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Preface

Music has been the profession of the author, Dr.
Dennis Hagen, and his wife, Janet. After receiving
his PhD at Indiana University, he served as a profes-
sor of music at George Fox University, retiring from
this position in 2003, Dr. Hagen directed the George
Fox University Concert Band that toured China in
1999. He also was the director of the Chehalem Sym-
phony, a city university orchestra in Newberg, Ore-
gon, U.S. A. Presently he is teaching Engiish at Wu-
han University of Technology.

While in China, Dr. Hagen had the opportunity
to direct “The Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel's ora-
torio called, “The Messiah”. Performances occurred
in Wuhan churches at both the 2001 and 2002 Christ-
mas Services.

After receiving her M. A. at Indiana University,
Mrs. Hagen taught elementary and middle school
music in the states of Indiana, Washington and Ore-
gon. After retirement she also has been teaching
English at Wuhan University of Technology. She
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especially enjoys singing and playing the piano and
string bass in orchestras.

Together they discussed the contents of this
book on music. So many of their Chinese university
students have indicated that they have had very little
opportunity to understand musical concepts. The
Hagens have often been asked to share their knowl-
edge. These questions led Dr. Hagen to write these
short essays. The readers will find a wealth of infor-
mation about many aspects of music.

Since the readers are all Chinese, the emphasis
of this book is decidedly Chinese music. The history
of western music began in Europe. The essays care-
fully explain the roots of European opera, musical
terms, individual instruments invented in Europe and
the large symphonic ensembles.

Though music is not a required course in most
high schools or universities in China, this book might
provide some basic knowledge of the many facets of
music. Chinese and English folk songs are included
for the pleasure of singing in the classroom. English
can be learned in a very pleasurable way through
singing.
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1. Music: The International

Language

The languages of China are many. Most people
speak the standard Chinese of the Han people though
local dialects of Shanghai, Beijing or Wuhan are
slightly different.

With a brief study of the 56 minorities, there are
many languages such as the Uygur, Mongol, and
Manchu in the north. The Tibetan language is spoken
in Tibet and the Zhuang people speak a Tai lan-
guage.

The Chinese government insisted that the lan-
guage called Mandarin, (also known as Putonghua,
in its standard form), be adopted by all the people
so communication could occur. Ali schools teach
Chinese and Mandarin is what every child studies se-
riously. ‘

Music is a language everyone understands be-
cause it is a communication of sounds and not
speech. Instrumental music of the orchestra can be
enjoyed by everyone, whether it is played by tradi-
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tional Chinese instruments or the traditional European
instruments.

In the Chinese orchestra, the music is played by
erhu. dizi, suona, zheng and gu. In the European or-
chestra, some of the major instruments are the vio-
lin, cello, flute, oboe, trumpet, French horn and
timpani.

There are many instrumental types of music
played by these orchestras. Some are about folk sto-
ries and love songs. Others are about warfare of bat-
tles throughout history. Even the International Olym-
pic Games has music composed for the opening cele-
bration of the athletic games. The national music of
each country is played publicly at the raising of the
flag, political events and public ceremonies.
Marches, jazz, symphonies, ballet and concertos
are enjoyed by the listening public.

The vocal types represent a broad range of mu-
sical style, which will attract different kinds of listen-
ers. In China, Beijing opera celebrates significant
historical stories. Chinese folk songs are sung by old
and young alike.

There is popular music, movie music, jazz and
classical music. There is music of the American
slaves called spirituals and blues. Music of the
church is called hymns.

Students like rock and roll, Disney film music,
Broadway musicals like The Sound of Music, and
country music. Some students get a guitar and com-
pose their own music.

Music can be enjoyed by everyone for it commu-
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nicates easily. It crosses national borders so it is
truly international music.

Questions

1. In China, all of the people have been connected
through
A. music.

B. Putonghua.

C. required costumes.

D. identity cards.

The instruments in the traditional Chinese orchestra
and the traditional European orchestra are

A. nearly the same.

B, slightly different,

C. similar.

D. wvery different.

The theme song from the “Titanic” would be called
A. Broadway music.

B. popular music.

C. country music.

D. film music.

Words and Phrases
dialect ['daislekt | n. HTiE. F =
Mandarin [ ' meendsrin | n. BEiE(IHETRRE AL H

B)

orchestra ['okistro] n. & 5% 5B
traditional [tradifenl] a. B4R IR FIHH
cello ['tfelou] n. KIEEE

flute [flwt] n 8

oboe ['oubou] n. WEE . FKE

trumpet [trampit] 7. NS BN ERE
horn [hom] n. AR a8 ) B\



