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Abstract

The nature of language is the kermnel of the language philosophy, and schol-
ars from various fields such as philosophy, linguistics, anthropology and semiolo-
gy are generally concerned with this issue. Due to the obscurity and complexity of
this issue, the academic circle hasn’t formed a general understanding at present.
There appeared various understandings represented by language semiology, lan-
guage ontology and the theory of regarding language as instrument only. Through
a general survey of the evolution of the traditional theory of language nature and a
thorough probe into some of the considerably influential and representative theo-
ries of language ontology, this dissertation confirms their rational essence, and
points out their main problems and shortcomings. On this basis, the dissertation
interprets the logical starting point from which the nature of language is dis-
cussed, and Marxist outlook on language and its practical mode of thinking is
confirmed as the basis for the construction of the outlook on language nature.
Based on Marxist outlook on language, its practical mode of thinking and the re-
lated theories, the last part of this dissertation conducts a new, hierarchical re-
construction of language nature on the whole. After thoroughly analyzing the con-
cepts of “language” in the past, this dissertation redefines the concepts of “lan-

guage” on the basis of the reconstructed outlook on language nature.
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