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Teaching Objectives

1. Goaing to.college is. exciting, but.you're probably a little nervous as,a-freshman.. You might;be
somewhat scared. Part of your nervousness is that you don’t know what to expect academically
and socially. At times, your experience may be painful, especially at the beginning. In this unit, we
are going to read two texts. Text A offers some tips on how to survive the first year in college. Text
B tells about a successful person’s Harvard experience.

2. By learning this unit, students will be able to grasp the main idea and structure of the texts, master
the key language points, new words, grammatical structures and translation skills. And students will
also be able to improve their oral communication skills and reading competence through performing
the relevant tasks. '

3. Writing Focus in this unit looks at how to achieve sentence emphasis with different sentence types:
simple sentence, compound sentence and complex sentence. Through learning this part, students
will be able to construct correct sentences of different types.

Lead-in

A. Look at the picture and discuss with your partner the following questions.
1. What do you think will be the topic of this unit?
2. Describe and comment on the cartoon.
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B. Listening Practice

Pre-listening Task

Before listening to the following passage take a quick look at the words and expressions in the
box below.

[ Script )

For many young adults, graduation from high school means opening a new door in their educational

experience. Unfortunately, the new freedom can lead to behaviors that could cause students to face
failing grades, or even expulsion from school. With a little knowledge under their belts, new students
can be aware of the most common hazards and successfully see graduation day.

The majority of college freshmen are eighteen years old. Inéxperience, combined with the newfound
freedom of being recognized as legal adults, can have consequences many:students do not noticé until
it ‘is too late. After twelve years of going to school for six to eight hours evéry weekday, the relative
freedom of the college class schedule is a new concept. Many professors do not have attendance

requirements except being in the classroom on testing days and turning in all assignments. Some
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students mistakenly believe they can skip the lecture classes whenever they want and still acquire a
passing grade.

Parties are a necessary part of college and university life. Whether the students live in the dorms
or have off campus housing, a party is always nearby. If a student chooses to party all the time, ignoring
their schoolwork, their grades will steadily fall until it is too late.

Hobbies such as computer gaming can be just as dangerous as the campus parties. Students can
become so obsessed with their game-world, that they loose touch with their scholastic responsibilities.

Take college time to gain experience and learn 'some life lessons. A successful college experience
will be your reward if you work hard. Party in moderation; give yourself time limits on computer games

and social web sites; attend all your classes; study hard; and most importantly, enjoy yourself.

Post-listening Task

Answer the following questions.
1. What will lead students to consequences that they do not notice until it is too late?

Inexperience and the newfound freedom of being recognized as legal adults.

2. What are the two most common hazards the speaker has listed in the passage?
Parties and computer games.

3. According to the speaker, what will be your reward if you work hard?
A successful college experience.

Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the words or
expressions you hear.

1. For many young adults, graduation from high school means opening a new door in their educational
experience. Unfortunately, the new freedom can lead to behaviors that could cause students to
face failing grades, or even expulsion from school.

2. Many professors do not have attendance requirements except being in the classroom on testing
days and turning in all assignments. Some students mistakenly believe they can skip the lecture
classes whenever they want and still acquire a passing grade.

3. Parties are a necessary part of college and university life. Whether the students live in the dorms
or have off campus housing, a party is always nearby.

4. Students can become so obsessed with their game-world, that they loose touch with their scholastic
responsibilities.

5. Party in moderation; give yourself time limits on computer games and social web sites; attend all
your classes; study hard; and most importantly, enjoy yourself.
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Reading Focus
Text A

First Reading

Read the text and then answer the questions in the left margin.

College: How to Survive the First Year
Kari Whitaker!

( Chinese ] K. Gnqa IiiFI J3 5 85— AF:
([ Note 1 ] Kari Whitaker:
a technical as well as creative writer. In addition to articles on education and careers,

she also enjoys writing short stories, essays, and poetry.

For many potential college students, starting school can be intimidating. Some
have anxieties about leaving home. Others fret about the cost. Most worry they won’t
do well in school. Below are ten tips that will not only help you survive your first year
— or any year — but thrive.

( Language Point ] help you survive your first year:
Normally, we just say “help sb. do sth.” Strictly speaking, you can put “to” here (help
sb. to do sth.) if you really feel that you must. But some words require “to.” You “need
to,” “have to”, “want to” and “like to” do sth. But you just “help sb. do sth.” Why? No
reason. English is full of ridiculous things like that.

(Chinese ) st F# 3 BB A K F R ITM S 4 RS, K34 BMF AR
ﬁdﬁ%#iﬁi%??@ﬁmﬁx%,ﬁ%ﬁ%%%#ﬁ—%%&,5#@
ﬁ@é@ﬁ%&%%%ﬁ#ﬂ”MT+%+$%K&%%%%%%%&EK%
B, BAET—F, @R AL,

' Go to all orientations. Yes, that’s right — it really is necessary to attend all the
school orientations. The more familiar you are with the school as well as its rules and
expectations, the better you’ll do. Armed with a thorough understanding of aH aspects
of campus life — or, at least, those aspects you can glean from orientation — you will
feel more at ease when issues arise, as they alWays do.?

( Note 2 ) Armed with a thorough understanding ... as they always do:
If you have a thorough understanding of all aspects of campus life — or, at least, those

aspects you can collect from the orientation — you will be calmer and more composed
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when problems appear, and as we know, problems always appear.

[ Language Point ] The more familiar you are with..., the better you’ll do:
“The more...the more” is a sentence pattern equivalent to “Af------%k--+--+> in
Chinese.

e.g. The more relaxed the learner (is), the better their language acquisition (is).
The more I know, the more I realize I know little.

(Chinese ) % —, S AMANFHEES, 26, RE—AHALEL
M ANFRR EH, RFFROGNTHEARERE, R RN E
HE, ATHREAFS A AEGHKT B—RF LV RS ARLE S P
FTae R SN T, R, SERRFGFABIE, REEMR
Get organized. In high school, teachers tend to shepherd students through
homework and due dates.” In college, by contrast, professors post the assignments and
expect you to be prepared. They don’t have much patience for excuses like “I didn’t
know when it was due.” So do what you have to do — buy an electronic organizer, a
planner, or a big wall calendar — but get organized.

( Note 3 ] In high school, teachers tend to shepherd students through homework
and due dates: In high school, teachers always lead students through all the homework
and tell them when they are expected to hand it in.

( Language Point ] in high school/in college:

Refers to high school or college in general, whereas “in the high school/in the college”
refers to a high school or a college specifically.

(Chinese] % =, A &FF, EPFot, LA MFETRIEL, £
RAVTEFERR BfFdk, A, £T R, A2 E AL, 2102 tkde BT
Bro HATVEA KB AR R RSt TRZ AL Z R, Bk,
AR R =D e FLELR, HXH TR, RE-ARKGHAERE
L8 B H——FKib T, BUBALESE.

A Study regularly. Kind of a no-brainer, but this is an essential part of success.* In
addition to studying regularly, you should find an ideal place for you to study, whether
at the library or a quiet place in your dorm, whatever works best for you. Like with
most things, when it comes to study time, quality is better than quantity.’

(Note 4] Study regularly. Kind of a no-brainer, but this is an essential part of
success: To study regularly looks like/ seems to be/ is sort of an easy thing to do, but
it is a very important part of success.

(Note 5] Like with most things, when it comes to study time, quality is better

than quantity: As far as study time is concerned, quality is better than quantity. And



