - BEDE

Jadeite washer in the shape of two peaches
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44
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48

49

50

51
52
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Bracelet shaped jade cong
Early Liangzhu Culture
H:3.5cm, D:10.2cm, A:8.2cm
Unearthed in 1997 at Zhangling Mountain site in Wu county Jiangsu province
The jade Cong is yellowish green in color with reddish brown spots, is rather resplendent. It is a rectangular-
column with a round tube like section inside. Each side is incised with animal mask design.It is the earliest

Cong with animal mask design unearth to date in China.
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Jade bracelet

Early Liangzhu Culture
D:7.8cm, H:3.5cm, A:7cm
Unearthed in 1997 at ZhangLing Mountain site in Wu county Jiangsu province
Gingko blue nephrite. is translucent and smooth. It is cylinder-shaped with a round hole drilled through
horizontally. This jade bracelet reflects the expert and superb skill of jade grinding and is a precious jade

product of early time.
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Man-shaped jade xi(an ornament)
Early Liangzhu Culture
H:6cm, A:1.2cm
Unearthed in 1997 at Zhangling Mountain site in Wu county Jiangsu province

Light green nephrite with brown spots. The whole object is like a hunch-backed man. It is one of the earliest

jade piece in openwork discovered so far in China.
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