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Most detailed diary

Rev. Robert Shields of Washington died at age 89 in October,
2008. He had been keeping an unbelievably detailed personal
diary. For 25 years, he had chronicled his life of banalities in five-
minute segments, leaving 37 million words on paper filling 91
boxes.

Here are some examples in his diary: Aug. 13, 1995, 8: 40
a.m.: “I filled the humidifying basin mounted over the Futura
baseboard heater. ” 8:45 a. m.: “I shaved twice with the Gillette
blade (and) shaved my neck behind both ears, and crossways of
my cheeks, too.” July 25, 1993, 7 a.m.: “I cleaned out the tub
and scraped my feet with my fingernails to remove layers of dead
skin.” 7: 05 a. m.: “Passed a large, firm stool,} ‘a.nd a pint of
urine. Used 5 sheets of paper. ”
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Man counts toilet tissue

An 81-year-old man told reporter that he counted every roll of
toilet paper he had used in the past two years and found every roll
short at least 10 sheets. He said it wasn't for any reason other than
to know if the number of sheets on the roll matched 198 sheets as
promised on the package. He said he didn’t want to make a stink®
about it, but thought other people should also know it.

“My wife once complained that a roll in the 12-pack would
last just three days and the same size in the four-roll pack lasted
four,” he explained. “I wanted to find out.” The former
maintenance worker set out a plan. He figured he had the time,
since there wasn't much else to do but read or stare at the shower
curtain. So he counted every sheet of toilet paper as he used it.
He limited the experiment to his basement bathroom because
nobody would go there except himself. }

He kept his careful track by writing his totals on a flattened
inner tube from an expended roll. Each day he counted the
number of sheets he needed, and then added it to his previous
day’s tally. By his count, the first roll was short by 15 sheets.
“You couldn’t prove anything from one roll,” he admits, “so I
counted them all. ” When he finished all 12 rolls, his average was
156. 75 sheets per roll.

He decided to call up the tissue’s maker. He dialed the toll-
free number printed on the package and, as you'd expect, the
company sent him a coupon for free toilet paper. So he counted
those, too, each day and at every sitting. Again, his average tally
was less than the package’s promise. For the past two years he




s of toilet tissue from five different
makers. That comes out to 15,248 sheets.
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German lovers — aged six and five — try
to elope” to Africa

German police said six-year-old Mika and his five-year-old
sweetheart Anna-Bellhad planned to elope to Africa to tie their
knot. They left their homes at dawn of New Year’s Eve while their
parents were apparently sleeping. Dragging suitcases on wheels
packed with summer clothes, cuddly® toys and a few provisions,
they walked a kilometer up the road, boarded a tram to train
station, and got the express train that would take them to the
airport before a suspicious station guard alerted police.

Anna-Bell told the German television station, “We wanted to
get married and so we just thought, ‘Let's go there. ’ ” Mika said,
“We wanted to take the train to the airport, then we wanted to get
on a plane. And when we arrived, we wanted to unpack the
summer things and go swimming in the sun.” Asked why they
failed to let their parents know , the children said they thought they
would not be gone fdr long.

Mika's mother said she had known noﬂung of her son’s plan.
When they realized the kids were missing, they went looking for
them. But only when the police called did they realize what had
happened. To relieve their disappointment at being caught, the
city police gave them a tour of the police headquarters. Police
spokesman said, “They’ll have the chance to put their plan into
action at a later date. ”



