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Alfa Romeo
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Romeo pass by, I raise my hat”

——Henry Ford

In 1907, the French indus-
trialist Alexandre Darracq decided
to start a plant in Italy for making
9~hp Taxi cars. He chose Portello
in suburban Milan, and hoped to
gain fortune in the crowded north
Italian cities. However, he did
not have much success, and in
1910 the plant was taken over by
an [talian industry group called
Anonima Lombarda Fabbrica Au-
tomobili—A. L. F. A. Transla-

tion would be “Car Factory of

“fF L H B —WRR
B« BORBKMA &4 Bt 3
W EBH.”
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LLombardia ", Lombardia being
the name of a geographical region
denoting northern Italy, With Gi-
useppi Merosi, a 38-year-old chief
engineer from Bianchi and Fiar,
A. L. F. A aimed to produce two
cars with sporting potential. The
two 1910 cars was equipped with
4 cylinder engines and 4 speed
gearboxes. These were the first
two Alfa’s,

In 1915 Nicola Romeo took
charge—and so Alfa Romeo was
born. The turming point came
when Vittorio Jano designed the
outstanding 2. O-liter created a
range of great six-cylinder sports
cars, the 1929 6C

1500.
Despite its successes, Alfa

including

Romeo’ s {inances did not thrive
and by the mid 1920’ s Alfa Ro-
meo were in f{inancial trouble, too
much time and money went into
achieving racing success and not

enough on producing and selling
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Alfa Romeo

road cars, The company could
not meet its own running costs.
A major banking consortium took
over and instructed a massive re-
organization, Nicola Romeo was
replaced as president of the com-
pany by Ugo Ojetti.

The Italian government’s
invitation to Alfa Romeo to build
aero engines could not have
helped matters, but it was an in-
vitation Alfa Romeo couldn’t re-
fuse, because of the prestige and
honor of doing such valuable gov-
ernment work., But the cost of
setting up aero engine production
did not help Alfa Romeo’s
plight,

Nearly all Alfa Romeo’s
production capacity was then
taken up with the manufacture of
aircraft engines, including the
new government contract to pro-
duce the seven-cylinder Arm-
strong-Siddley Lynx. In 1929 the
Wall Street Crash brought near

AV
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collapse of Alfa Romeo, later Mi-
lan was shaken by the news that
Alfa Romeo could not continue
trading without outside help. In
1933 it was taken over by IRI,
the Italian state enterprise organi-
zation,

When World War I began,
Alfa Romeo ceased building cars;
the company’ s efforts were put
into building aero engines, buses
and engines for ships. Production
restarted in 1947, but it was not
until 1954 that Alfa Romeo really
got back on its feet, The car was
the pretty and very quick Giuliet-
ta 1300. The body was by Ber-
tone, the twin-cam four-cylinder
engine by Orazio Satta. This was
developed for the Giulia range,
including the outstanding GTVS.

In 1971 Alfa decided to go
into the small car business. The
new car had a flar-four engine,
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Alfa Romeo

front-wheel drive and disc brakes,
It was to be built at a new factory
near Naples. Hence the name—
Alfasud. It did not take people
long to find out that the handling
could out run a Mini-Cooper—if
"the rust did not catch up before
that. The cars’ propensity® to
disintegrate almost before your
eyes means that few have sur-
vived to become classics, and it
did little for Alfa’s reputation.

In the early 1980s Fiat
bought Alfa Romeo, and started
to change the image of its mod-
els. The Sud was scrapped, re-
placed by the more up market 33
saloon and Sprint coupé, both
using the flat-four engine. The
Alfetta and Giulietta maodels were
replaced by the 75. The front-
engine, rear-gearbox layout was
retained, giving a better weight
distribution,

New toco was the Twin-Spark
2. 0 engine, while the 3. 5 V6

shfA &N E. EHAER
Aok e # LT B4
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gave the best performance, l.ess
successful was the big Alfa 6,
aimed at the executive market—
and failing. Very much better
was the 164, launched in 1988 as
part of the Type Four project be-
tween Saab and Fiat. The Pinin-
farina body looked exactly night,
with handling to match,

In 1992 the 155 saloon was
introduced, to be followed by the
145 hatchback and 146 saloons,
the latter initially using the flar-four
engines. These were replaced in
1996 by new transverse®, Twin
Spark units, The GTV tradition
was maintained, with the 150bhp
front-wheel-drive version, with
looks that could not be mistaken
for anything but an Alfa Romeo.,

By 2000, the 155 has given
way to the 156, and its larger
sibling the 166. Powered by a
range of Twin Spark engines now
including a V6, they continue to
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Alfa Romeo

sell reasonably. Whilst still a nice
choice, Alfa’s quality today is
much improved and Fiat’s invest-
ment has enabled the company to
develop a range of modern vehi-
cles. Meanwhile their slogan cu-
rore sportivo (“sporting heart”,
an anthropomorphic reference to
the hallmark sophistication of
mechanical components) says all
that needs to be said about their
appeal; the carefully cultivated
image makes Italian engineering
passion affordable to the average
executive car buyer,

Milisy. BRILZ4h, BLAH
RENENHRBATHRX
fRIHR &, T B IE AR R 3
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RAFHHIAAZATR,
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The Alfa Romeo Company was born.
MIIRIE « B KRBKA B LA
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The Wall Street Crash brought Alfa Romeo a fatal
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World War| for the war.

During the| Alfa Romeo ceased building cars and made efforts

Il A A PR, SR T A i
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Production restarted after the war.

1971

Alfa began the small car business.

PT/RIE A R IR A P /D B E

Early |the models.

Wi,

Fiat bought Alfa Romeo and changed the image of

1980s | JEWEFFRABT IR L - B KK, 3 H X R EN R

In 1891 Alexandre Darracq

started the Gladiator bicycle fac-
tory. It was very successful and
in 1896 he sold it to English in-
vestors and with the proceeds he
was able to found his own motor-
car factory. He started to build
electric carriages and in 1900 he
built his first car with internal

combustion engine. These were

<« 8 »
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Alfa Romeo

light and cheap cars equipped
with single cylinder engines of
785 cc and shaft drive,

Although he only built single
cylinder cars for the public, he
also built some 4 cylinder racers
of 5. 9 liter with which he partici-
pated with reasonable success in
races like Paris-Berlin in 1901 and
Paris-Vienna in 1902, In 1902 he
sold rights to build his cars to
Opel in Germany. In the sporting
field Darracq remained active un-
til 1908 but without many further
successes,

From 1903 onwards 1, 2 and
4 cylinder cars were produced. In
1905 the company was taken over
by English investors and some
larger cars were produced like the
5. 9 liter 28 HP and even a 70 HP
car which was developed from a
race car., 1909 saw the last of the
single cylinders and 1910 the last
of the 2 cylinder cars. 1912 was

financially a disastrous year afrer

PREER T 22 70 LA %
38 , BR £% 785cc BLIK fiL &
hPLFP RN EE B2 .
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T —HBRERE. B
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the introduction of a model that
failed and Alexandre Darracq left
the company. An expert was
called in from the British Rover
company to get things back on
their feet again,

1920 saw the merger of Dar-
racq with the British Sunbeam-
Talbot ( which itself came into
being in 1919). Under the name
of Sunbeam-Talbot-Darracq some
15 hard years were to follow,
which mainly saw a struggle of
survival with itself. Still some
fine models were developed.

But in 1935 the end was
imminent and the Sresnes factory
was bought by Mr. Lago. Under
the name of Talbot-Lago he was
to build very fine cars, but that is
a story in itself. Although the
Darracq name was officially listed
until 1959, no cars under that

name left the factory anymore.

< 10 »
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Alfa Romeo
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The Evolution of the Alfa Romeo Logo M[/RiEF= » B AEk
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From 1910 to 1915; The
Alfa Romeo logo contained two
symbols of Milan; the snake of
the Visconti family on a light blue
background, and a red cross on a
white background, surrounded by
a small metallic circle with the
words ALFA-MILANO, On mo-
dels built from 1910 to 1915, the
external diameter of the shield
was 65 mm, and the words ALFA
and MILANO were separated by
two figure-of-eight knots,

From 1915 to 1925: When
Nicola Romeo bought the compa-
ny the logo was a small steel cir-
cle bearing the words: ALFA
ROMEQO-MIILLANO.

From 1925 to 1946: After
the Alfa P2 won the first world
Motor Racing Championship the

badge was surrounded by a

1910 & 1915 4E. F] /R
B PARAWBELAER
MRIKZHER . H—R
MBS AT IREREK
ke, X _RE THEG
g+, BRKAE
HMEXEERANWNT.H
% “ ALFA-MILANO”,
HBBIEENREREYN
SRR B 220 65 Bk, i
ALFA # MILANO &%
PN T LS MBI R R $0 8
Bk .

1915 & 1925 4. B 7%
B - BB 2wl G A
AMEZE N -T2 HE
B8 # % 8. ALFA RO
MEO-MILANO,

1925 & 1946 4, fi /R
B P2 e — R AR
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wreath in the metalwork. The
circle diameter rose from 65 to 75
mm. In 1930 the diameter of the
circle was reduced to 60 mm and
remained unchanged until 1945,
From 1946 to 1972 : When
the Italian monarchy was abol-
ished and the country became a
republic, the Savoy dynasty bows
were exchanged for two wavy
lines and the badge diameter was
reduced to 54 mm. In 1950 a new
badge in enameled brass but with
the same diameter was introduced.
In 1960 the same badge design
began to be made of plastic.
From 1972 to today: Since
the ALFASUD factory was built
in Pomigliano the word MILANO
has not appeared on the badge
which however retains its two

Milanese?® symbols surmounted
by the words ALFA ROMEQ,

EXRNWER, SFEEHE
B JFORHY 65 ZRME 75
=Kk, 1930 E2Z )G /M E A
B 450 60 XK, XTH
E—HRFHR 1945 4F,

1946 F 1972 4E. 7
BGE R EKH B3t
MEG, PRI REE R B R
BERTIHRENMBERN LK
R E R . 4 E 2
7| 54 N, 1950 4E, A H)
#HEW T —H Y 54 K E
R AR R PR
1960 4F f7 FF 4 4 7= A B 3K
R B R,

1972 4. B MFT/R &
BT @Rk E
W25, MILANO WsE#
RELEAARE LA
. {HEEK 2 0 % R I
K1 4H 8B F 7 ALFA
ROMEO B F i,
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Over the last century, Ital-
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