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| pictures

1. Look at the pictures in chapter 1 and answer the questions.

b Picture 1

| 1 » What does the man look like?

|4 2 * Who doesn’t seem very happy?

| 3 « What do you think the relationship is between the woman
next to the door and the other two people?

BEFORE READING

I Picture 2

= 4 « Why do you think the woman is notina good mood?
5 * What can you see on the desk?
6 * What is on the front page?

A Handsome Man
and an Angry Woman

Monday 1% March

All women found Cristian La Roque incredibly
handsome. He had beautiful dark hair and eyes as
blue as the sea. He was tall, slim and always elegantly
dressed. His mother had given him a passion for clothes
and at sixteen he decided to become a fashion designer.
He was now twenty-nine and good at his job.

But he was ambitious and he wanted to be the best.
At 9.15 he walked into the offices of his latest
employer, Folly Fashions.

Norma Folly was the owner of Folly Fashions,

the fashion house she had set up thirty years ago.
She was fifty-two years old but looked younger. She
had blonde hair, wore lots of make-up and liked to
wear the latest fashions. Her dream was to have the
most successful fashion house in Britain. She wanted
everyone to know the name Folly Fashions.

Norma was not a happy woman. She was reading
the front page of the newspaper Business World.

The more she read, the angrier she became.

She heard voices coming from reception.

She got up, opened the door and saw her new



| words |

2. Match the verbs (1-6) to their definitions (a-f).

1 * toregret a * to say something funny

2 * tobeupby b * to establish

3 ¢ to joke c * to look at someone angrily
4 « todelay d * toincrease

5 * tosetup e * to be sorry

6 * toglareat f * to postpone




designer laughing and joking with the secretary.
“Good morning, Cristian. [ see that, as usual,

you are working hard. In my office - NOW!”

Cristian winked at the secretary, followed Norma

into the office and sat down.

Norma stood behind her desk.

“I don’t pay you to talk to women all day. While
you're chatting, I'm worrying. I employed you to
prepare our autumn-winter collection for the next
fashion show but I'm beginning to regret it. The show
is on 19" March so you’ve got less than three weeks
to produce all the designs.” She glared at Cristian

and waited for an answer.

“Don’t worry, Norma. Everything is under control.

[ just need a few more dresses to finish the collection.”
He noticed the newspaper on her desk. “What are you
reading, your horoscope?” he joked.

“Cristian, don’t forget that I'm the boss. Now, what
do you know about Laura Crane?” she asked.

“I hear she’s quite successful,” he replied.

“Certainly more successful than you. She works for her
father at Crane Creations, our biggest rivals. In this
week’s issue of Business World there’s an article about
her. They call her ‘the new face of fashion’. Listen to
this...” Norma began to read from the article: ‘Crane
Creations has a new designer, the turnover is up by
35% and profits are increasing. They now receive
orders from all over Europe, they make clothes

for famous people, they are preparing their best
autumn-winter collection...’

Ciristian interrupted her to say: “OK, OK, I understand.”
“No, you don’t,” shouted Norma. “At Folly Fashions
the turnover is down, our profits are decreasing and
we have had only three orders from our last catalogue.
Every month I have to delay payments to suppliers
and all I get from you are expense claims. | want to be
bigger and better than Crane Creations. So, what are
you going to do about it?”

Cristian smiled.

“Norma, soon [ will make you the queen of fashion
and destroy Crane Creations at the same time.

['ve got an idea...”
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AFTER READING

| check your comprehension ]

3. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?
T F

1 ¢ Cristian decided to become a fashion designer when he was 29. D D

2 « Norma Folly is the owner of the most successful fashion

house in Britain. L ]
3 « Cristian works for Norma. LI ]
4 » Cristian has finished the autumn-winter collection. [ I ]
5 « The turnover of Crane Creations is increasing. [ JL ]
6 = Folly Fashions make clothes for celebrities. Nl
7 * Folly Fashions don’t pay their suppliers regularly. LI

Now rewrite the false sentences.

characters

4. Complete the sentences with the name of the correct character.

1. wears elegant clothes.
2. has always wanted to work as a fashion designer.
3. started Folly Fashions thirty years ago.
4 - is 52, but looks younger.
Se works for her father.
6 - is Cristian’s boss.
7 wants to destroy Crane Creations.
words |

5. Put the words below into groups.

ambitious angry beautiful collection designer ~dresses handsome happy
orders payments profits show slim successful tall turnover

PHYSICAL FASHION BUSINESS PERSONALITY
DESCRIPTION




[ language PRESENT SIMPLE OR PRESENT
CoNTINUOUS
6. Complete these sentences with Are you reading your horoscope?
the Present Simple or the Present I never read my horoscope,

Continuous of the verbs in brackets. /I’m reading the business page!

1 * Norma Folly always (wear) lots of make-up
and the latest fashions.

2 » Cristian (prepare) the autumn-winter collection
at the moment.

3 * LauraCrane (work) in her father’s company.

4 + Where’s Norma? She’s in her office: she _ (read)
Business World.

5 * Crane Creations (receive) orders from all over
Europe every month.

6 * Cristian (not work); he (chat)

to the secretary.

| story summary

7. Complete the story summary with the words below.

angry  biggest  destroy  next  orders  passion
profits  started  suppliers turnover

Norma Folly is the owner of Folly Fashions, a fashion company in Britain.

She the company thirty years ago.

Cristian La Roque works as a fashion designer at Folly Fashions. He has a

for clothes and is very ambitious. He’s working on the

autumn-winter collection: the fashion show is in three

weeks’ time, but he hasn’t prepared all the designs yet. Norma is very

and very worried. She has read in the paper that Crane

Creations, her competitor, are very successful: their

are increasing and they receive from

all over Europe. Folly Fashions isn’t very successful: their profits and their

are decreasing and sometimes they don’t have the

money to pay their . But Cristian isn’t worried: he

wants to Crane Creations and knows how to do it.
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pictures

i. Look at the pictures in chapter 2 and answer the questions.

ik Picture 1
( 1 * What’s happening?

2 * What do you think they are talking about?

3 « How many things in the picture indicate that it has been
i a good year so far for Crane Creations?

BEFORE READING

Picture 2

HeR 4 « Do you recognize anyone from chapter 1?

5 « Is there anything different about the way he is dressed?
6 * Why do you think he’s in Laura’s office?

An Important Meeting

Monday 1°* March

“The next point on the agenda is the present financial
position of Crane Creations.” Edward Crane couldn’t
resist a smile. He was dressed, as always, in an
expensive suit, shirt and tie. His grey hair was cut
short and he looked elegant and distinguished.

He was in a meeting with his daughter Laura, Manuel,
their new designer, and Suzie Forest, the secretary.
“I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate Laura
on the success she has brought to Crane Creations.

I'm sure everyone has read the article in Business World
this morning.”

Laura smiled. Her long brown hair was tied at the
back of her neck and she too was well-dressed.

She preferred to wear trouser suits and silk blouses.
She said: “This has been a great year for us. If you
look at these graphs you will see that sales, turnover
and profits have all increased sharply. This is due to
the hard work and effort of all employees at Crane
Creations. Things are going so well that we have
decided to launch some of our designs on the
American market. In April we are going to begin
selling our most popular line of clothing in two

retail outlets in New York.”



words

2. Match the underlined words (1-6) to their definitions (a-f).

1 e

2 e

S
4
5
6 *

I’ve reserved a table for two at our
favourite restaurant.

Hold the line, please, and P’ll
connect you as soon as possible.

You can’t eat all that cake! It’s enormous.

All the workers will receive a bonus this month.
This is different from anything I’ve ever seen.
Why have sales fallen so quickly?

sharply
booked
huge
unlike

put you through

employees




chapter two

Her father smiled again. “Manuel’s first collection

for us was a huge success. Manuel, are you going

to tell us about the autumn-winter fashion show

on March 27%?”

The small man with hair dyed blond and dressed

in a purple shirt and designer jeans began to speak.

“I have so many ideas that I can’t decide which ones
to include in the collection. I think I'll make my final
decision next week but I can tell you now, it’s going
to be a fantastic show.”

“Excellent,” replied Edward Crane. “Our company is
getting stronger unlike our competitor Folly Fashions,
although I've heard that Norma has a new designer.”
“That company’s a joke,” sneered Manuel. Everyone
in the room agreed.

Laura said: “My father and [ are going to visit

the trade fair ‘Everything for Fashion’ on Monday

8™ March to try and make more contacts in our field.
We always need new suppliers and buyers. Suzie,
have you booked our train tickets?” She looked at
the young woman who was busy taking the minutes
of the meeting. Suzie had beautiful long red hair

and green eyes. She shared a house with Laura

and they were good friends.

“Not yet. I'll do it after the meeting.”

At four o’clock the meeting had finished and Laura
and Suzie were in their office. The phone rang and
Suzie answered it.

“Good afternoon, Crane Creations. Can [ help you?”
“Hello. My name is Simon Robbins. I work for the
UK Post and I'd like to make an appointment to
interview Laura Crane.”

“Hold the line please, I'm putting you through,”
replied Suzie.

Laura picked up the phone and spoke to the reporter.
“Mr Robbins, is Wednesday at 1.30 a convenient time
for you?”

“That will be perfect. | look forward to meeting you.
Goodbye.”

When Laura looked up to ask Suzie to put it in her diary
she saw the best-looking postman in the world standing
at the door. Those eyes were as blue as the sea. ..
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chapter two

[ check your comprehension |

)
=
=2
=
&
&
=
=

3. Choose the correct word to complete the sentences.

* Suzie is Edward Crane’s daughter | new designer / secretary.
* It’s been a good / bad | mediocre year for Crane Creations.

* The graph shows that sales have gone up / gone down / stayed the same.
* Crane Creations have decided to begin selling their clothes

in New York on March 23" [ in April | on March 8.

Crane Creations always need new buyers / designers | models.

Laura lives with her father /| Manuel [ Suzie.

Simon Robbins is a fashion designer / journalist / postman.

UON=

NG
e o o

| characters |

4. Answer these questions about the four new characters in this chapter:
Edward Crane, Laura Crane, Manuel and Suzie.

1 * Who has long red hair?
dyed blond hair?
short grey hair?
long brown hair?

2 « Whois small?
distinguished?
young?

well-dressed?

3 * Who’swearing  a purple shirt?
a tie?

ayellow and black suit?

an expensive suit?

words |

5. Match these verbs (1-9) to the words (a-i).

1 + to book a * anappointment
2 + to congratulate b * ahouse

3 * tohold c * theline

4 + tolaunch d ¢ the minutes

5 * tomake e * the phone

6 * to pickup f ¢ aproduct

7 * to take g * on the success
8 * tovisit h ¢ aticket

9 + toshare i * atrade fair




